




PROCEEDINGS 
of the 

GRAND CHAPTER 
of the 

STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

of the 
Order of the Eastern Star 

Ezghty-foarth Annaal Sesskon 
October 22-2.5, 11.57 

Municipal Auditorium 
Long Beach, California 





DEDICATION 

This "Wings of Faith" Session of the Grand Chapter of California, 
Order of the Eastern Star, is lovingly dedicated to the memory of 
Elmer J. Walther. Worthy Grand Patron of the Grand Chapter of 
California with whom I served with such happiness and pride and 
to my mother, Theodosia Gambrell, and my father, Broyles Horton 
Gambrell, both members of Harmony Chapter No. 271, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, because the example of their lives first taught me 
the meaning of faith, and the importance of compassion and con- 
sideration for others. 

MOTTO: 

I Believe 

WATCHWORDS: 

Hope and Faith 

COLORS: 

Pink and Green 
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Sunday, October 20,1957 

The Grand Officers and several hundred delegates and memhers 
were guests of the First Baptist Church of Long Beach a t  the 
morning service. 

PnELm*: Prelude in D Minor A n t o n  Bruckner 
DOXOLOGY 
INVOCATION 
GLORIA 

ad On, 0 King Eternal 

M r .  0. T. Ellis  

WELCOME TO VISITORS 
ANTHEM 

Forward to Chris O'Hara 

OFFERTORY PRAYER .... ~~. . M r .  LlOLJd J. Vaughan 
Andante Tranquillo, based on "0 Love of G o d 9 ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ D r .  Slack 

BAFXTONE SOLO "The Lord IS My Light" 
Wally Bekowies 

READING OF THE SCRIPTURES Ezekiel 22:23-30 

SERMON: 
"A CALL FOR LAYMEN" Dr. Ervin F. Austin 

Invitation Hymn No. 15 I'll Live For Him 
BENEDICTION 
CHOIR RESPONSE 
POSTLUDE Allegro from Symphony No. 6 Widor 

Following the service visitors were invited to make a tour of 
the building conducted by Judge Sutherland. 
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Monday, October 21.1957 

The eighty-fourth annual session of the Grand Chapter of Cali- 
fornia, Order of the Eastern Star, was held in the Long Beach 
Municipal Auditorium which was decorated for the occasion in 
the colors of the year, pink and green. Butterflies in pink and 
green decorated the drapery around the balcony; across the front 
of the East was a white picket fence, backed with white flowers. 
In gold letters on one side of the fence was the phrase "Wings of 
Faith" indicating the theme of the Session, and on the other side 
was the Worthy Grand Matron's motto, "I Believe." Large white 
marguerites decorated the velvet drops on the sides of the stage. 

Preceding the Informal Opening the delegates enjoyed music 
by Sister Mauriue Allman, Worthy Matron of Westwood Hills 
Chapter No. 535, a t  the piano and Sister Winnifred Zeigler, a 
member of West Lake Chapter No. 268, at  the organ. 

Pageantry of the evening started with the escort to the East of 
the General Chairman of Grand Chapter Week, Brother Delora K. 
Burnham, by the Grand Conductress, Sister Annie Mills, and the 
Associate Grand Conductress, Sister Mary Balden, who acted as 
Grand Marshals for the evening. 

Greetings: Brother Dalora K. Burnham 
"Delegates of the Grand Chapter, Sisters, Brothers and Friends: 
One of the pleasures of serving as the general chairman of this 

Grand Session is to be able to welcome 8he delegates to this 84th 
Session of the Grand Chapter, State of California, Order of the 
Eastern Star, and to extend a fraternal greeting and a warm wel- 
come to our guests, the members of General Grand Chapter and 
other Grand Jurisdictions whom we are privileged to have 
with us. 

It is an honor to welcome our Worthy Grand Matron, Sister 
Marguerite Weisheimer from the Golden Gate of San nancisco 
and her Grand Family from all parts of our wonderful State of 
California. 

The Golden Link is broken and there is one vacant chair, 
6hat of our Late Worthy Grand Patron, Brother Elmer Walther 
whom we know has been welcomed in the Grand Chapter above. 

Another short year has passed since this Grand Body convened 
and you have traveled from far and near, again to meet to re- 
view the past and to plan for the future. We sincerely hope that 
your stay in our city will be a most happy one and that you will 
return to your homes inspired with an infinite desire to return 
again and again to Uhe Grand Sessions of our beautiful Order. 

Many of us have attended these sessions over a period of years 
and we look forward to each reunion not only because of the 
strong bond of true and lasting friendships which we have made 
and the new friends we expect to gain, but principally for the love 
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of our Order and all that it represents. Friendship alone could not 
hold us together indefinitely if we did not feel a deep satisfaction 
in our objectives. 

It is indeed a privilege and an honor for me to extend a sincere 
welcome to each and every one attending this annual session. Our 
committees have worked faithfully to plan for your happiness and 
pleasure. Let us enjoy every hour of these few days that we will 
spend together, and may this be a happy and successful Grand 
Session for our Grand Officers of 1957. 

Sisters Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress 
you will retire and escort into the Grand Chapter room, the Hostess 
and Host for the evening." 

Sister Gilma Vick Moyers, Past Grand Matron, and Brother 
Francis J. Herz, Past Grand Patron, were escorted to the East, 
presented and given the Grand Honors. Sister Moyers assumed the 
gavel and introduced the Generalchairman of the Session, Brother 
Dalora K. Burnham. 

The Assistant Grand Warders and Assistant Grand Sentinels and 
the Pages for the Session were in turn escorted, presented and 
seated. The Grand Representatives in and for California were 
escorted, Dresented and seated in front of the East. 

The Worthy Matrons, wearing white formals and large glittering 
white petals as headgear, formed an immense Marguerite flower 
which was outlined by the Worthy Patrons, wearing tuxedos and 
black mortar boards. The Grand Officers, gowned in pink lace 
with sequin caps, outlined the revolving platform in the center 
of the ilower and the Deputy Grand Matrons, in green lace, formed 
the stem of the flower. The curtains were drawn aside and a t  
the back of the stage rested a large pink and green butterfly. As 
the Southern California Marguerites choral Group sang "Our 
Lovely Marguerite," the butterfly opened its wing for flight, re- 
vealing the Worthy Grand Matron, in a pink lace gown. When 
Sister We~sheimer stepped out of the butterfly, Past Grand Patron 
Francis Herz escorted her to the revolving platform in the center 
of the human flower. As the platform slowly turned, the Choral 
sang "Marguerite, We Love You," at the conclusion of which Sis- 
ter Weisheimer was escorted to the stage, presented and given the 
Grand Honors. The groups forming the flower then assumed the 
seats which had been reserved for them. 

WELCODZE: Sister Gilma Vick Mouers, Past Grand Matron: 
"Sisters and Brothers, Worthy Grand matron, our Host for the 

evening, Distinguished Members of General Grand Chapter, Past 
Grand Matrons, Past Grand Patrons, Delegates and Members of 
this Grand Chapter. friends all: 

My grateful thanks to our Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Mar- 
guerite for the honor and pleasure of extending a welcome to our 
delegates and distinguished members who have, many of them, 
traveled far to be with us. 
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Another link formed through the years by which we measure 
time, has been added to the ever lengthening chain which makes 
up the hallowed past and now is forever a part of our Grand 
Chapter history. For eighty-four years, with humility and grati- 
tude, our members have been placing stone upon stone in the 
foundation of a structure that will not crumble. Their efforts 
have not been in  vain, nor their works fruitless. He who directs 
the destinies of men and abundantly embraces us with His love 
and kindness, has blessed us and brought us to another session of 
our Grand Chapter. 

Many here tonight can look down the long avenue of our past 
and see the part they have played in helping to make today a 
success. May this be the finest session in our Grand Chapter 
history. May it be filled with kindness and understanding, and 
may we give our Worthy Grand Matron the support which is 
rightfully hers that we may merit the valor of our heritage. 

A mighty power for good is exerted by a membership as large 
as ours, endowed with the beautiful teachings of our Order with 
minds attuned to right thinking, loving kindness, fraternal love 
and fellowship. 

May the hours spent with us here in this beautiful City of Long 
Beach on the shores of the beautiful blue Paciflc bring to each 
of you inspiration and good fellowship. To all of you, a sincere, 
warm and cordial welcome from the hearts of the members of 
California. 

Worthy Grand Matron, i t  is with a great deal of pride and joy 
that I present to you your gavel, and it is the wish, I am sure 
from the hearts of every member of California, that you have God's 
richest blessing in this, your wonderful Grand Chapter session - 
a session which you have looked forward to for many years. My 
own wish is that your every dream will come true, God bless you!' 

Wehome: Brother Francis J. Herz, Past Grand Patron: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, our hostess of the evening, Past Grand 

Matron Sister Gilma Vick Moyers, distinguished members of 
General Grand Chapter, Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Pa- 
trons, Sisters andBrothers: 

This is indeed a grand night and if you were in this position, 
looking over this large audience of beautiful and lovely, charming 
ladies and these very fine gentlemen from all over California, you 
would be inspired too. 

I t  is an honor to he the host for the Informal Opening of the 
84th Session, and an added pleasure to have the opportunity of 
escorting Past Grand Matron Sister Gilma, to the East. Sister 
Gilma and I have a particular interest in our Worthy Grand 
Matron. 

I had the pleasure of meeting Sister Marguerite back in 1943 and 
1944. As President of the Matrons Association of the Citv of San 
Francisco, this very lovely and charming lady presided with the 
ability and charm that has been hers throughout the years As 



ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 9 

we observed her service to Grand Chapter in many capacities, we 
all realized that she possessed those rare qualities and the ability 
necessary to preside over this Grand Chapter. We were very 
happy when Sister Gilma appointed her Grand Marshal in  1952. 

Sister Marguerite has served Grand Chapter in  a distinguished 
manner and entered upon her year as Worthy Grand Matron with 
faith in God and the motto "I Believe!' Whenever visiting in  the 
State of California and other jurisdictions, she has endeared her- 
self to the members and has made mans wonderful friends. The 
history of her wonderful year will be written in letters of gold 
in the annals of Grand Chapter. 

Tonight there is a tone of sadness in the fact that our Wortbv 
Grand Patron, Elmer Walther, a fine gentleman, a dedicated 
Grand Patron, who enthusiasticalls s u ~ ~ o r t e d  our Wortbv Grand - - -  
Matron at  all times, has been called to his reward. I am sure that 
as he sits in the Grand Chapter above, he is wishing us all a very 
happy, a very harmonious session; one of accomplishment and 
one that we will long remember in  the history of Grand Chapter. 

May God Bless you, Sister Marguerite, and may every wish and 
hope come true this Session." 

RESPONSE: Sister Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Matron: 

"Thank you. 
Sister Gilma Vick Moyers, Past Grant Matron and hostess for 

the evening, Brother Francis J. Herz, Past Grand Patron and Host 
for the evening, Brother Dalora K. Burnham, our General Chair- 
man for tbis wonderful Grand Chapter, honored and distinguished 
members of our Order, my Sisters and Brothers: 

It is my wish that my first words to you as the presiding Worthy 
Grand Matron be spoken in  tribute to the one who should be here 
beside me tonight. 

More than two years ago I had the joy of asking a man whom I 
admired, respected, yes, and truly loved in the fine fraternal 
spirit of the word, to share my path. His acceptance made my 
joy complete. Our time together was one of happiness, cooperation 
and complete loyalty, one to the other. To say that I miss him 
tonight is to be the understatement of all time. I know that Brother 
Elmer found in his service to this Grand Chapter through the 
years, great happiness and the reward of knowing that the mem- 
bers of tbis Grand Body loved and respected him. Will you please 
stand for a moment of tribute to the man I miss tonight. 

God took his hand and showed him the way; 
He whom we loved went out of sight, but not out of mind, 
For he lives cherished in the hearts of those he left behind. 
Laving and kindly in all his ways, 
Upright and just to the end of his days, 
Sincere and true in heart and mind, 
Beautiful memories he left behind." 

Solo: Joseph EL. Bjordahb"Service" 
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Esaort: 
Lt. Governor of California. Hon. Harold J. Powers and Mrs. 

Powers, Vice-Mayor of the City of Long Beach, Hon. Virgil Spons- 
berg 

These distinguished guests were presented by the Worthy Grand 
Matron who then asked Brother Burnham to introduce Mr. Spons- 
berg. 

INTRODUCTION: Dalora K. Burnham, General Chainmnn: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, Hostess and Host for the evening, Sis- 

ters and Brothers: 
I have the pleasure of presenting to you this evening a gentle- 

man who was born in Preston, Idaho and moved to California in 
1924. He has been a resident of this City since that time. 

Since arriving in Long Beach he has become a very active citi- 
zen, as you will note by his many activities. He is a charter mem- 
ber of the North Long Beach Lion's Club; on the Board of Directors 
for the Community Chest; Director of the Y.M.C.A. overall Board; 
Past President of the Commercial Club; Past President of Long 
Beach Stake which has supervision over ten wards of the Latter 
Day Saints Church; Director of the Canteen of Jordan High School 
and also one of the leading morticians of Long Beach. He has 
served one and a half terms on the City Council and in  July of 
this year was chosen Vice-Mayor of the City of Long Beach. 

I now have the pleasure of presenting to you His Honor, Vice- 
Mayor Virgil Sponsberg." 

RESPONSE: Hon. Virgil Sponsberg, Vice-Mayor of the City of 
Long Beach: 

"Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Lieutenant 
Governor Powers, Mrs. Powers and distinguished guests: 

On behalf of the City Administration, i t  is a great pleasure to 
welcome all of you to the City of Long Beach. We are proud of 
our City. We are proud of its convention activities. We are happy 
to have people from others parts of the State and nation visit us 
and enjoy the beautiful things and the wonderful climate we have. 

I always think of this as the "Chosen Land," the promised land 
referred to in the Bible. We are all richly blessed by the Father 
in Heaven in being permitted to live here and make this our home. 

Long Beach is a city in excess of 320,000 population. We are the 
fifth City in size, according to population, in the State and the 
35th in the Nation. We are larger than two or three of the States. 

To give you another idea of our size, we have a budget each 
year of about seventy-six million dollars. Some of that money we 
spend to entice people to come to our City. I am sure we all feel 
that you add greatly to our cultural being by your presence and 
there is no doubt that you add to our financial welfare by com- 
ing here. 

We are situated, you might say, at  the base of the handle of a 
fan from which you can visit may of the places of note in Los 
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Angeles County and still return to your hotel with dispatch, and 
enjoy our City. 

A few years ago we attempted to provide a hall that would he 
large enough for you, but had some financial complications, so the 
15,000 capacity Auditorium has not yet been built. We hope to be 
able to provide it in the future and hope to have you use it. 

Again, thank you for coming to Long Beach and we hope that 
you will feel free to use any of our City administration employees 
and facilities to make your stay with us happy and profitable. 
Thank you very much!' 

Presentation of Hon. Harold J. Powers, Lieutenant Governor of 
California. Francis J. Herz, P.G.P.: 

"Worthy Grand Matron, Sisters and Brothers: 
I have the pleasure of presenting one of California's outstand- 

ing citizens, the Honorable Harold J. Powers, Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of the State of California. 

He is a native Californian, believe it or not, born in Eagleville, 
up in the northern part of the State where there are still wide 
open spaces and they have places to roam around, hunt, fish and 
have a grand time. He graduated from the University of Cali- 
fornia and after a few years became very interested in politics. 
For nine years he served as minute clerk in the State Senate; in 
1932 was elected State Senator from his District and served in 
that capacity for 21 years. When Governor Warren was elevated 
to the Supreme Court bench, Harold J. Powers became Lieutenant 
Governor, in which position he has served the State with dis- 
tinction. 

He is a member of Surprise Valley Masonic Lodge in Cedar- 
ville, a member of the Knights Templar. He and his charming 
wife are both members of Bonner Chapter No. 232 O.E.S. 

Sisters and Brothers, the Honorable Harold J. Powers, Lieu- 
tenant Governor of the State of California." 

RESPONSE: Hon. Harold J. Powers, Lt. Governor of California: 

"Thank you, Brother Francis Herz. 
Worthy Grand Matron, Vice-Mayor, Worthy Matrons, Worthy 

Patrons, Sisters and Brothers of the Eastern Star: 
You can be assured it is a very distinct privilege and pleasure 

for Sister Powers and me to be here with you this evening. This - 
is not the first event of the Order of the Eastern Star that I have 
had the orivilege of attending in this particular auditorium. be- - - 
cause a few years ago, when Mrs. Bassett, a fine friend of ours, 
was Worthy Grand Matron. we attended the session. 

The Governor of California, and all Californians, recognize the 
imoortance of organizations such as the Order of the Eastern Star. - 
The members of the Order of the Eastern Star have shown that aid 
to humanity is much more than a phrase. We have many State 
agencies which are set up expressly to help those in need; how- 
ever, we are aware of the fact that not all the work can be handled 
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by the State. I t  is here that individuals and organized groups can 
be of great help, and to help those in need is one of the major 
aims of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

I t  is easy to see why America continues to be the "Land of the 
Great Heart" - the land of the philosophy of extending a helping 
hand to those in need as a part of the every day way of life. The 
greatness of America lies in the basic freedom enjoyed by each 
of its citizens. The freedoms guaranteed by our Constitution 
allow for the very things our organization stands for, the right 
to religious belief and from that basic fundamental, the natural 
expression of aid to the needy. The greatness of America lies in 
the right of its people to enjoy freedom of expression, freedom 
of assembly for organizations such as ours which meet for the 
good of all. The essential responsibility of the individual in our 
Order is also signified as a clear-cut duty, a moral duty that must 
be executed in  order to carry out a meaningful life. To me this 
is a significant part of our democratic way of life. A true dem- 
ocracy can survive only as long as all men can find an avenue of 
normal, free expression of thought. 

Certainly we must all remember that in these United States, and 
in California, the Governor is not able to do all of the things that 
are needed, but with the aid given us by the organizations through- 
out the Nation, we are permitted to enjoy the American way of 
life. With free enterprise, the United States is the outstanding 
Nation of the entire world. 

Sisters and Brothers, it is a great privilege for me to bring 
you the greetings of the Governor of the State of California and to 
compliment you on the constructive work you have done in the 
development of this great State of California. 

I thank you." 

RESPONSE: Worthy Grand Matron, Marguerite Weisheimer: 
"Thank you, Lieutenant Governor Powers, and our Vice-Mayor, 

for your welcome on behalf of the City of Long Beach and our 
great State of California. We are truly honored to have the muni- 
cipal and state governments represented, and we are proud to call 
you our Brother." 

Flag l h o r t :  
Preceding the escort of the Flags, Uncle Sam escorted Miss 

Liberty and a team of Uncle Sams into the Auditorium where thev 
cxccutcd an unusual and interesting drill. Thc Team was conlposr& 
of the Offiicers of Novato Chaptcr No. 601. 

Flag Bearers: 
American flag, Morris E. Burch, President San Francisco Worthy 

Patrons' Assn. 
California Flag, Ernest Christianson, President Los Angeles 

Worthy Patrons' Assn. 
Christian Flag, Lew Schwartz, President Bay Worthy Patrons' 

Assn. 
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Eastern Star Flag, Walter Pflanz, President Superior California 
Worthy Patrons' Assn. 

The Flag of the United States was presented by the Grand 
Marshal and the audience joined in the pledge of allegiance, after 
which the Flags were posted in the East. 

Assembly singing: "God Bless America." 

INVOCATION: Thelma SchUefer. Grand Chaplain: 
"God of the Granite and the nose, the Molecule and Evening 

Star, we open the portals of our respected Grand Chapter with the 
Great Key of Life, 'Thy Will Be Done.' Guide us, loving Father, 
into the current of Will which flows out of Eternity and swiftly 
ba& again. May we link our weakness with Thy Greatness and 
our simplicity with Thy Majesty, that we may become a force, 
an energy, a power for duty and for Thee. Help us, we pray, to be 
collected, to be calm, to keep our minds pellucid as a mountain- 
lake and our souls unruffled by any passing breeze or thought of 
self. May we do our work quietly, efficiently, easily - be as active 
spiritually as we are quiet inwardly, then our minds will reflect 
the golden splendor from the sun of light within. From our inmost 
hearts we plead for power to love unselfishly, for wisdom to per- 
ceive aright, for courage to persue a righteous course, for deter- 
mination of purpose and for will to act according to Thy Will. 
May we remember that Thou are concerned about what is said 
and done here, throughout this session. Bless, keep and guide our 
beloved Grand Marguerite and those who assist her. May we feel 
the loving present of our Elmer, who was called to continue his 
journey into the expansion of life. Bless each one of us according 
to our deepest need and use us for Thy Glory. Amen." 

Escort of Distinguished Guesb: 
The following distinguished members were escorted, presented 

and given the Grand Honors - the escort in each case being to 
appropriate music by the Choral: 

Mildred Harris, Right Worthy Grand Conductress of General 
Grand Chapter, Past Grand Matron of Texas. 

George Hastings, Right Worthy Grand Sentinel of the General 
Grand Chapter, Past Grand Patron of Colorado 

Margaret Hughes Lauritzen, Chairman International Temple 
Committee, General Grand Chapter, Past Grand Matron of 
California 

Frances McCready Randle, Member Unfinished Business Com- 
mittee, General Grand Chapter, Past Grand Matron of Utah 

Fava K. Parker, Worthy Grand Matron of Utah 
Mildred Drown, Worthy Grand Matron of Nevada 
Dolores Moore, Past Grand Matron of Washington 
Bertha Eagle, Past Grand Matron of Illinois 
Anna J. Davis, Past Grand Matron of Nebraska 
Ruby Coggins, Past Grand Matron of Nebraska 
Eleanor Heitzman, Past Grand Matron of Utah 
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Dagmar Irgens, Past Grand Matron of Minnesota 
James E. Bednar, Past Grand Patron of Nebraska 
Harry Randle, Past Grand Patron of Utah 
Clifton G. Harris, Past Grand Patron of Utah 

Pest Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons of California: 
Robert McMullen 

Mabel Tellefson Joseph F. Reed 
Thelma Rehnert Warner George Harlan Bernice Jan Basich 
Gilma Vick Moyers Carson Hubbard 

Helen Bell DeBeers Harry C. Sproule 

Elvetta Grohl Logan R. Cotton 
Francis J. Herz Thelma Bailey 

Corine Orban Melville Walker Peddicord 

Helen Louise Edwards Ernest E. Williams 
John Vale 

Mary Isabel Warmer 
Elsie Mae Pierce Frank D. Cruse 

Maude Bigelow Sibley Lloyd Ellis Griffin 

Maud Dezell Bradley 
John Lewis McDonald 

Reuben Wright Waldo F. Postel 
Guy W. Brundage Philip Frederic Leahy W. Frank Holman 

Welcome to Distinguished Guests: Margaret Hughes Lauritzen, 
P.G.M.: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite Weishiemer, Past and 

Present Grand OBcers, Distinguished Guests, Sisters and Brothers: 
Thank you, Worthy Grand Matron, for this gracious privilege 

and Honor that you have extended to me, that of expressing the 
sincere and cordial welcome to our distinguished guests. 

To our distinguished guests and friends outside of California, 
we welcome you to the Southern part of our State. Visitors among 
us are always welcome, and honored guests add joy to our hospi- 
tality. 

To you Sister Mildred Harris, Right Worthy Grand Conductress, 
and Brother George Hastings, Right Worthy Grand Sentinel, we 
extend a special welcome. You exemplify the loving service we 
all strive for, and with you as our shining example, we are inspired 
to greater efforts. We hope that you will in turn, be inspired by 
the happiness you bring, to make this but one of many visits with 
us. I feel it a great privilege to have been selected to serve General 
Grand Chapter on a committee during one of the triennials in 
which you are serving in your Executive offices. I count you as 
special friends. As I said in Texas Grand Chapter last week, we 
have truly adopted you Mildred, and feel so highly honored that 
you took time out immediately following the close of your own 
State Session to come to California. Brother George, I am certain 
that you too will be adopted by our members and you will be be- 
loved by the members of this Grand Jurisdiction as you are in all 
other Grand Jurisdictions. You too, made a very special effort to 
be with us this week, leaving our Thelma in Dallas. Give her our 
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love and tell her we have missed her happy and friendly person- 
ality. 

I have been ~rivilezed to remesent California in Thirteen Grand - 
Chapters during my two years as Chairman of the International 
T e m ~ l e  Committee of General Grand Chanter. and I was alwavs . . 
accorded a gracious welcome and extended their hospitality. 

We are all Sisters and Brothers in this Great Fraternal Organi- 
zation, builders, and yes, what a great force for good, to promote 
and sustain our teachings, that of the love of our Fellowman and 
the Love of God. Let us try to live up to those high ideals. The 
teachings of our Order, founded on Charity, Truth and Loving 
Kindness, would be an example in this troubled world of ours." 

Worthy Grand Matron, Marguerite Weisheimer: 
"Just a few short days ago I was privileged to attend the Grand 

Chapter of Nevada. My heart went out to the Associate Grand 
Matron who was presiding at  that time due to the untimely pass- 
ing of the Worthy Grand Matron of that State. Sister Mildred 
extended to me the loving courtesy of responding to the welcome 
to distinguished guests, and just tonight, in the absence of Sister 
Ruth Craig, Worthy Grand Matron of Washington, whom we had 
hoped to have with us, I asked her to save my life and make this 
response. 

Sister Mildred, I would he honored to have you do so!' 
Response: Mildred Drown, Worthy Grand Matron, Nevada: 

"Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite Weisheirner, Sister 
Mildred Harris, our Right Worthy Grand Conductress, Brother 
George Hastings, our Right Worthy Grand Sentinel of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter, distinguished and honored East, Sisters and 
Brothers: 

This is a very pleasant duty that Sister Marguerite has asked 
me to perform and I am most happy to do it because I assure you, 
Sisters and Brothers, I do want to save her life as she is a vem, 
very dear person to me since she attended our Grand Chapter 
session. I want to tell you, Sisters and Brothers of the Grand 
Jurisdiction of California, that she not only endeared herself to 
the members of her own State, but with her gracious personality 
and charm she has endeared herself to all of the members of the 
Grand Jurisdiction of the State of Nevada and she cannot return 
and visit us too often, because we do love her. 

In response to the very generous and charming welcome to this 
Grand Chapter session I would like to say on behalf of distin- 
guished guests, that the hospitality of the members of the Grand 
Jurisdiction of California is unexcelled. I can talk of it personally 
because I have attended many of your Grand Chapter sessions and 
know - I have been a recipient and i t  is wonderful. 

We are so happy to be with you in this lovely city. Your West 
is lovely. I left very unpleasant weather in Nevada and if you 
wiU permit me, I would like to take back some of this sunshine. 

Again, thank you for your very generous welcome and thank 
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you, Sister Marguerite, for asking me to respond. I consider i t  a 
great honor, not only for myself, but for my Grand Jurisdiction. 
Thank you again, Sister Marguerite for corning to my session and 
please come back often." 
Escort: 

Grand Officers of Other Jurisdictions: 
Bernice Fenlong, Associate Grand Matron, Nevada 
Marcella Mohr, Associate Grand Conductress, Arizona 
Anona Payne, Grand Esther, Arizona 
Ray O'Day, Associate Grand Patron, Washington 

Past Eiective Grand Officers of California: 
Mary E. Finlay 

Past Associate Grand Matrons Emma Blanchard Graves and 
Past Grand Treasurers: 

Agnes Caidwell Barnes Jennle E. Young 
Viola Larsen Zelma LaVerne Bray 
HBttle Mhnn Tolle Verna Westhoven 
Viola Rasnror Isabelle Masher 
Beulah Ludlaw Anna Shrader 
Kittie Brlggs Sally Lieberman Chalson 
Grace King Josephine L. Flak 
Clara Elizabeth Alvarez G l a d y ~  Husklnson Robinson 
Georgia E. Hunt Lillian H. Adkins 

Trustees of the Eastern Star Home: - 

Margaret Hushes Lauritren Jacob 0 Bow- 
Thelma Rehnert Warner John Bond 
Harry Graham Earl Baker 
John J. Brost 

Grand Representatives: 
In  California Of Of 
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strength and courage to do that which is holy and good in  our days 
ahead." 
Escort: 

The Associate Matrons and Associate Patrons of California were 
presented. 

Welcome: Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Matron: 

"My dear little Sisters and little Brothers, we have never tried 
anything like this before in Caifornia, and this probably comes 
as somewhat of a shock to you and to your Grand Officers. I 
wanted to surprise you. 

Through the years of my association with your lovely Lady, I 
have known such happiness and she has been so gracious and so 
good, and Brother Dan has helped me so much, we have tried 
to instill in the hearts of our line officers a spirit of laving co- 
operation. 

I wanted to tell you that I welcome you as the brand new mem- 
bers of Grand Chapter, because as from this moment on you are 
members of the Grand Chapter. 

I well remember when I first came as an Associate Matron and 
how bewildered I felt with the responsibility that was mine, and 
I wanted to represent my Chapter faithfully and well. I know 
each of you has that same feeling and I love and respect you for it. - ~ 

I want you to know that I appreciate the cooperation and loving 
support that you have given to my boys and girls, and that we 
will try to return it to you in goodly measure. 

May I tell you that you have walked tonight into a magic place 
and one that you will remain in forever. No way is known to us 
of becoming members of this Grand Chapter without serving our 
Chapter, but by that service, you have earned an honor that will 
last you your life-long. You will always be members of this Grand 
Chapter, and we are so happy that you are. 

Thank you." 

Escort: Standing Committees: 

The members of Standing Committees were escorted, presented 
and welcomed by the Worthy Grand Matron: 

"Sisters and Brothers: Our Grand Chapter, and subordinate 
Chapters, could accomplish very little without the unselfish labors 
of that wonderful group of members who have worked on the 
various Standing Committees. I have the honor of presenting 
them to you. Thank you, wonderful members, for helping to make 
our Session as smooth and lovely as it is. I do appreciate it." 

Escort Grand Trailers: 

Dora Walther ana Walter Weisheimer: 

Worthy Grand Matron: 

"These are my two dearly beloved. Sisters and Brothers, I have 
the extreme honor and joy of presenting to you two so dear to my 
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heart, Sister Dora Walther, the wife of our Worthy Grand Patron, 
Elmer J .  Walther, and Brother Walter Weisheimer, my own hus- 
band. 

Acting Worthy Grand Patron, it is my pleasure that you preside 
and present our two most distinguished visitors." 

Presentation of Mildred Hanis, Right Worthy Grand Conductress: 

Frances J. Herz, Acting Warthy Grand Patron: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, Sisters and Brothers: 

In 1949 I had the pleasure of attending the General Grand 
Chapter session in Toronto and at  that time we elected a lovely 
lady to be a Grand Trustee, and tonight she comes to us as the 
Right Worthy Grand Conductress of General Grand Chapter. 
She is from the State of Texas, the State with more land miles, 
more oil wells and more millionaires than any state in  the Union, 
but California suroasses them in one thing a t  least. We are taking - 

in a thousand people every day in new population, and Lt. Gov- 
ernor, Harold Powers informs me that over 800 babies are being 
born every day in  California. So our population is increasing by 
leaps and bounds. 

It is a real pleasure to present to you a lovely lady, Sister Mil- 
dred Harris, the Right Worthy Grand Conductress of General 
Grand Chapter." 

Remarks: Mildred Haney Harris, Right Worthy Grand Conduc- 
tress: 

"Worthy Grand Matron, Dr. Francis Herz, Past Grand Patron, Sis- 
ter Margaret Hughes Lauritzen, Brother George F. Hastings, Dis- 
tinguished East, Sisters and Brothers in this wonderful State of 
California, friends all: 

I am doing something in  returning to California, I have said I 
would not do and that is to visit a Grand Jurisdiction more than 
once. However, when the lovely invitation came with a personal 
letter from your Worthy Grand Matron, I felt a great desire to 
accept and enjoy again your hospitality and friendship, and so I 
am here. 

I deeply appreciate your beautiful welcome Sister Marguerite, 
and the warm, gracious hospitality which has been showered on 
us by the Committee on Dignitaries, your Past Grand Matrons and 
Past Grand Patrons and many of your members. There is no 
Jurisdiction in our land which surpasses this beautiful State in 
its hospitality. I feel very close to the membership and love you 
just as I do my Texas. 

I t  was our privilege to have your Worthy Grand Matron, Sister 
Marguerite Weisheimer, your Past G r a n d ~ a t r o n ,  Sister Thelma 
Bailey. and your General Grand Chavter Committee Chairman. . . 
Sister Margaret Hughes Lauritzen and a number of your members 
with us in our session in Texas last week. I t  was our 75th, our 
Diamond Reflections Session and your Distinguished members 
added much to our Session. 



Sister Margaret Hughes Lauritzen has given me much joy 
throughout our term of office together. I t  was my privilege to 
have a lovely trip with Margaret and Holger this summer as we 
visited the Grand Chapters of Georgia, South Carolina and Penn- 
sylvania. We had a weekend together in Houston, another in our 
beautiful Temple ill Washington, D.C. and another in New York. 
I appreciate the friendship which prompted the invitation for this 
happy time together. 

I am delighted to have our Worthy Grand Sentinel with us in - 
California. He and his lovely wife were with us in Texas and are 
on their way to their winter home in Florida. I think it was fine 
that he took time out to he with us here and I know that he feels 
as I do that your hospitality is second to none. 

Tonight. your Worthy Grand Matron remarked, as her close - . -  
friends were being presented, "I am so fortunate." Sisters and 
Brothers of California, I am certain that you feel most fortunate 
in having this gracious lady with understanding and love ruling 
her heart and a charm which endears her to all who know her. I 
feel that it is a privilege to know her. 

I helieve i t  was your Lieutenant Governor who mentioned your 
beautiful blue Pacific tonight-he could have talked of your 
mountains, your lakes, your Redwoods-to me you have one of the 
special parts of God's beautiful creation right here in this lovely 
State we know as California. We love your beautiful cities, your 
resort havens and truly, 

"I know a place where the sun is like gold 
And the fairy blooms burst with snow, 
And down underneath is the loveliest nook 
Where the four leaf clover grows. 
One leaf is for hope and one is for faith, 
And one is for strength, you know; 
And God put another one in for love, 
If you search, you will find where they grow. 
But you must have hope and you must have faith, 
You must love and be strong, and so, 
If you work, if you wait, you will find the place 
Where the four leaf clovers grow." 

And certainly that place is California. 
May I leave with you just one little thought for this evening. I 

believe that we must work in  this life; we must Hope, we must 
have great Faith and we must Love with all our being. I believe 
that each person has a special talent given to him by our Heavenly 
Father and we must each use that talent in work and service for 
our Fellowman. This service affords us the privilege of develop- 
ing our abilities to their fullest measure if we work to do that 
thing. I do not believe that we will find any other organization 
which affords us the opportunities and privileges of developing 
our talents to a greater extent than this Order of the Eastern 
Star. When we join together as a dedicated group, nearly three 
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million strong, we are bound to have great strength and be a 
power for the happiness, security and good of all mankind. 

Then if our Faith is Real it is the substance of things hoped 
for and the evidence of things not seen. Only through a great 
Faith are we going to keep the light of His Star burning in the 
hearts of mankind throughout the troubled world. You of Cali- 
fornia are a great instrument of strength in holding His Star 
high that all may see and follow. 

Perhaps the most difficult thing of all is to give real Love. 
Love of an understanding heart to all peoples everywhere. That 
is our talent though as certain as we exist as an organization and 
we must not hide it under a bushel. 

I must mention t h i s 1  notice that you have a Committee on 
Scholarships. I hope that includes our E-S-T-A-R-L Committee 
of General Grand Chapter, as that is one of the things that is very 
dear to our heart. In  Texas this past week we were privileged to 
give 20 Scholarships for Religious training to fine young men 
and women of different denominations and it was a joy, a bless- 
ing and an inspiration to see those fine young people come and 
receive their scholarships. I truly hope as the years go by you 
will think seriously on this phase of our work. 

Then we have a great project in our Over Seas Needy Pro- 
gram. That is the fine hospital which has been built in Korea and 
stands as a great monument to our Masonic Service Men who 
were stationed in  this far part of the world. The Korean waif had 
to be a strong healthy child or he was thrown on the ash heap to 
die. Our boys, our Generals and all service personnel had great 
love in their hearts and they established a small place where 
these unfortunate, forgotten children could receive care, medical 
attention and love. That small hospital has grown into a large 
one now with doctors and nurses trained in  this United States 
and these little waifs by the hundreds have been given hope, love 
and certainly faith to live by in  this world of ours. This hospital 
with its ambulances, its operating room as modem as ours is the 
only building in Korea to have a Square and Compass on its 
cornerstone. It took work, and hope and faith with a great love 
to accomplish that in Korea. This hospital would have had to 
close its doors last summer had it not been for the contributions 
of our Chapters through the General Grand Chapter. I t  was my 
prfvilege last June to meet these Generals and Officers on the staff 
of this hospital and to thank them personally for allowing us to 
make a contribution which would make their vision real. 

Sisters and Brothers, y o u  hearts are big. Your hospitality has 
been wonderful, and truly, I have never felt more happy or more 
grateful for the privilege of your friendship. I hope that your 
prayers and your thoughts will go with me as I continue to try 
to serve you in the General Grand Chapter, and that our paths 
may cross many times. May our Heavenly Father especially bless 
you this Session." 
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Introduction, George F. Hastings, Right Worthy Grand Sentinel: 
By Brother Francis J. Herz, Past Grand Patron: 
"Sister Mildred Harris, Right Worthy Grand Conductress, we 

thank you for your message and the thoughts which you have 
so ably expressed. Be assured you will always be welcome in 
our Grand Chapter, as by your graciousness and love you have 
endeared yourself to us all. We will look forward to inviting you 
as the Most Worthy Grand Matron. 

In General Grand Chapter, the man starting as Right Worthy 
Grand Sentinel serves three years in that station, three years as 
Right Worthy Associate Grand Patron and three years as Right 
Worthy Grand Patron-a nine year tour of duty. The Brother 
starting in this line is here this evening. We extend to you a cor- 
dial and friendly welcome to California and at  this time would 
you favor us with a message. I am happy to present Brother George 
Hastings, Right Worthy Grand Sentinel." 
Reapnnse: Gcorgc F. Hastings, Right Worthy Grand Scnlincl: 

"Worthv Grand Matron. Riaht Worthy Grand Conductress. DIS- 
tinguished and Honored Guests and members of the California 
Grand Chapter: 

First I want to bring you greetings from 44,000 members of the 
Order of the Eastern Star in Colorado, the finest in the land. 

Worthy Grand Matron, I want to thank you for the invitation 
to visit your Grand Session, and to thank you for all of the cour- 
tesies extended to me. I really believe that I have been well re- 
paid for my efforts to attend your Grand Chapter. I am sorry 
that I will only he able to he here two days, but I have met your 
Past Grands and many of your members and I think they are a 
fine lot of people--just as nice as those in Colorado and Texas. 

I think that i t  was the wings of fate that gave me the privilege 
of serving in General Grand Chapter with one of the most gra- 
cious ladies in the Eastern Star world, our Right Worthy Grand 
Conductress, Sister Mildred Harris. 

It is nice to he in the home Grand Chapter of one of our co- 
workers, the Chairman of the International Temple Committee, 
Margaret Hughes Lauritzen. She has done a splendid job in her 
position. She has worked very, very hard and I know that her 
report to General Grand Chapter will be outstanding. I know the 
work she is doing because I served on that Committee for three 
years. 

Last night the Worthy Grand Matron said, "I am glad to know 
you, General Grand Officers. I was a little afraid and rather 
timid as I did not know just what kind of people General Grand 
Chapter members and officers were." I informed her that we 
were just members of our Chapters and fate picked us to serve 
you in General Grand Chapter, so she had nothing to fear. 

My prayer is that I will always he considered a member of 
Inglewood Chapter No. 128, as well as a General Grand Chapter 
Officer. 
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I hear that you have an election coming up and I hope that 
the candidates will realize that Fate will cast the final ballot, and 
that you will have kindness in your hearts after that ballot is cast. 
If you win, do so with humility; if you lose, take it like a champ. 
Sometimes you win when you lose. 

I would like to compliment the members of California on their 
lovely and gracious leader and her officers. If it were not for you 
she could not have this beautiful session, so I thank you for all 
of the lovely things that we have here tonight. 

Sisters and Brothers, after this Session is over and you have 
returned to your homes and had time to reflect and meditate on 
the beautiful messages and sights that you have seen here, may 
you resolve to live within the teachings of our Order and within 
the boundaries of our Obligation, for by so doing you will become 
better neighbors, better friends, better parents, and above all, 
better Eastern Stars." 

Response: Francis J. Herz, Past Grand Patron: 

"Right Worthy Grand Sentinel, it is fortunate for us that you 
accepted the invitation of our Worthy Grand Matron to attend our 
Grand Session. You have already made many friends here by 
your friendly personality. We trust and hope that you will come 
out and visit us many times during your tour of duty as a General 
Grand Chapter officer. We thank you very much." 

Worthy Grand Matron, Marguerite Weisheimer: 
"Thank you, Dr. Francis. 
My remarks will be brief, but there are a few things I must 

say to this first Session of our Grand Chapter. 
First, my most grateful thanks to all of you who have made it 

so beautiful for all of us. My special "thank you," too, far our 
Host and Hostess this evening, Sister Gilma and Dr. Francis, two 
who are so dear to my heart and who have stood by my side on 
so many occasions in the past, that I thought it appropriate that 
they should be at  my side tonight. 

My thanks to you, our Past Grand Matron, Sister Thelma, for 
directing the beautiful entrance march. She and Sister Gilrna were 
co-chairmen for this night, and she and Sister Gilma worked so 
hard to make it the beautiful thing it was. 

My thanks to you, Grand Officers, Deputy Grand Matrons, 
these Grand Representatives, my Worthy Matrons and Worthy 
Patrons, our Choral group, everyone who has labored to bring nut 
only a happy session, but a beautiful one for us. 

My heartfelt welcome to our distinguished guests. We hope 
that they will be with us as much as possible through this week 
as we pursue our deliberations and lend to us the moral support 
of their presence. 

A special thank you to the officers of Novato Chapter, a new 
Chapter that I had the joy of helping to institute three years ago, 
from Novato, near San Rafael. These officers put on a little drill, 
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Uncle Sam Drill, on one of the party nights. We were so en- 
chanted with it, I asked if they would care to come to our Grand 
Chapter, (and of course, I had to mention that it would have to 
be a t  their own expense). The Chapter kindly consented and sent 
the entire corps, a very great undertaking, for our pleasure and 
I am very grateful and proud of them. 

I am very, very proud of our membership. I thank you for every 
lovely thing you have done in these past dark weeks to make 
me feel secure in your help and your understanding. 

There are so many whom I would thank, and I only hope that 
they will know my "thank you" comes out to them like a bouquet 
of flowers all bound together with a ribbon of gratitude, and that 
each will pluck from that bouquet a special flower of thanks meant 
just for them. 

Just a year ago I stood on a high place, surrounded by the 
Wings of Faith that you had given me. I walked from that place 
into the path of duty and I have tried to follow it. Tonight you 
have returned me to my high place and I believe my Wings of 
Faith will sustain us all. 

May God Bless and keep you, every one. 
Will you join with me in singing our closing Ode, "May the 

Good Lord Bless and Keep You." 
The Session was closed at  11:20 P.M. 

Tuesday, October 22,1957 

At 10 A.M. on Tuesday, Sister Mabel Tellefson, Junior Past 
Grand Matron and Brother Reuben Wright, Junior Past Grand 
Patron, were escorted to the East and called the Session to order. 

Entrance: 
The Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons, Grand Representa- 

tives, Assistant Grand Warders, Assistant Grand Sentinels. Pages, 
Deputy Grand Matrons and Grand Officers entered and assumed 
their respective stations. 

Brother Reuben Wright, Jr. Past Grand Patron, acted as Worthy 
Grand Patron Tuesday morning. 

Greetings: Mabel Tellefson, Jr., Past Grand Matron: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, Acting Worthy Grand Patron. Distin- 
guished East, Sisters and Brothers: 

We greet you this morning and welcome you to the 84th annual 
session of our Grand Chapter. We want you to really feel wel- 
come and a t  the end of the week when you return to your homes I 
hope you will take with you something of value, something to 
give you that sense of satisfaction that comes with accomplish- 
ment and work well done. 

We are pleased to have so many members from other Juris- 
dictions and honored to have these members from General Grand 
Chapter, including our own Margaret Hughes Lauritzen. Chair- 
man of the International Temple Committee. We claim Sister 



ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 25 

Mildred Harris, Right Worthy Grand Conductress, as our own and 
I believe before Brother Hastings, Right Worthy Grand Sentinel, 
leaves us he will be singing the praises of California along with his 
beloved Colorado and Florida. 

Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite, each Worthy Grand 
Matron is privileged to preside over one Grand Chapter. I sin- 
cerely thank you for giving me a part in your Grand Session. 
This is the culmination of your year's work. Many extra hands 
are willing to help you all week. 

None of us can see what is the tomorrow, but there is satisfac- 
tion and assurance in the words of the one who wrote "you can- 
not see around the bend in the road but there is no need to, for 
as thy days are, so shall thy strength be." May the One who heeds 
the sparrow's fall guide and protect you. 

I count my life richer and hetter because of my experience as 
Worthy Grand Matron. We who have passed this way do not 
ask that our mistakes be covered by the broad mantle of charity, 
hut that they be stepping stones to greater successes for those 
who follow. 

Jesus said, "He who would be highest among you shall be thy 
servant." Brother Elmer, our late 1957 Worthy Grand Patron, 
was our servant, always working for the good of Grand Chapter 
and for the best interests of our Order. I am sure he and our be- 
loved Dora wished that the kindnesses you bestowed upon him 
would return to you in blessings, rich, abounding and eternal. 

Let us thank our Heavenly Father for this beautiful day, for 
rest and for the comforts we enjoy. May we so live and serve 
that His Kingdom may came, His will be done." 

Greetinss: Reuben Wright, Acting Worthy Grand Patron: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, our Junior Past Grand Matron, our Dis- 

tinguished and Honored Guests of General Grand Chapter, Past 
Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons of this and other Juris- 
dictions, Delegates, members of this Grand Chapter: 

This morning it is my happy privilege to join with our Worthy 
Grand Matron in welcoming you to this 84th Session of the Grand 
Chapter in this beautiful City by the Sea. I pray that our Heav- 
enly Father will guide our Worthy Grand Matron, Delegates and 
Members assembled, in the best course for the good of our Order 
and that this will be a harmonious and fruitful Grand Chapter 
Session. The delegates who have been chosen leaders of their 
subordinate Chapters have had full confidence placed in their 
integrity and their ability to take part in the business of this 
Session. 

May I extend to you a most cordial welcome, and at  this time 
express my thanks to our Worthy Grand Matron for the privilege 
of taking part in  this 84th Grand Session. I have been asked 
to serve at  this morning's session in the place of one whom we 
have all learned to love and respect. I accepted this honor in all 
humility, knowing full well that I am not as well qualified as he 
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whose place I assume. Again, Worthy Grand Matron, I thank you 
for this courtesy. 

Welcome to all who are here:' 

Worthy Grand Matron. Marguerite Weisheimer: 

"Thank you, Sister Mabel, for opening this session, and Brother 
Reuben Wright, I am happy to have you beside me." 

Opening: 

A constitutional number of Chapters answering to roll call the 
84th Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of California was 
opened in regular form by the Grand Officers. 

Prayer: Thelma Schleifer, Grand Chaplain: 

"Most gracious God, facing the activities and the opportunities 
of this week, may we be eager and not reluctant. Keep us ever 
alert to the need for change and open, as channels, for Divine 
power- Help us to keep keen the edges of our minds, to keep our 
thinking straight and true. Give us the will to keep our passions 
in control. Help us, 0 God, at  the point of uncertainty, for there 
is no uncertainty with Thee, for Thou hast a plan. 

Bless and keep our Sisters of our Eastern Star Home, and en- 
fold our Mary Warmer with Thy strong presence. 

We pray especially today for our Worthy Grand Matron, our 
beloved Marguerite. Give to her good health for the physical 
strains of her office, good judgment for the decisions she must 
make, wisdom beyond her own, and clear understanding for the 
problems of this 84th Grand Session Week. We thank Thee for 
her humble reliance upon Thee. May she go often to the Throne 
of Grace, as we commend her to Thy loving care and Thy guiding 
hand. In Thy strong Name we pray. Amen." 

Flag Escort: 

Brother George D. Danielson, Associate Grand Patron, acted as 
Flag Bearer. 

Flag Tribute: 
The Grand Marshal, Everina Rheingans, presented the Flag at  

the Altar and gave the following tribute: 
"Old Glory! 

The emblem first in our hearts as Americans! 
The symbol of a country where the belief in the existence of a 

Supreme Being and the brotherhood of man is the birthright of 
every child. 

We salute you! 
Independence, Liberty, Freedom! These are words that ring in 

our hearts like exulting bells; the very essence of the American 
ideals which you represent. 

You are woven of a thousand dreams, an unfaltering faith in 
God; belief in the destiny of America as a Nation; humility, wis- 
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dom, compassion, courage, sacrifice; yes and gratitude, gratitude 
for our many blessings and a firm resolve to be always worthy of 
them. 

Threaded through your fabric we find the Stars, which to mem- 
bers of the Order of the Eastern Star, represent the guiding Light 
we follow in our search for Truth, for without religious inspiration 
our American ideals would die; the Stripes, those straight lines 
of integrity from which we must never veer if we are to meet the 
challenge of our times; and the colors, Red for the fervency of 
those who died to preserve you, White for the loyalty of those 
who gave up their homes to defend you, and Blue for the fidelity 
of the pledge we give to always support you. 

To us, there is no more beautiful sight than to see you, upright. 
proud and untarnished, taking your rightful place in our Chapter 
rooms. 

Sisters and Brothers, let us make this pledge to our flag a re- 
newed dedication to all the ideals for which America stands. 
Worthy Grand Matron, I have the honor to present the flag of the 
United States of America." 

The audience joined in the Pledge of Allegiance and singing of 
"God Bless America," after which the Flag was pasted in the East. 

Worthy Grand Matron, Marguerite Weisheirner: 

"It is my pleasure, Acting Worthy Grand Patron, that you pre- 
side." 

Acting Worthy Grand Patron, Reuben Wright: 

"Sisters and Brothers, I am indeed honored this morning to 
assume this station in the place of one whom we had all learned 
to respect. I feel, as we all do, with a sad heart, but it has been 
beyond our power to halt or change and we must go on with the 
business of this Grand Chapter. 

I invite your attention at  this time to the report of our Worthy 
Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite, may we have your report at 
this time?" 

ANNUAL ADDRESS OF THE WORTHY GRAND MATRON 

Past Grand Patron, Distinguished Guests, Grand Officers, present 
and past, Members of this Grand Chapter, my Sisters and Brothers: 

To you I make this my accounting of my stewardship in your 
service. 

I t  was Phillip Brooks who defined the good life in these eloquent 
words: "To work, to help, and to be helped; to learn sympathy 
through suffering, to learn faith by perplexity, to reach truth 
through wonder, behold! this is what it means to prosper, this is 
what i t  is to live." 

According to those words, this has been a year of true living for 
me. My first thanks must go to Him who has guided and protected 
my way, with gratitude for the continued blessing of health and 
strength and peace of mind to serve each day. 
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Twelve short months ago I walked, sustained and upheld by 
Wings of Faith to this position in the Grand East. All through this 
year those fragile but indestructible wings have continued to sup- 
port me, even through the darkest days, while the two short but 
infinitely meaningful words of our motto, "I helieve" gave ex- 
pression to my deepest faith, and feeling of dedication in this 
service. 

OFFICIAL ACTS 
The selection of the few Grand Officers to be appointed from 

among the many so deserving of recognition was a most difficult 
task. It was my desire to distribute the honors over the State, so 
you will note that exactly half of the appointive Grand Officers 
come from the North, and half from the Southern part of the 
State. It was also desirable to honor deserving Chapters, and at  
the same time select those who had demonstrated their loyalty to 
our Order through continued service to their own Chapters, and 
of whom we could justly be proud. With all this in  mind, the se- 
lections were made: 
Mrs. Thelma Sr' ' " 
Xrs. Everina R1 
Mrs. Irene T-. 
Mrs. Johanna A 
Mrs. Margaret Nottingha 
Mrs. Vlrginla Fish 
Mrs. Malgaret 1 
Mrs. Marjol 
Mrs. Beulah arrpnen 
Mr. Wm. Flscher ......... ~~~ 

Deputy Grand Matrons: 
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District Nu. 37-*Ira. Winifred Thompson (250) 514 S. Murphy Ave.. 
Sunnyvale 

District NO. 38-Mrs. LoYce Swengel (530) 1289 Lennan Way  Ban Jose  
District No. 39-Mrs. Rub Whitley (339) 211 N. Frernont. Mknteoa 
District No. 4 k M r s .  May~e l l e  Howe (138) 1015 College Ave. Modesto 
DiSfrict No. 41-Mrs. Elleabeth hlonteilh (286) 1966 Arbox. ~ k e .  Turlock 
District NO. 42-Mrs. Estel Mayfield (680) F.O. Box 415, Mall"; 

Monterey Co. 
District NO. 43-Mrs. Josephine Lsnini  (282) 703 Bassef King c i t y  
District NO. 4GMrs .  Hazel Probert (126) Box 7 Planada 
District No. 45-Mrs. Marion Petersen (557) 837'~oosevelf Fresno 4 
D i s t~ l c t  NO. 4 6 M r s .  Georgia MeBria? (257) 41806 Road 52 Rt. 3 Reedley 
Dlstrict No. 47-Mrs. Carolyn Hightower (41) 217 W. ~ u s h ' s t . .  &moors 
District No. 48-Mrs. Alice Elkins (94) Kt. 1 Box 659 Tulare 
Dlstrict No. 49-Mrs. Atllanda Marvin (587) BOX 348 bayucos 
District NO. 5 k M r 8 .  Nadine Barr  (100) 71 Mission kan Luis Oblspo 
Distriot No. 51-Mrs. Wllms Webb (323) 403 Olive s t .  Box 127 Marloopa 
Distriot No. 5%Miss Nina Blackford (659) 323 b ran cis ~ & e r i f i e l d  
District NO. h3-Mrs. Salena Sheltren (595) Box 322, rde Vining, Mono Co. 
District No. 5 6 M r s .  Mae Otto (547) 110 Yucca Box 515 Trona 
Dlstrict No. 55-Mrs. Dorothy Bradley (501) 2169 Modoo k d .  Santa  Barbara  
District No. 5b-Mrs. Grace Hill (403) 7831 Vantage North kollywaod 
District No. 57-Mrs. Vivian Ketcherslde (494) 3863'vista Court. 

L8 CIescenta 
District No. 58-Mrs. Eva  I n n a m  (398) 600 Harding San  Fernando 
District No. 5S--Mrs. Helen G. Moore (492) 208 No. juanita Ave., 

Redondo Beach 
Dlstrict No. 6 k M r s .  Laura Underwood (192) 6407 Bemidge Ed.. ,-- 

Y Y 1  L % L I S C - . C h  

District NO. 61-Mrs. Evelyn Carr (216) 1519 Cassil Place, Las Aageles 28 
District No. 6 g M r ~ .  Karoline Harris (354) 1428 Nadeau Dr.. 

h a  Aneeler 1 9  

Dlstrlet No. 73-Mrs. Terry Jurgensen (310) 659 Newport Ave. U n g  Beach 
District No. 7 G M r s .  IIelen Ledbetter (526) 1453 N. Grand 0ds Ave.. 

Pasadena 7 ~~~~-~ ~ 

District No. 75-Mrs. Mildrpd Rnmrv ' d * P )  1116 S. Hidalpo Ave.. Alhambra 
Distriet No. 76-Mrs. Ethel  Turner (471) 270 Arbolada Dr. Arcadis 
Dlstrict No. 77-Mrs. P a m a  Post (402) 17150 Burton St. &n Nuys 
DlstPlCt NO. 78--Mrs. Sadie Dorsey (143) 14522 Ibex A";. Norwalk 
District NO. 7 S M r s .  Hazel Stodart (240) 6312 Marshal Ave. Buena Pa rk  
District No. 8 b M r s .  Lucy Tallon (388) 1825 Poinsettia ~ v e . '  Santa  Ana 
Distriot No. 81-Mrs. Ethyl Russell (202) 4832 Vedna Dr. cdvina 
District No. 82-Mrs. Ethel  @rum (346) 427 E. 13th St. iJpland 
Distriet No. 83-Mrs. Mary Staples (548) 2944 stoddkrd Ave.. 

San  Bernardino 
District No. 84-Mrs. Mildred Kayrner (142) 3 W. Colton Ave., Redlands 
Distrlet No. 8 6 M r s .  Mildred Koch (162) Rt. 1 Box 1432 Noroo 
District No. 86-Mry. Florence Muwhy (576) 4i5 ~ a t e n c i o  Lane. 

Palm Springs 
District No. 87-Mrs. Ella Tyler (276) 663 Brighton Ave. E l  Centro 
District No. 88-Mrs. There  Smith (154) P.O. Box 724 ~ e c o n d i d o  
~ i s t r ~ c t  NO. 8 G M r s .  Grace B. Dollar (332) 160 F A V ~ ,  coronado 
District No. 9 6 M r s .  Ruby Byron (96) 225 Chula vista' St.. Chula Vista 

SWdiW and Special Committees 
Credential. 

Anna ShrnUer 129\,.. . . COR) .i*.vrlle A v e  . Hunt i l l~run  Park 
Henry Woods (18 1;iY Oak S t  SBn Mate0 
Anna blohlfeldr tz ' 1 7 h i ' s l n  Juro Ave.. s i n  Franelaco 
Genlldine Fisher (2 . 5 4 5  Shle ld~.  Yan Vrancisco 
Hoberr W \inittrc,r 
John Dlngeld~ln I626 R23 12. nloraclo Place. Altadena 
Ivonne Love  (473) m Madre Blvd.. Pasadena 8 
Ilnymond Staleup G IP. 54th St., L ~ s  Angoler 

Constitution and sy -Laws  
Waldo Postel (196) h i  Bldg San Francisco 
W. Frank Holman (168) ...................... .. ...... 711 W. 43rd PI& Las A n g e l ~ s  
Jamea Lw Halley (255) .................................... 0 3  Flood Rldg.. S B ~  Rancisoo  
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. 
Ernest E. Will!;~m~ (308) ............................... 2125 15th Ave.. San Francisco 16 
Lloyd E. Griffrn (264) ........................... 1043 E. Brlarfield Dr.. Sen Diego 
George Harlan (513) ............................................ 1411 46th St.. Sacrammto 16 

Finanre  
................................... ouy  w. ~ r u n d a g e  (57) 182 college Way, ~ u b u r n ~ ~  1 year 

........................... ~ e r n l c e  Jan  Baaich (465) 2533 so.  2nd ~ v e . ,  Arcadia 2 years 
................................ F P B ~ C I S  J. ~ e r z  (183) 2358 14th Aye.. sari Francisco 3 years 

C h a ~ t e r s  and Dispensations 
L O ~ S  B. Tarnba (150) ..................... 1226 Swanston Dr., Sacramento 
Lllllan W. Padestn. ( 4 7 0 )  . 29 San Leandro Way. San Franel8ca 
~ a b e l  W. Tellefson (3951.L ................................. ~.~4230 Irving Place. Culver City 

Anneals and Grievances .~ . 
~ ~ l e n  Louise Edwards ( 1 1 1 )  ................................ 1121 Cerritos Dr.. Fullerton 
prank D. Cruse (418) ........................................ 2557 Sixth Ave.. Ias A n ~ e l e s  18 
~ i k q  >lay C o o ~ e r  (190). ........................................... 2978 Goaan Way, Sacramento 

Fraternal  Correspondence 
jessie Wells (209) 2015 2nd Ave.  AD^. 106 Ids Aniples 18 
netty panison (472) ............................................ I583 17ih Ave., $an Francisco 22 

..................... ~(athryn nlakutchan (26s) 353:l W, 7th s t . .  Apt. 7, flu* Anaalrs 

Mileage 
liar1 Calawell (612) ................................................. ~-.. ...... llox 463. Mentpne 
03.an Bowdish (374) ............ 1845 24th ~ v e . ,  San Frano~sco 
~ o o r g e  F. Bailey (2841.~ ...................................... 1670 31th Ave.. San Prsneisco 

.. 
. . . . . .  .AX!.CS 3104;e11t~~ (3:o,l, 215 snnfn Asnx st.. S surh (: ~ l r  . . . .  1,. 11 .Jt,r.lnt# ,4<-:%1 . . 1 1 1 1  ~.'IIIIIIIR A T ? .  5urll( 1ll.ll~ll.. d 
. . .  Z+lrz# L Isray <?621 213; 15th .k$v. S 3 , .  Yr:<cwL<.* 

Scholarahips 
mlvetta Grohl (138) Knights Berry .................................................................... 1 year 

.... zoa Ray Pattee (454) 3975 Prospect Ave.. I a s  Angeles years 
Esther Wagness (300) The Oaks. S p d n ~  Valley ............... ...........-. 3 years 
~ ~ u l a e  Thompson (125) 4000 W. 58th Place., l a s  Angeles 4 years 
crace R. Butterfield (124) 262 20th Ave. San Francisco . -. 5 years 

J. c ~ l r r o r d  Lee cdnser Fund 
~ i l m a  Vlck Noyers (555) 830 Nonnal Ave., Fresn 
~ o y  Bowman (468) 370 W. Artesia Blvd.. Pomon 
Helen Bell DeBeers (467) 91 Annandale. Pasaden 
Thelma Bailey (289) 3845 Lavell Drlve h 8  Ang 
Helen Bratschie (297) 2873 E. 17th ~ b . .  Oaklan 

Cou~tesies to  Digni tsr i  s 
Agnes Barnes (237 E. Glenoaks Bivd.. Glendale 
George H. Halle 846 Lavell Drive, l a r  Angeles 
~ u t h  Floyd (554 Monterey Rd. So. Pasadena 
G ~ ~ C O  Diem Be Route i BOX 325 m i  
Thell Ghiottl ( h ~ v e .  ' s an  Frahclseo 

19 N. 2nd st.. g i n s  ~ ~ t y  
2700 Holly Ave.. Arcadia 

Isabel hlosher (26 Paeheeo. San Francisco 
T I O U ~ S ~  Clark (329 tillian Dr. las Angeles 
Thurman Dee Moye 30 x o m a i  Ave.. Fresno 

General Chairman, Grand Chapter Week 
nalors K. Httrnhnln (502) 3920 Country Club Dr.. Long Beach 7 

Grand Chapter Week Aotivitier 
.......................................... ~ d " a  Roach ( j l l ) . . .  2 0  Hardlng. Long Beach 6 

........ ~ ~ " n e t h  P. ~ l l l o t t  ( 1 7 3 ) ~ .  2 Xapnolis. Long Beach 6 
........ ~ a r o l d  D. ~ a t t h e x r r  (310) 1314 E. 3rd St.. mng Beach 12 

Housing 
charles H. noone (173) .................................. 3434 Lsdoga Ave. I a n g  Beach 8 
paul B. Taylor (436) .................................. 2 3 2 5  Easy Ave.:Long Beach 10 
 ora ah E. Pierce (173) ................. 2 4  Orizaba Aue.. l a n g  Beach 8 

Banquets 
.......... norothv Wilson (435)..~~ 1453 Anaheim Place. I a n g  Beach 4 . . . 

Benevolent Fund 
.................................................... ~ ~ v t h r y n  Farwell (115) General Chairman 3 years 

1718 Santa Clara Ave.. Alameda 
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Grand Representatives: 

These are our Ambassadors of Good Will. 
Recommended: It was my happy privilege to recommend the 

following California members to represent other Grand Jurisdic- 
tions. 

~ep re sen t a t i ve  Of Representative O f  
Susvn Grube Coloriido nllen Murray Mlssouri 
h e v  ~ n g e r m e n  Cnnnectlcut Uetty Robeck Nevada 
Geneva Pardee Idahq Beth Raymacher S e w  Brunswick 
Virdnia  Garland, I l l ino~s Beasle Rall New Mexico 
Plnrer~ce (irundwiekIndiana Edna Miller New York 
Alda Graves Lou i s l an~  Xlna  Corcoran Oklahoma 
Peg- Church Xaine Vena Shaw Ontario 
Ruby D. Randall Manitoba H e l m  Castle South Carolina 
.&lice C. Gross Xaryland Jerlean Achton West Virginia 

Grand Representatives appoinbed: 
Upon recommendation of Worthy Grand Matrons of other Grand 

Jurisdictions, I have been pleased to appoint and commission the 
Pollowing Sisters as Grand Representatives of California in their 
respective Grand Jurisdictions: 

Representative In ~ep re sen t a t i ve  ln 

Dispensations Granted: 
Ballot and Initiate the  Same Meeting 
1958 23-Fullerton No. 191 

October 
24--Faith No. 514 
24-Sulsun No. 2 

22-Imperial No. 229 R1-santn Maria No. 493 
23-Campbell No. 553 31-Estrelia No. 412 
23-Rainbow No. 385 
23-Madera No. 92 X o ~ e m b c r  
23-West Adarns No. 411 10-Buena Park  No. 240 
23-West Adams No. 411 1B--Roenn Park No. 240 





MARGUERITE WElSHElMER 
Worthy Grand Matron 
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July 
16-Placer No. 49 
24-Estrella NO. 412 
24-Sunbeam No. 376 

August 
7-Portola No. 321 

13-Fallbrook No. 390 
September 

13-Ross M. Shattuek No. 504 
13--Coronado No. 332 
li-Vailejo No. 278 
19-Larohmont No. 463 

October 
10-Haber No. 181 
lo-Mountain S tar  No. 685 

TO hold installation of Officers a t  
time not specified by Grand 
Chapter 

November 
6--Coachella Valley No. 360 
&Ocean View No. 111 

I&;YormIk No. 143 
13--Innia No. 199 
14-searles Lake No. 547 
21-North Eas t  No. 254 

December 
13--Grafton No. 379 

January 
18-Loyalty No. 211 

.1uiv . ~~~. 
w a r m e l  No. 581 

22-Mono No. 59a 
21-La Jolla No. 479 

September 
2GFernda l e  No. 23 

October 
15-Mt. Fern No. 62 

RE-Ballot 
1956 

October 
31-Triangle No. 456 

1957 
January  

2-Ocean View No. 111 
February 

25-George Washington No. 

April 24 
2 P C o r o n s  NO. 10; 

Mav 
1 L ~ o m o  No. 50 
22-Ascot No. 437 
24-Escondido No. 1j4 
2 ( L U  Habra  No. 508 

August 
24-Santa 51onica Nco. 113 

September 
2C-Fort Sut te r  No. 420 

Ootober 
I@-Semper Fidelis KO. 135 

~ e c e i v e  and Ballot Same Evening 
June 

a ILMsnches t e r  KO. 449 
August 

2 7 4 a s i m i r  No. 252 (2) 
September 

l7-Estreila No. 412 
Receive Under Required Residence 

Account U.S. Sewice 
14<7 

February 
19-Miguelito No. 176 

March ....~ - - ~  

6-Cambda Pines No. 625 
G C a m b r l a  Pines No. 525 

May 
13-San Lorenso No. 577 

Receive Under 6 Months Residence 
1957 

April 
l-Naomi No. 36 
8-Evening S t a r  No. 10 

1<2" ..-. 
20-Mercedes No. 126 
27-Xwmi No. 36 

June 
24-Southland No. 307 

augus t  
29-Estrella No. 412 

September 
18-Harbor Lights KO. 600 (3) 
27--Carme1 No. 581 

20--Magnolia Park  No. 698 

Authorizations: 
February 

ZbAuthor lzed  Eva  Ingram t o  ac t  as Deputy Grand Matron for  Granada 
Hills Chapter 

27-Authorined Tern.  Jurgenson to act as Deputy Grand Matron i a r  S tar  
of I akevood  Chapter 

A ~ B P C ~  
5-Authorized the  Grand Secretan. t o  waive i ine account books des- 

t ~ o y e d  on death of Worthy Matron of La Paz  Chapter No. 584 
April 

32-Authorized the Grand Secretary to waive fine in eonneetlon with 
books stolen from car 01 Worthy Patron o i  Utopia Chapter No. 441 

May 
l-Authorized R l a  InPam t o  act ss Deprlty Grand Matron lor Star of 

Palmdirle Chapter 
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24-Esther No. TPinereasing dues 
24-Chino Valley No. 3 3 h h a n g i n g  meeting night 
24-Palomsr No. 665--enan$lng hour of meeting 
2CTomallce No. 3SD--providing for  Trustees 
24-Elslnore No. 243-omitting meetings in duly and August 
24--S~nta Ynez Valley No. 466-increas~ng fees and dues 

' Seotember 
4-Beacon No. 383-inoreasing dues 
?-El Petrol No. 607-Increasing fees and dues 

11-axnard  No. 322-lncrealng allowances lor jewels and f u r  expelises 
of Worthy hlatron and Associate Matron to  Grsnd Chapter 

l P E l  Cajon No. 429-providing lor Trustees 
14-San Ramon Valley No. 688--omitli,ng meeting Jan. 1st  
I ~ - R O S ~  M. shattuck No. 6OPprovld1?g lor duties 01 Trustees and 

elected officers; stating amount for ~ewels 
17-South Park No. 4.13--increasing dues 
20-Santa Anita No. 576-limiting tenure of office 
20-Laurel No. 186--omitting meetings 
20--Granada. No. 442-increasing dues 
2fi-Wlllaw Glen No. 63winereasing dues 
26-Normal Heights No. 478-mittiw meetings 

October 
8-vista. cerri to NO. 686-limiting tenure of olflce: omitting meetings: 

prohlbitin gilts in Chapter 
3-Henry S. %,me No. 482-increain~ dues 
S--Yiolet No, 102-inoreasin lees and dues 
7-Ml~iam NO, a02--inoreas?ng fees and dues: providing amount for 

refreshments 
7-Ionla No. 188-Increasing salaries 

10-Bettlna No. 399-mittlng meetings 
11-Bell No. 393-inereaaing dues 
11-Marshall No. 86-nlitlln meetln s 
I S M o n t e r e y  No. 2%-mittyng meetkgs:  setting aa* of Secretary; 

ravlding for life membership for 60 year members 
12-Rorning Star No. 61-Increasing dues 
17-Holly Vista No. 517-increasing dues 

Correswndence: Official Communications: 
To All Chapters in  California: 
My Sisters and Brothers: 

More than 1900 years ago a Star shone over Bethlehem, herald- 
ing the birth of a Child who was to be the Light of the World. 

Today the Christmas Star shines all through the year to those 
of us who belong to our beautiful Order. I t  symbolizes more than 
a traditional heritage, or a season, but has become a way of life, 
teaching the old lessons which are forever new of the rays of that 
Star. 

May those lessons live in  your hearts, and enrich your lives a t  
this Christmas season, and may God's most precious blessings of 
health, peace and happiness he yours now, and all through the 
New Year. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Marguerite Weisheimer 

Worthy Grand Matron 
Elmer J. Walther 

Worthy Grand Patron 
Maud McWilliams Smith 

Grand Secretary 
January 1,1957 

To Allchapters in California: 
My Sisters and Brothers: 

The New Year has opened its opportunities to us, and is rich 
with possibilities. It is my earnest desire that a history of accom- 
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plishment will be recorded before another New Year comes. 
We, of our Order, have many ways in which we show our con- 

cern and compassion for those less fortunate than ourselves, but 
many of our members know little of them. In order that our mem- 
bers throughout the State may have more lmowledge of these 
workings for good, I have ass~gned to each of our Grand Star 
Points a specific duty, that of bringing information to each of our 
Chapters through their corresponding Officer. Grand Adah, and 
her Adahs of California will bring information about the J. Clif- 
ford Lee Cancer Fund. Grand Ruth, and her Ruths, about the 
Eastern Star Temple in  Washington, D.C. Grand Esther, and her 
Esthers, the Blood Bank. Grand Martha, and her Marthas, the 
O.E.S. Home. Grand Electa, and her Electas, the special project 
of our Cancer Dressing Stations. 

In addition, I am asking our Grand Chaplain to give informa- 
tion on the Eastern Star Training-for-Religious-Leadership pro- 
gram. 

It is our earnest hope that as you learn more of the good our 
Order is doing, and the untold good that can be done, your pride 
in your membership in such an Order will be increased, and we 
will become better known as a group dedicated to relieving suffer- 
ing, rather than only to "social enjoyment." 

A very happy New Year to each and every one of you. 
Sincerely and fraternally, 

Marguerite Weisheimer 
Worthy Grand Matron 

February 15,1957 

To AU Chapters in California, O.E.S. 
Dear Sisters and Brothers: 

Public Schools Week will be celebrated this year April 29th to 
May 4th, and in line with the policy adopted a t  the last session of 
the Grand Chapter, you are again urged to give your hearty s u p  
port to this project which was originally started and sponsored by 
the Masonic Brethren. 

You are asked to visit the Public School in your neighborhood 
during this week and to see for yourself the work that is being 
done for the growing youth of this country. Our Public Schools 
teach the principles and traditions of our Nation, and we must be 
ever alert to combat subversive influences, whether religious or 
political, which would in any way undermine or destroy our right 
to freedom. 

Remember, our Public Schools are the foundation stone of our 
democracy and must be protected, supported and maintained to 
continue the work started by our forebears. 

With best wishes and hoping that every member of the Order 
in California will visit at  least one school during the week of April 
29th, 1957, 

Sincerely and fraternally, 
Marguerite Weisheimer 

Worthy Grand Matron 
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'I-District No. 52-Tehachapi No. 188, Bakersfield No. 125, 
Caledonia No. 391, Security No. 426, Libertas No. 362. De- 
lano No. 146, Oildale No. 559. 

8-Districts Nos. 56, 57, 58-North Hollywood No. 403, Heritage 
U.D., Reseda No. 505, Canoga No. 452, Van Nuys No. 338, 
Noel U.D., Sunshine No. 327, San Fernando No. 398, Burbank 
No. 352, Magnolia Park No. 598, Home No. 592, Tujunga No. 
445, Crescenta Valley No. 494, Glendale No. 422, Glen Eyrie 
No. 237, Eagle Rock No. 313, Esperanza No. 167, Atwater No. 
522. 

9-District No. 69-South Park No. 443, York No. 343, Florence 
No. 477, Pearl No. 147, Manchester No. 449, Jordan No. 500, 
Gardena No. 260, Parva Stella U.D. 

10-District No. 8 1 S a n  Dimas No. 509, Baldwin Park No. 527, 
Jasmine No. 145, West Covina No. 607, La Paloma No. 202, 
Glen No. 357, La Puente No. 325. 

ll-District No. 59-Pleiades No. 281, Siloam No. 406, Acacia No. 
21, Nimshi No. 424, Composite No. 498, Rose Croix No. 317, 
Henry S. Orme No. 492. 

12-District No. 82-Chino Valley No. 330, Star of the West No. 
468, Pomona No. 110, Upland No. 346, Claremont No. 324, 
Euclid No. 179. 

15-District No. 76-Lexington No. 172, Monrovia No. 227, Ar- 
cadia No. 471, Santa Anita No. 575, Sojourner No. 608, Sierra 
Madre No. 299. 

16-District No. ?&South Pasadena No. 272, East Pasadena No. 
473, Melita No. 467, Pasadena No. 108, Altadena No. 526, 
Southland No. 307. 

18-District No. 61-Arlington No. 418, Sunset No. 216, Bethel 
No. 476, Utopia No. 441, Majestic No. 480, Los Angeles No. 
168, Daylight No. 265. 

19-District No. 4 6 D i n u b a  No. 261, Monte Vista No. 271, Helio- 
trope No. 93, Kingsburg No. 312, Reedley No. 257. Sanger 
No. 482. 

22-District No. 44-Madera No. 92. Chowuhilla No. 365, Las 
Mariposas No. 200, Dos Palos No. 545, Centinela No. 136, 
Mercedes No. 126. 

23-District No. 39-Pentalpha No. 339, Stockton No. 373, Golden 
Poppy No. 355, Homo No. 50, Escallonia No. 447, Joaquin No. 
348. 

24-District No. 21-Heber No. 181, Rose No. 292, Natoma No. 
233, San Juan No. 563, Penrhyn No. 159. 

25-Districts Nos. 19, 2O--iSacramento No. 190, Ada No. 301, El 
Camino No. 428, Columbus No. 117, Naomi No. 36, Rainbow 
No. 385, Temple No. 513, Lauralane No. 529, Fort Sutter No. 
420, Rising Star No. 593. 

26-District No. 34-California 'No. 183, Yerba Buena No. 228, 
Starr King No. 204, Parnassus No. 269, Mission No. 155, 
Trinity No. 434, Fireside No. 440. 
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28-District No. 16-Gold Ridge No. 161, Mill Valley No. 219, 
Morning Star No. 61, Rose Valley No. 33, San Rafael No. 215, 
Fairfax No. 594, Novato No. 609. 

30-District No. 28-Golden Chain No. 303, O'akland No. 140, 
Athens No. 217, Nova Dies No. 544, Oak Leaf No. 8, Encina 
No. 519. 

February 

2-District No. 25-Acantha No. 249, Beacon No. 383, Miramar 
No. 205, Vista Cerrito No. 586, Point No. 394, Albany No. 550. 

4-District No. 37-Palo Alto No. 213, Campbell No. 553, Sunny- 
vale No. 250, Santa Clara No. 195, Los Gatos No. 128, Mira 
Monte No. 141. 

5-District No. 3GFraterni ty  No. 288, San Jose No. 31, Willow 
Glen No. 530, Jarman No. 493, Manzanita No. 342, Starlight 
No. 401. 

6-District No. 32-Imperial No. 229, Golden West No. 350, 
Crocker No. 382, Lebanon No. 374> Del Mar No. 604, Jewel 
#No. 238. 

7-District No. 21-Loma Vista No. 415, Mary E. Patridge No. 
308, Plymouth No. 423, Chabot No. 511, Lake Merritt No. 410, 
Effie Easton No. 392, Sterling No. 533. 

8-District No. 30--Castro Valley No. 572, Hayward No. 331, 
Golden Wave No. 103, San Lorenzo No. 577. 

9-District No. 31-Harmony No. 124, Olive Branch No. 169, 
Brilliant Star No. 472, Ivy No. 21, Forest No. 432, Seal Rock 
No. 396, King Solomon's No. 170, Victory No. 388. 

11-District No. 26--Rosa M. Shattuck No. 504, Berkeley No. 178, 
Thousand Oaks No. 375, Alethe No. 366, Estrellita No. 541, 
West Gate No. 290, Prudence No. 484. 

12-District No. 3 6 S a n  Carlos No. 551, Ruth No. 305, Burling- 
ame No. 215, CrystaI Springs No. 583, Menalto No. 562, 
Laurel No. 186, Sequoia No. 203. 

13-District No. 30--Orient No. 177, Semper Fidelis No. 135, 
Pleasanton No. 294. 

14-District No. 42-Lily of the Valley No. 18, Ceanothus No. 45, 
Santa Cruz No. 273, Idlewild No. 19, Castroville No. 580. 
Magnolia No. 73, Athena No. 46. 

15-District No. 43-Reveille No. 41, La Posa No. 282, C a m e l  No. 
581, Monterey No. 239, El Gabilan No. 574. 

16-District No. 49-Violet No. 102, Bethlehem No. 95, Atasca- 
dero No. 344, Cambria Pines No. 525, Estero Bay No. 587, 
Corona No. 107. 

18-District No. 50-Miguelito No. 116, Ramona No. 97, Mizpah 
No. 100,Santa Ynez Valley No. 566. 

IO-District Woo. 55--0xnard No. 322, Ventura No. 19, Fillmore 
No. 361, Ojai No. 528, Santa Barbara No. 501, Vallecito No. 
523, Santa Paula No. 185, Marguerite No. 78. 
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20-Districts Nos. 65, 68-Wil-Brea No. 520, Elizabeth B. Wheel- 
er  No. 540, Wilshire No. 329, Beverly Hills No. 404. West 
Lake No. 268, Holly Vista No. 517, Hollywood No. 209, Tri- 
angle No. 456, Columbia No. 247, Westwood Hills No. 535, 
Culver City No. 395, Santa Monica No. 113, Palisades No. 
474, Ocean Park No. 245, Palms No. 491. 

23-District No. 79-Fullerton No. 191, Ami Tai No. 405, La 
Habra No. 508, Brea No. 506, Yorba Linda No. 347, Buena 
Park No. 240, Hacienda U.D. 

25-District No. 85-Ungava No. 106, Miriam No. 302, Crown No. 
162, Elsinore No. 243, La Victoria No. 241, Tahquitz No. 351. 

27-District No. 87-Golden Rule No. 267, Imperial Crown No. 
311, Signal No. 276, Alamo No. 289, Alamitos No. 316. 

March 
l-District No. 8 6 Y u c a i p a  Valley No. 560, San Gorgonio No. 

515, Palm Springs No. 576, Coachella Valley No. 360, Desert 
Star No. 602. 

2-Districts Nos. 83, 84--Gate City No. 212, Arrowhead No. 548, 
Big Bear No. 485, Rim of the World No. 578, J. Clifford Lee 
No. 599, Silver Wave No. 75, Colton No. 211, Copa del Oro 
,No, 142, Orange Blossom No. 488, Rialto No. 596. 

4-District No. 86-Blythe No. 359. 
5-District No. 86-Needles No. 242. 
8-District No. 5 4 S e a r l e s  Lake No. 547, Desert Holly No. 558, 

Victor Valley No. 537, Barstow No. 546. 
9-District No. 78-Garden Grove No. 458, Chispa No. 151, 

Norwalk No. 143, Artesia No. 253, Seal Beach No. 542, Sea- 
side No. 259. 

ll-District No. 75-Ramona Star No. 367, Temple City No. 448. 
San Marino No. 554, San Gabriel No. 407, Alhambra No. 193, 
Granada No. 442, Rosemead No. 567. 

13-District No. 64--Beacon Ray No. 495, Angeles Vista No. 516, 
Ascot No. 437. Windsor No. 543, Betsy Ross No. 518, West 
AdamsNo. 411, Sunnyside No. 436. 

14-District No. 70-Bell No. 393, Rising Light No. 286, Bell- 
flower No. 397, La Paz No. 584, Lynwood No. 438, Guardian 
No. 439, San Antonio No. 573, Century U.D. 

15-Districts Nos. 72. 73--Mar Vista No. 511. Service No. 414, 
Long Beach No. 173, El Petrol No. 507, Searchlight No. 435, 
Catalina Island No. 570, All States No. 502, Bettina No. 399, 
Emera No. 561, Belmont Shore No. 589, Palos Verdes No. 310. 

IGDis t r ic t  No. 66-Fuchsia No. 597, Hawthorne No. 469, West- 
chester No. 569, Morningside No. 601, Moneta No. 315, 
Inglewood No. 319. 

19-District No. 62-Menorah No. 497, Elysian No. 354, Olivette 
No. 503. South Gate No. 133, Radiant No. 421. Mendias No. 
582. 
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20-District No. 63-Larchmont No. 463, Melrose No. 466, Hard- 
ing Wo. 454, Roseland No. 465, Cahuenga No. 413, Malta No. 
415. 

23-District No. 48-Palm Leaf No. 114, Lindsay No. 306, Martha 
Washington No. 13, Tulare No. 94, Woodlake No. 510, Exeter 
No. 334. 

24-Recation Grand Treasurer. Rovetta Wilson. Rainbow Ball- . - 
room, Fresno. 

25-District No. 28-75th Anniversarv. Unitv Chanter No. 65. - .  
26-District No. 3 5 S a n  Francisco No. 196, Richmond No. 255, 

Beulah No. 99, Paul Revere No. 251, Occidental No. 280, 
Justice No. 460, Casimir No. 252, Golden Gate No. 1. 

28-District No. 15-Valley of the Moon No. 85, Silver Spray No. 
59, Calistoga No. 189, Mountain Star No. 585, St. Helena No. 
274, Keystone No. 235. 

29-District No. 17-Pinole No. 220, Vallejo No. 278, Silver Gate 
No. 30, Silver Star No. 3, Mission Bell Wo. 605, Crockett No. 
184. 

April 
L D l s t r i c t  No. 9-Loyal No. 223, Maxwell No. 369, Wild Rose 

No. 326, Arbuckle No. 368, Eowana No. 328, Veritas No. 84. 
3-District No. I-Molino No. 83, Citrus No. 208, Marshall No. 

86, Mystic Star No. 279, Vesper No. 20. 
5-District No. IQParadise No. 549, Lyman No. 363, Vernon 

No. 35, Josephine No. 104, Amapola No. 119. 
6-District No. 6-St. Johns No. 14, Redding No. 44, Northern 

Light No. 26. Mt. Shasta No. 153, Welcome No. 17. 
'I-Recention. Grand Marshal. Everina Rheineans. Memorial 

A . - .  
Hall, Paradise. 

&District No. 22-Fallen Leaf No. 90. El Dorado No. 499. Ione 
No. 283, Queen Esther No. 71, Lake Tahoe No. 610. 

9-District No. 13-Fidelia No. 56, Wheatland No. 48, Smart- 
ville No. 431, Marysville No. 55. 

10-District No. 22-15th Anniversary, Golden Star No. 66. 
11-District No. 4 k A n n e l s  No. 134. Crescent No. 165. Azalia No. - 

77, Milton No. 244. 
12-District No. 40--Oakdale No. 226, Tuolumne Star No. 123, 

Summit No. 138. 
13-District No. 23-Linden No. 372. Lodi No. 150. Woodbridee - 

No. 118, Live Oak No. 371, Elk ~ i o v e N o .  108. 
' 

15-Grand Assembly, Order of Rainbow for Girls. 
16-District No. 21-75th Anniversary, Friendship No. 61. 
17-District No. 12-Mountain Fern No. 62, Placer No. 49, Evan- 

geline No. 9, Bethany No. 304, Aurora No. 40, Truckee No. 
116, Crystal No. 57, Pelton U.D. 

18-District No. 14iCacheville No. 349, Grafton No. 379, Yoso- 
lano No. 218, Esparto No. 341, Yolo No. 60, Ionia No. 199. 

2LDis t r ic t  No. 18--Golden Rod No. 221, Vacaville No. 28. 
Suisun No. 2, Rio Vista No. 222, Onisbo No. 164. 
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24-District No. 24-Maspha No. 198, Almona No. 214, Pittshurg 
No. 353, San Ramon Valley No. 588, Silver Chalice No. 590, 
Concord No. 384, Los Cerritos No. 234, Ariel No. 42. 

21-District No. 29-Alameda No. 386, Carita No. 115, Elmhurst 
No. 455, Elvesta No. 293, Foothill No. 433, Caliz de  GTO No. 
451, Fruitvale No. 297. 

29-Public Schools Week. 

May 
1-District No. 43-75th Anniversary Ocean Spray No. 68. . ~ 

%--Public Schools Week. 
%District No. 41-Livin~ston No. 531. Orestimba No. 139, 

Electa No. 72, El Rio NO. 333, Wistaria No. 296, Patterson No. 
411, Smyrna No. 416, Modesto No. 532. 

&District No. 41-Venus No. 534, Eschscholtzia No. 210, Lu- 
cerne No. 127, Lily of the Lake No. 41, Corcoran No. 370. 

1-District No. 51-Maricopa No. 323, Taft No. 337, Arvin No. 
603, Buena Vista No. 364, Faith No. 514, Wasco No. 489. 

9-District No. 61-Garvanza No. 266, Highland Park No. 263. 
East Gate No. 225, America No. 408, Glassell Park No. 486, 
El Sereno No. 430. 

ll-Reception for Grand Adah, Johanna Andreasen 
13-District No. 80-Laguna Beach No. 521, San Clemente No. 

524, Hermosa No. 105, Santa Ana No. 389, Scepter No. 183, 
Harbor Star No. 568. 

14-District No. 71-Wilrnington No. 459, Playa Linda No. 425, 
Point Firmin No. 512, Lomita No. 591, Carnation No. 171, 
San Pedro Harbor No. 114, Torrance No. 380. 

16-District No. 60-Oriental No. 258, Pacific No. 192, Palestine 
No. 210, Golden State No. 298, Ionic No. 448, Loyalty No. 217, 
Sunbeam No. 378. 

17-District No. 71-Montebello No. 335, L p a  No. 144, Whittier 
No. 444, Hollenbeck No. 248, Belvedere No. 402, The Gardens 
No. 484, Occident No. 160. 

18-Reception for Associate Grand Matron, Grace Hoffman. 
20-Recention Grand Ruth. Marzaret Nottin~ham. - - 
22-Reception Grand Electa, Marjorie A. Pierce. 
23-Official Vislt Eastern Star Home. 
25-Reception a t  Long Beach for Grand Officers. 
31-Reception Associate Grand Conductress. 

June 
1-Reception Associate Grand Patron, George Danielson. Mo- 

desto. 
3 - G r a n d  Chapter of British Columbia, Vancouver. 
4 - G r a n d  Chapter of British Columbia, Vancouver. 
%-Grand Chapter of Oregon, Portland. 
6--Grand Chapter of Oregon, Portland. 
1-District No. 90-Normal Heights No. 418, Chula Vista No. 

458, La Mesa No. 300, !South West No. 345, Estrella No. 412, 
Palomar No. 565, Southern Star No. 96. 
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&District No. 89-El Cajon No. 429, Corinthian No. 358, Coro- 
nado No. 332, San Diego No. 264, Silver Strand No. 387, 
Point Loma No. 490, Harbor Lights No. 600, San Miguel No. 
579. 

10-District No. 88-Poinsettia No. 287, Fallbrook No. 390, Star 
of Vista No. 556, Escondido No. 154, Santa Maria No. 453, 
La Jolla No. 479, Pacific Beach No. 606. 

13-District No. 53-Kearsarge No. 378, Mono No. 595, Mt. Whit- 
ney No. 197. 

14-District No. 11-Celandine No. 224. Sierra Star No. 129. 
Beckwith Star No. 201, Portola No. 321. 

15-District No. 4-Plumas No. 246. Westwood No. 377. Mt. View 
No. 552, Hesperian No. 112, Sincerity No. 53. 

17-District No. 3-North East No. 254, Tulelake No. 539, Bonner 
No. 232, North Star No. 450, Esther No. 74, Alturas No. 51. 

18-District No. 2-Dunsmuir No. 536, Evening Star No. 10, 
McCloud No. 381, White Pine No. 487, Sisson No. 175, Stella 
No. 39, Fidelity No. 131. 

19-District No. I-Del Norte No. 149. 
2kDis t r i c t  No. I-Arcata No. 207, Camellia No. 63, Redwood 

Empire No. 564, Ferndale No. 23, Rohnerville No. 76. 
22-District No. 5-Willits No. 314, Augusta No. 80, Kingsley No. 

58. 
24-District No. &Ocean View No. 111, Sapphire No. 230. 
25-District No. 5-Point Arena No. 291. 
26-District No. 8-Valley Home No. 182, Lower Lake No. 231. 

Clover Leaf No. 130, Riverview No. 336, Sotoyome No. 82, 
Clear Lake No. 137. 

August 
2-Reception for Grand Martha, Margaret Waskom. 
3-~iesta, O.E.S. Home, 11725 ~ u n s e t ~ l v d . ,  Los Angeles 

(Proceeds of the Fiesta s o  to the Home) - 
Reception, Worthy Grand Patron, Elmer J. Walther. 

4-Fiesta, O.E.S. Home. 
17-Masonic Home, Decoto. 
19-District No. 33--George Washington No. 409, Roosevelt No. 

470, Albert Pike No. 284, Nonpareil No. 496, Seaport No. 427, 
Liberty No. 451, Presidio No. 481. 

29-Reception, Grand Sentinel, Wm. Fischer. 
30-Reception for Grand Esther, Virginia Fisher. 
31-Northern California Reception. 

September 
1-Rece~tion, Grand Chaplain. Thelma Schleifer. Martinez. 
3-~eceition, Grand warder, Beulah Stephenson.' 
7-Home Coming, Worthy Grand Matron, Amity Chapter No. 

262. 
October 

%Grand Chapter of Nevada, Reno. 
4--Grand Chapter of Nevada, Reno. 
L G r a n d  Chapter of Nevada, Reno. 
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On the night Brother Elmer and I were installed he presented 
me with a beautiful gavel. It is one of my most cherished posses- 
sions, and in the moment of pride and joy with which I received it 
from his hands, I promised him and my Worthy Matrons, that it 
would go with me on each and every official visit, and he used 
by each Worthy Matron and Worthy Patron as they presided. 
This promise was fulfilled completely, and each presiding officer 
did use my gavel. The touch of their hands has added infinite 
value to this symbol of office, and I shall treasure i t  all the more 
because they touched it. 

We were privileged to visit separately lour Chapters which were 
celebrating their 75th Anniversary. They were: 

Unity Chapter No. 65, on March 25th 
Golden Star No. 66, on April 10th 
Friendship No. 67, on April 16th 
Ocean Spray No. 68, on May 1st 

Each of these tried and true Chapters had delightful evenings, 
filled with charming references to past years. The Grand Officers 
particularly enjoyed and remembered the way in which many 
of the old minutes of many years ago were concluded with the 
comment that "the meeting closed with peace and harmony abid- 
ing in all hearts." 

Visits to other Grand Judsdimtions: 
I t  was m y  great privilege to attend Oklahoma Grand Chapter, 

which followed our own very shortly. This was a special joy, be- 
cause it was "going home" for me to the Grand Jurisdiction where 
I first held membership, where I have so many friends, and to 
which my dear father and mother still helong. The retiring Grand 
Matron was a particular friend, and the memory of her courage 
and faith during her session in  spite of her serious illness will con- 
tinue to be an inspiration to all who knew her. I join with her 
Grand Jurisdiction in mourning her passing just a few weeks after 
her session. The Grand Marshal, Sister Everina, and Grand Electa, 
Sister Marjorie accompanied me on this trip, and we had the 
added pleasure of the company of Sister Peggy Nobles, Grand 
Representative to Oklahoma, and Sister Cherry1 Dresser, Jr. Past 
Matron of Betsy Ross Chapter. 

In  June, the Grand Adah, Sister Jo, Grand Esther, Sister Vir- 
ginia, and Grand Electa, Sister Marjorie, Deputy Grand Matron 
Betty Hornall and her husband Joe, and two Grand Representa- 
tives, Sister Louisa Dawson, and Peggy Nobles, visited the Grand 
Jurisdiction of British Columbia. The three Grand Star Points 
went on with me to Oregon Grand Chapter, where we were 
pleased to find Grand Representative Sister Vera Blum in  attend- 
ance. 

On October 3rd, our Grand Conductress, Sister Annie, and 
Brother Roy Mills, Grand Marshal, Sister Everina, Grand Warder, 
Sister Beulah and Brother Bill Stephenson, and my own Grand 
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Trailer Brother Walter went with me to Grand Chapter in  Reno, 
Nevada. We were delighted to find in attendance there our Past 
Grand Matron Sister Rita Mae, and to see Brother Clinton Cooper 
again; Past Grand Patron Brother Guy Brundage, and his Pauline; 
Sister Grace Beckman, Past Grand Treasurer; our Grand Repre- 
sentatives, Sister Betty Boheck, and a good number of Worthy 
Matrons, Worthy Patrons and other members of California. 

Their session was saddened by the passing of their Worthy 
Grand Matron just a few weeks before their session, but the 
Associate Grand Matron, now their Worthy Grand Matron, cour- 
ageously carried on, with great faith and poise, and completed a 
busy week with her own installation. 

On October 15th I flew to Dallas to attend Texas Grand Chapter, 
the home jurisdiction of my brother, Dr. Newton Gambrell, and 
one so very dear to my heart. I t  is also the home Grand Jurisdic- 
tion of our charming Right Worthy Grand Conductress. Sister 
Mildred Harris, who has always been so loved and admired as she 
visited us, that we feel very close to her beloved state. I found 
awaiting me our distinguished member Sister Margaret Hughes 
Lauritzen, and PGM Sister Thelma Bailey, Grand Representatives 
Peggy Church and Peggy Nobles, and other members of California. 
I t  was so very nice to again meet many distinguished members of 
General Grand Chapter and other Grand Jurisdictions. 

Each of these fraternal visits was a joy, and we found the most 
generous courtesy, and never once were we made to feel that we 
were strangers. All of us now treasure the honorary memberships 
conferred upon us by our Sister Grand Jurisdictions. 

In  Memoriam: 
A terrible blow struck all our hearts on September 19th, when 

we learned of the sudden and untimely passing of our Worthy 
Grand Patron. He was loved and respected by all who knew him, 
and those of us who were numbered among his Grand Family 
suffered a grievous loss. I t  was such a personal loss to me that 
I still find it difficult to adjust to our session without him, for I 
had counted on his wise counsel, his loyal support, and his warm 
and friendly manner to smooth the path. I can only hold fast to 
the memory of his happiness in serving, and his great pleasure in 
all that was done for him, and to the thought that he was called 
to service elsewhere at  the very peak of his honor here. He will 
forever be our Worthy Grand Patron. His beloved Dodie knows 
of my personal grief, and sense of loss, and of my eternal gratitude 
to her for sharing him with me. 

"Like ships that have left their moorings 
And sailed bravely out to sea; 

One of our dear ones has sailed away 
In  calm serenity. 
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But there is a promise of greater joy 
Than earth can have in  store 

For God has planned a richer life 
Beyond the unseen shore." 

We sorrowed in  the passing of our Past Grand Patron, Brother 
Delos Albert Mace, an January 10, 1957, Past Grand Treasurer 
Charlotte E. Jameson on February 6, 1951, of Sister Louise Thomp- 
son, Past Matron of Playa Linda Chapter, and a member of the 
Scholarship Committee. 

Worthy Matrons, Bessie Moore, La Paz 584; Helen Groves, Pali- 
sades 474; Lolo Rarabaugh, Paradise 549; Amanda Kidwell, Gold 
Ridge, 161. 

Worthy Patrons, George Powers, San Lorenzo No. 517; Daniel 
W. Bond of Sierra Star No. 129. 

We extend our most loving sympathy to our Chapters and Mem- 
bers all over the state in  the loss of those they loved and to our 
Sister Grand Jurisdictions in their loss of beloved members. 

We extend particular sympathy to the State of Nevada, in  the 
loss of their 1957 Worthy Grand Matron. Our own grief can only 
make us more understanding of their great loss. 

"The Star is not extinguished when it set 
Upon the dull horizon, but i t  goes 

To shine in other skies, then reappears 
To ours as fresh as when it first arose." 

Installations: 
I t  is a real joy and privilege to take part in the Installation of 

officers of a Chapter. Unfortunately i t  is not possible for a 
Worthy Grand Matron to accept more than a very few of the many 
invitations to install, and I sincerely regret the limitations of time 
and strength would not permit me to accept more. 

I t  was possible to take part in the installation of officers of 
Chabot Chapter No. 571 November 10 
Amity Chapter No. 262 November 12 
Pinole Chapter No. 220 November 13 
Presidio Chapter No. 481 November 14 
Wil-Brea Chapter No. 520 November 15 
Malta Chapter No. 415 November 16 
Rose Valley Chapter No. 33 November 19 
Palo Alto Chapter No. 213 November 21 
Seal Rock Chapter No. 396 November 23 
Wilshire Chapter No. 329 November 24 
Fresno Chapter No. 295 November 26 
Westgate Chapter No. 290 November 27 
Jewel Chapter No. 238 November 28 
Joaquin Chapter No. 348 November 29 
Atbena Chapter No. 46 December 5 

(Special Dispensation) 
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Santa Clara Chapter No. 195 December 15 
(Special Dispensation) 

and the joint installations at  
Long Beach November 17 
Sacramento November 30 

School of Instructions: 
Immediately following Grand Chapter, the School of Instruction 

was held in the Masonic Temple, Van Ness Ave. and Oak Street, in 
San Francisco. The Grand Officers worked patiently and long for 
the four days of the School, and the Deputy Grand Matrons gave 
full attention and cooperation, and assured us that even with the 
many changes required by the new Ritual, they felt well prepared 
to assume their duties. A very special thanks must go to our Past 
Grand Matron Sister Gilma Vick Moyers for filling the Worthy 
Matron's station so capably and patiently and assisting in many 
ways the instruction given. As always, her loyal and unselfish 
service was given gladly and well, and added to the smooth func- 
tioning of the school, and to my happiness and peace of mind. 

My thanks, too, to Sister Betty Paulson, P.M., of Brilliant Star 
Chapter, and Brother Will and Sister Maude Stephens, of Cali- 
fornia Chapter for filling in  wherever needed. 

Correspondence: 
There is a man of saintly patience and iron endurance, who 

wears the blue uniform of the postal department. I am sorry that 
I have not learned his name, but day after day he has brought so 
many letters to my door. Many times I have tried to thank him, 
but he always has a smile, and insists he enjoys it because he says 
my mail looks so "interesting" (which I consider to he the under- 
statement of the year). My heartfelt thanks to this unsung hero 
of the United States mail. Most of the mail has been very kind, 
and much of i t  flattering. Some of i t  has carried problems, and 
the heartaches of sincere people. I have tried to be of help to 
those who called out for assistance, while always realizing the 
serious responsibility of giving the right answers to the tremen- 
dous avalanche of questions asked. For the many words of en- 
couragement, expressions of faith, and loving concern, my most 
grateful thanks. 
Honoraw Memberships: 

Honorary membership in a Chapter is the most sincere tribute 
that Chapter can pay. I t  must come by the unanimous vote of the 
Chapter and cannot be given in any other fashion. The honorary 
memberships conferred upon me this year have been placed in a 
special book, as well as in a special place in my heart. I shall visit 
each of these Chapters whenever possible, and consider it a privi- 
lege to be one of their own. 

"Along with my sincere gratitude 
Will be a humble prayer 

That at  no time will you ever regret 
That my name is recorded there." 
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50 Year Pins: 
The countless 50 year certificates signed this year have been a 

constant reminder of the place our Order holds in the hearts of 
our members. To hold the interest and devotion of anyone for 50 
vears is auite a test of the worthiness of anv oreanization. I t  has . - 
been my happy privilege to present a number of 50 year pins, and 
each time I was amazed at  the youthfulness of those receiving this 
recognition of service. Truly the fountain of youth must be here 
in California, and perhaps its secret lies in unselfish service to 
others and devotion to ideals. It was a very special pleasure to 
present three 50 year pins to Sisters Catherine Hennessy, Mildred 
Bruckerman, P.M., and Dora Lincoln, members of my own be- 
loved Amity Chapter on the occasion of our 50th Anniversary, 
which by a wonderful coincidence fell in this, my year in the 
Grand East. 

Institutions: 
Our Worthy Grand Patron graciously extended the privilege 

of assisting him in the institution of three new Chapters to the 
Grand Family. We feel certain that these will be happy and 
successful Chapters, because of his careful investigation, and 
sincere guidance of those desiring institution. We are proud to 
have had this share in his work, and know that the members of 
these Chapters will never forget him, and will be proud that they 
were his Chapters. My gratitude to our Association Grand Patron 
for taking over two of those institutions. He was so kind and con- 
siderate of me. 

Board of Trustees of the Eastern Star Borne: 
A most unusual privilege was mine this year in appointing three 

new members to serve on the Board of Trustees, and pursuading 
another, who had tendered his resignation, to reconsider and con- 
tinue his service. Because of the action of this Grand C h a ~ t e r  in 
1956, the number of members of the Board was increased from 5 
to 7. and the Worthv Grand Matron aiven the rieht to aunoint one - - -. 
member for three years, and another for 1 year. Accordingly, I 
asked Brother Harry Graham, Past Patron of Marguerite Chapter 
No. 78 to serve the three year term, and Brother Earl Baker, of 
Buena Vista Chapter No. 364 for the one year term. Upon the 
resignation of Brother Alan Williams, I appointed Brother John 
Bond, Hollywood Chapter No. 209, to serve the interim appoint- 
ment, and asked Brother Jacob Bowman, of Smyrna Chapter No. 
416, to reconsider his resignation, which he did, most unselfishly. 
Each of these members was asked to serve because of special 
training or knowledge, which I sincerely felt would safeguard our 
Grand Chapter particularly in this year when we undertook the 
construction of the infirmary. 

I t  is natural that I feel a great pride in the service rendered by 
this Board. Each member served in the spirit of cooperation, each 
giving of their special training and knowledge, and for the best 
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accomplished. It has been a real pleasure to attend the meetings 
of the Board this year. My sincere compliments to the President, 
Sister Margaret Hughes Lauritzen, and every member on the 
Board for their accomplishments, and the spirit with which they 
served. 

Eastern Star Home: 
Again this year we have been greatly blessed in having our 

Past Grand Matron, Sister Mary Isabel Warmer, as the Superin- 
tendent of our Home. The happy atmosphere which prevails 
throughout the Home, and thc evident security and peace in the 
interest of the Order. Harmony has prevailed, and much has been 
hearts of the residents, is eloquent of the attention which she 
gives this monumental task. There is a sparkling cleanliness about 
the home, and a cheerfulness there that is noticed by all who visit 
it. Each time we talk with the little ladies at the home they ex- 
press their joy in being residents, and their pleasure in the good 
meals served there. Sister Mary, your warm and loving nature 
have endeared you to many, many members, and not the least of 
these are those over whom you maintain such a watchful care. 
I personally want you to know of my gratitude for your service, 
for your always cooperative attitude with the Board, and es- 
pecially of the warm personal regard in  which I hold you. 

The official visit to the home was an especial red letter day 
in the itinerary. Our residents had worked for a long time to 
prepare the charming program which they presented. The lovely 
old-time costumes were so sweet, and we deeply appreciated the 
effort put forth to collect them, and to plan the acts presented. 
The sweet and lovely crown placed on my head that day has a 
treasured place among my souveniers. Throughout my four years 
in the Grand line, one little lady, Sister Ellen Wickersham, has 
never failed to have a butterfly pinned to her dress in my honor 
each time I visited the home. This charming and flattering com- 
pliment was one I appreciated so much, and shall never forget. 
Our Worthy Matrons served the delicious luncheon to the Present 
and Past Grand Officers, and their trailers, and the residents of 
the Home. They wore aprons and caps of our pink and green, 
looked so nice, and served so beautifully. 

Ground Breakins for the Infirmary: 
We were privileged to take part in the Ground Breaking Cere- 

mony for the New Infirmary an February 17th. I t  has been our 
special pride that this step forward was taken in our year, and 
we know that pride was shared by those who have preceded us 
and those to follow, for all of us worked together to bring it to 
pass, and while we had hoped it would be completed in 1951, I 
am happy that this project, voted in Sister Mabel's year, starting in 
mine, will he completed in Sister Grace's term, as a wonderful 
shared experience, bringing the satisfaction of achievement to us 
all. 



52 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 

Fiesta: 
On August 3rd and 4th the Fiesta was held a t  the Home under 

the direction of our Worthy Matrons of Southern California. They 
were ably assisted by our Worthy Patrons and had the cooperation 
of all the officers. Each booth was nicely decorated, and filled to 
overflowing with donations. A constant stream of visitors, who 
generously~patronized each booth, was of great help. The worthy 
Matrons and Worthy Patrons served nearly 1000 hot dinners in 
the dining room, a huge task, but one designed to swell the re- 
ceipts to an all time high of $6,250.06 net, a record of which we 
are all so very proud. This sum will be used at  the discretion 
of the Board of Trustees for whatever is most needed at the Home. 

Masonic Home a t  Decoto: 
On August l l th,  the official visit of the Grand Officers to the 

Masonic Home was made. A delicious luncheon was served by the 
East Bay Matrons Association and a fantastic amount of jams 
and jellies were collected, to bring pleasure to the residents for 
many months to come. A lovely program was presented in the 
Auditorium, and all had the privilege of inspecting this wonderful 
charity of our Masonic Brothers. 

Cooperatlon with Grand Lodge: 
Throughout this year we have made a sincere and determined 

effort to give fullest cooperation with the Grand Lodge of Masons 
in California. This was done in the hope that a happier relation- 
ship would be established, and as a tribute to our Masonic Bro- 
thers. We were also most appreciative of the fact that two of our 
fine Past Grand Patrons had been honored with appoinbnents in 
Grand Lodge in 1957. Our Brother Leo Halley as Grand Mar- 
shal and Brother Dr. Francis Herz serving as Senior Grand Deacon. 
We feel that their preference reflects great honor to our Grand 
Chapter, as well as being the just reward of their constant interest 
in  Masonry and all its related Bodies. Now we are pleased to 
learn of the appointment of Brother John Bond as the 1958 Grand 
Marshal of the Grand Lodge and extend to him our heartiest con- 
gratulations. 

Youth Orgnnizations: 
The privilege of bringing the greetings of Grand Chapter to the 

International Order of Job's Daughters of California at  their 32nd 
annual Session of the Grand Guardian Council at  Long Beach on 
November lth, and to the Grand Assembly of the Order of Rain- 
bow for Girls in  Sacramento on April 15th was an experience I 
shall never forget. These lovely young women are an insoiration - . . - 

to visit. I especially noted and appreciated the many Eastern Star 
members serving our Youth in so many capacities. Among them 
was Sister Frieda Aggesen, P.M. of Golden Poppy Chapter No. 355, 
who was Grand Guardian of Job's Daughters, and our own Sister 
Flo McDonald, wife of our Past Grand Patron, Brother John L. 
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McDonald, is the Supreme Deputy of Rainbow. Many other mem- 
bers of the Chapter were assisting these fine women. We also 
value the help many of our Brothers are giving to the DeMolay 
Boys. Grand Chapter can be very proud of service given our young 
people. 

General Grand Chapter: 

I t  has been our pleasure to cooperate with the General Grand 
Chapter to the very best of our ability. We are sincerely grateful 
for the recognition given our state in the selection of our Past 
Grand Matron, Sister Margaret Hughes Lauritzen as Chairman of 
the International Temple Committee, and are proud of her service 
in this capacity. I t  was our pleasure to attend a lovely evening 
given in her honor by her own Siloam Chapter on October lath, 
a fitting tribute to their distinguished member. 

Receptions: 

The beautiful receptions given in Long Beach by the Chapters 
of Southern California, and in Oakland by the Chapters of Nor- 
thern California were enchanted evenings for all of us. The 
Southern California Reception on May 25th was a scene of breath 
taking beauty and precision. The theme, "Love's Eternal Garden," 
was carried out throughout the evening. and we felt that we truly - -. 
were in a fairyland. The most thrilling part was to look down 
upon the floor at  all our Matrons and Patrons working together 
in wonderful cooperation and happiness. 

This year there was but one reception in the North. the United 
North Reception. Many years ago I started dreaming and talking 
of this uniting of our Northern Chapters in this effort, because I 
had noticed and admired the cooperation and happiness that ex- 
isted in  our Southland as the groups worked together to create 
a wonderful evening for their Grand Officers. This year, at  last, 
my dream came to pass. I t  has always seemed to me unfair that 
the 36 Chapters in San Francisco, and the 53 Chapters in the East 
Bay had this heavy resvonsibilitv of their two rece~tions. while 
the other chapters in Northern California were ne;er asked to 
share in either the responsibility or the honor of participation. 
By sharing the expense it is made much, much lighter for all, 
making i t  possible to reduce the Association dues, and thus at- 
tracting many capable officers to the line who possibly could not 
otherwise serve. Also, it built a feeling of happy cooperation 
and friendliness among the several Associations. This Recevtion 
was completely managed and planned by an executive committee 
in which all participating associations had a voice. To my great 
joy, it operated in a completely democratic fashion, meeting first 
in one localitv. and next in another. so no one erouD had to con- . . - - 
tinue to travel a great distance. Each Matron or Patron taking a 
leading part was elected by this group, and a determined effort 
was made to be completely fair to all. 

I especially want to give my heartfelt thanks to the San 
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Francisco and East Bay Associations for their unselfish and loyal 
efforts so that I might look down from the stage that special night 
into the faces of all my beloved girls and boys of the North, united 
for my happiness just as I had in the South at  the time of their 
Reception. The theme in Oakland was "A Bit of Heaven in '57." 
Each of these receptions represented countless hours of planning, 
working, and attention to detail. I shall never forget all those 
who gave so generously of their time and efforts and strength to 
make them so lovely. 

Good of the Order: 

This has appeared to be an unusually happy year. All over the 
State our members have told me of the happiness evident in their 
Chapters, and of the admiration and respect they felt for their 
presiding officers. These presiding officers, in turn, have told me 
of the wonderful assistance given to them by their members, par- 
ticularly of the line officers, each of whom reflected the inspira- 
tion of the fine Grand Line Officer with whom they served. 

A very few instances of the misuse of the ballot were brought 
to our attention. This ever present shadow which is so unneces- 
sary, seems to fall on every year to a greater or lesser degree. 
I t  would be well for each and every member to practice a greater 
loyalty to our Order to put aside all petty personal considerations, 
and above all, to remember their obligation, and "maintain a dis- 
creet silence" since we have found too many occasions where those 
who were not members of our Order are too well informed of 
transactions taking place in our Chapters, and which should have 
been kept "inviolably secret." 

Projects: 

This year has seen the realization of more than one dream of 
my heart. I t  was my sincere desire that the members all over the 
State, who have appeared to have little or no knowledge of the 
many workings of our Order for good, should be given informa- 
tion about these efforts. To effect that end, I appointed the Grand 
Star Points to be my "Working Star." Each was given the re- 
sponsibility of bringing to the Chapters, through the medium of 
their subordinate Star Point in each Chapter, information about 
a special project. Grand Adah, and her Adahs, were assigned the 
duty of bringing information to the Chapters about our J. Clifford 
Lee Cancer Fund. Grand Ruth, and her Ruths the International 
Eastern Star Temple in Washington, D.C. Grand Esther, and her 
Esthers, the Blood Bank program; Grand Martha and her Marthas, 
The Eastern Star Home, and Grand Electa and her Electas the 
special project of the establishment of our Cancer Dressing Sta- 
tions. 

In addition, I asked our Grand Chaplain and her Chaplains to 
make it their project to bring information to the Chapters about 
ESTARL, the Eastern Star Training Awards for Religious Leader- 
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ship program. Each of these Grand Officers has given much time 
and effort in the performance of these added duties, and I am sure 
that the members of this Grand Chapter will enjoy the reports 
which they will present later in our session. The members all 
over our State expressed interest in this information, and happi- 
ness in the knowledge that our Order was dedicating itself to 
"Charity, Truth and Loving Kindness" instead of to "purely So- 
cial enjoyment." Special interest was created in our J. Clifford 
Lee Cancer Fund, and in the special project the delegates of the 
last Grand Chapter voted I might attempt. This project, so dear 
to my heart because of personal experience, has succeeded beyond 
my most optimistic dream. We did not ask for great sums for this 
project, since we wished the larger sums to go to our J. Clifford 
Lee Fund, hut did ask for a continuous trickle of small sums, so 
that we might buy the gauze and cellucotton from which our 
dressings were madc. We had hoped to establish a few stations, 
in the areas where the need was the greatest according to the 
surveys taken before Grand Chapter last year through the co- 
operation of the American Cancer Society, who generously as- 
sisted us by providing work areas, storage facilities, and distri- 
bution centers. They also furnished us with materials for the first 
quarter of our year, as we knew the contributions would not he 
available in time for us to get started. The interest of the mem- 
bers has been so great, and their cooperation so complete that wc 
now have 44 stations in many areas of the State. Our Grand 
Electa, who herself has battled ill health, discouragement, and 
fear of this terrible disease, gave so generously of her time and 
strength and technical knowledge, for she is a registered nurse, 
to establish the stations. Until she herself was stricken and hos- 
pitalized, she continued her travels in behalf of this work, and 
only when she could no longer ignore her illness, did she consent 
to the necessary surgery. We are all so grateful that she did not 
delay too long, and that she was spared to us. Marjorie dear, you 
know of my gratitude to you for all you have done, countless 
patients all over our state are blessing our Order for its compas- 
sion and concern, and many a haunting hour has been eased and 
comforted because you cared. 

I cannot thank these Grand Officers enough for their efforts, 
which added much to their responsibilities, subtracted from their 
time, divided their attention and multiplied their duties. Their 
unselfish service shall long he remembered. 

Interesting notes: 
Man." of our Cha~te r s  have husband and wife sharing the East. 

A number have mother and son, and father and daughter as Matron 
and Patron. Alethe C h a ~ t e r  Berkeley has the unusual distinction 
of having five real, truly sisters as their five Star Points. 
Appreciation: 

"Oh Lord, that lends me life, lend me a heart replete with 
thankfulness." 
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My first word of appreciation was to go to my Worthy Grand 
Patron, Brother Elmer Walther. Our friendship, which had existed 
for a number of years, was increased with our association. I could 
not have hoped for a finer, more loyal, and more understanding 
gentleman with whom to share the Grand East. The time we 
shared was so happy and untroubled, and my only concern was 
to prevent his overdoing. I tried to spare him as much as I could, 
while still taking him into my confidence at  all times. My loss is 
very great in not having him at my side, and I can only pray 
that his service gave him nothing hut happiness, as I truly feel 
i t  did. When we first discussed the possibility of his becoming a 
Candidate for Associate Grand Patron, I made a special request 
of him, that if I should ever disappoint him, or hurt him, or by 
any action of mine make life difficult for him, that he would tell 
me, and no one else. I t  is a source of comfort and great pride 
to me that we had no differences, and if I ever disappointed him he 
carefully concealed it, and gave me only the most wonderful and 
loyal assistance. This does not imply that we did not have lively 
discussions, but when our opinions differed, they were never per- 
sonal, and each of us had the greatest respect for the other's 
opinion, for we knew i t  was held sincerely, and without any 
thought of dissention. I am so grateful that I had the opportunity 
on a few occasions, such as my homecoming, to publicly reaffirm 
my confidence in him, and to tell him that I was grateful for his 
friendship. 

The wonderful wife of Brother Elmer, Sister Dora, has been 
the perfect Grand Trailer. Her gentleness, and sweet, unassuming 
manner, together with her constant devotion to both of us, was 
one of the greatest contributions to the happiness of this year. I t  
has been my great joy to introduce her on many occasions, and i t  
has been most difficult to find words good enough and expressive 
enough, of my constant faith and pride in her. Dodie, dear, I 
can only trust that you read my heart and know all that is in it. 
Many times I have come to you with small problems, and I never 
found you anything but helpful and loyal. God Bless and keep 
you, my very dear. 

"God bless you for the kindness which you have shown to me 
For every act and deed of love and tender sympathy 
For all the joys you scattered along my busy way 
Have truly, truly mattered far more than I can say." 

Associate Grand Matron and Associate Grand Patron: 
Sister Grace and Brother Dan, in a very few days the honor 

and responsibility of the Grand East will be yours. All of us are 
not only well content that this shall he, but full of confidence in 
your willingness and ability to serve, and prayerful hopes for 
your happiness and success. You have both been so kind, and so - - 

generous in your support, and I treasure your friendship so much 
as well as that of your fine Grand Trailers Girdie and Walter. 
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It will be my joy to trail you fine people, and in any small way 
possible, to smooth your path. 

Grand Secretary: 

Sister Maud, I know so well your reluctance to accept credit 
for the many services you render each Worthy Grand Matron in  
turn, but I feel I must express to you a little of what is in my 
heart. This year has been made so much easier by your capable 
and always cheerful assistance. There is nothing I have asked of 
you that you have not done, completely and promptly, and prompt- 
ness is a special virtue in my sight, as you know. I t  is said that 
"A little nonsense now and then is relished by the best of men," 
and we have shared mans a laugh. some of them on ourselves, as - .  
well as our mutual love of our families and (shall I mention it?) 
of good food. My affectionate regard for you has been increased 
with our service together, and my loving gratitude is yours for 
all you have done to make my task easier, and it has been such 
a pleasure to get to know your family hetter. 

Grand Treasurer: 

Sister Royetta, having you, my friend of years standing, as my 
Grand Treasurer has added much to my year. Three of us, you, 
Sister Everina, and I, have been as close as any sisters could be 
through the years and the association of our families has been a 
close and happy one. It has been so wonderful to have you as my 
"eleventh Kid" as my appointive Grand officers and I so affec- 
tionately call you. 

Grand Conductress and Associate Grand Conductress: 

Sister Annie, and Sister Mary, the years will fly by all too 
quickly, and you will have your turn in the spotlight. My warm 
regard is yours, and a deep appreciation for all your efforts in 
trailing this year. You have given me many a kind and loving 
word of encouragement, and I want you to know that my loyalty 
will be yours, and that I shall be happy to do anything you ask 
of me if it will help in any way. 

Appointive Grand Officers: 

Each of you was mine by choice, and I am sure that no Worthy 
Grand Matron was ever more blessed than I have been. Through- 
out this year you have worked together for my happiness, consult- 
ing carefully and traveling hundreds of miles so that I was never 
alone along the way. The members all over the State have learned 
to know you and love you as I do. Each of you represents the true 
virtues of the office you hold. Each of you has been a loyal and 
devoted member of our Order and of your Chapter, each of you 
has been my loving, and kind and very real friend. Thank you, 
my "Children" for all you have done for my happiness. 

A special thank you to my Grand Marshal. This appointment, 
so important to our Grand Chapter, was made after following the 
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traditional, and I believe proper, way. A letter was sent to the 
Past Grand Matrons and Patrons of the Northern part of our 
state, asking for their recommendation, and expressing no pref- 
erence of my own. There was hope in my heart that the majority 
of the Past Grands had noticed and recognized the outstanding 
ability of this lovely lady as I had. I knew that I could trust 
them to recommend the best the North had to offer at  this time, 
and I could only pray that my judgment would be confirmed by 
theirs. Imagine my joy when the letters started to return and I 
found that all of those caring to make recommendations gave 
Sister Everina such an overwhelming majority that it was close 
to being unanimous. My Grand Marshal has traveled this entire 
state this year, missing only a very few visits. Her every effort, 
indeed her every thought, has been for my comfort and well 
being. She assumed my small responsibilities which lightened 
my burden. For example, she took the responsibility of placing 
my precious gavel on the pedestal at  every visit, and taking charge 
of it following the meeting. This may seem a small thing, but it 
was very important to me, adding to my peace of mind, and is 
just an example of her countless services to me. Wherever she 
has been the members have learned to love and respect her as I do. 

Deputy Grand Matrons: 
Your task bas been a specially difficult one this year, because of 

the mans chanees in our new Ritual. It is not easy to be the one - 
to take changes to your Chapters, but you have done so with kind- 
ness, and understanding, and your loyalty to our Order, and the 
service you have rendered has been greatly appreciated. Your 
loving kindness and loyalty to your Worthy Grand Matron has 
been a big factor in the success of this year, and I want you to 
know that i t  has warmed my heart, and encouraged me along 
my way more than you know. 
Our Past Grand Matrons and Past Grand Patrons: 

Very soon I shall join your number at the very end of the line 
as Junior Past Grand Matron. It will be a privilege to follow you 
there as it has been here. Your leadership of the Past has brought 
our Grand Chapter to its present honored and respected place 
in the Order. I have tried to express to you through my word 
and acts this year, my deep appreciation for your past service, 
and my personal regard. I can only hope that my service has 
come up to your high standards. Thank you, each and every one, 
for your encouragement and support. 

Past Grand Electives: 
Each of our past Grand Elective officers has been a loyal 

member through the years. I value your friendship. Thank you, 
too, for your attendance at  my official visits. It added much to 
the evenings to have you there. 

Grand Representatives: 
It has been my joy to give greater recognition to our Grand 
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Representatives than they have received in the past. This was 
done for more than one reason. Because I felt that in a Grand 
Jurisdiction as large as ours we should have more honors to re- 
ward faithful service by our members, and because the vote of 
Grand Chapter last year, which provided that no one previously 
honored could receive an appointment as Grand Representative, 
indicated that Grand Chapter, too, wanted the honors passed 
around to deserving members. The appointments made this year 
were on the basis of just reward for service, and also to Sisters 
who would capably and creditably represent us as they visit 
other Grand Jurisdictions. 

Committee Members of Grand Chapter: 

Very little could be accomplished without the devoted service 
of these unselfish ones who serve so quietly and so well. I t  is 
due to their efforts that so much is accomplished in a short year. 
Very little applause comes your way for all you do, but I want 
you to know it is deeply appreciated. 

My Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons: 
For four happy and productive years I have had the joy of 

working with my girls, and these past two years, with our present 
Worthy Patrons. Truly I have been the most blessed of Worthy 
Grand Matrons, for the loyalty, love, and co-operation of these 
wonderful girls and boys has been beyond description. 

To them may I say: 
You can never fully know just what you meant to Brother 

Elmer and to me. Because you thought we were wise, we had to 
try to advise you wisely. Because you thought we were kind, we 
had to be. Because you thought we were courageous, we could 
never be anything but brave, and because you thought we were 
loyal and loving, we could never fail you. I pray that as I carry on 
alone you will continue to have that faith in me. Because of 
your faith, 1 have tried and will always try to be all you believed 
me to be. 

Special Services: 
To the General Chairman of Grand Chapter Week, Brother 

Dalora Burnham and his wife Sister Gladys. I t  was difficult to 
ask a good friend to again take on the responsibility for the plan- 
ning of this session, but I trusted our friendship, and did make 
the request. You both, together with Sister Edna Roach, the 
Chairman of Grand Chapter Week activities, and the other fine 
committee people have been so wonderfully considerate and co- 
operative. It was a real pleasure to work with you, and you have 
my special gratitude for  all you are doing, and have done. I can- 
not forget to give Brother Charles Boone, and his Housing Com- 
mittee my gratitude for their service in this very difficult capa- 
city as well. I know through my conferences with them that the" 



60 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 

have tried to be scrupulously fair to all, and have succeeded in 
those efforts in a very great degree. 

My thanks to our Grand Pages, Assistant Grand Warders and 
Assistant Grand Sentinels for their help. My thanks, too, to 
Brother Dalora's special ushers for the big nights. Without all 
your conscientious efforts this session would not be as smooth 
and orderly as it is. We appreciate your service and hope that 
you have found happiness in serving. 

To all our members all over the State, thank you for the gra- 
cious way we were welcomed at  all times, for your words of 
appreciation and interest, and the ready hand of friendship ex- 
tended in every Chapter room. I have so enjoyed serving all of 
YOU. 

MY Own Chapter: 

Because of your faith in me years ago, I became your Worthy 
Matron, and so eligible for the office I have so proudly held this 
year. I t  was my joy to bring this honor to my Chapter, for we 
had never had a Worthy Grand Matron before in all our 50 years 
of existence. All my efforts have been to reflect credit to you, 
and I know that you have been so proud to have our Chapter so 
honored, for you have told me so many times. You have been so 
patient with me these past years when I had to put my service 
to Grand Chapter before attendance at  our own meetings, and I 
am looking forward so much to again sitting regularly in Chapter 
with you, my home folks. 

MY Family: 

I t  is most unusual for a Worthy Grand Matron to have both her 
mother and father with her on Installation, and at  her Grand 
Session. Perhaps it has happened before, but not within my 
knowledge. In any case, I am so proud and happy to have mother 
and dad here with me to share in the joy I know, and to have the 
privilege of sharing the dedication of this session with them. 

My daughters have been so patient and uncomplaining when I 
could not be with them. Many times they must have wished that 
I were more available. Their love, and their wish that Mom 
should he free to give time and strength to this service has made 
it easier for me to do so. 

It is difficult for me to publicly express to my husband what 
his interest and cooperation have meant to me. Without his love, 
and his faith in me, which has always been far greater than any 
I had in myself, I should never have aspired to high office. He 
has made the special effort to join me each weekend I have been 
away from home, in addition to taking time off for many week 
days important in this year. I know it meant he had to work extra 
hard to make up for these absences, but he knew how lonely I 
would he without him, and how homesick I get away from him, 
and made many a long and lonely trip so that I might have him 



ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 61 

with me. Thank you, dear, and soon I shall be home - "Home 
that our feet may leave, but not our hearts." I cannot promise 
that I "nevermore shall roam" because I know I shall always 
sustain my interest in those who shall follow, and want to pay 
my respects to them by trailing. I know that you understand 
that feeling and share it, as we have shared everything through 
the years. 

Recommendations: 

I t  is usual for the Worthy Grand Matron to make a number of 
recommendations which she believes will benefit our Order. I 
had planned to make only one because I feel that our Order is 
going along very nicely, and that most of our procedure has been 
developed by the most trustworthy method, that of trial and 
error, and I have never believed in changing things unless they 
could be improved by change. However, since Brother Elmer 
was not spared to make his recommendation about the legisla- 
tion he sponsored as well as authored, which I so gladly co- 
signed. I feel I must explain the motive behind its presentation. 
Brother Elmer and I often discussed, and deplored, the fact that 
there were occasions when a single member of our Order be- 
haved in a manner which reflected discredit on their Chapter and 
our Order. In such cases a Worthy Grand Matron or Worthy 
Grand Patron was powerless to stop such conduct, and the only 
punishment possible was either to punish a whole chapter by 
suspending their charter or dispensation, which would be im- 
possible in most cases and unfair in all, or by the Chapter itself 
preferring charges against the member, a lengthy, expensive and 
very disagreeable procedure outlined in full in our constitution. 
We both felt that if that member faced the possibility of a repri- 
mand, i t  might act as a deterrent. We also felt, that in providing 
that, if the bad conduct continued, the member could be sus- 
pended only after Appeals and Grievances had given them a fair 
hearing, was sufficient protection against abuse of this power. 

The following amendment to the Constitution is therefore sub- 
mitted and was signed by Brother Walther also: 

1. Sec. 151. Powers. The Worthy Grand Matron shall have the 
power, during the vacation of the Grand Chapter, to exercise all 
of its executive powers, except as relates to the institution of new 
Chapters, in conformity with its laws and not in conflict with its 
resolutions or other action. She has power, among other things, 
to convene a Chapter within the jurisdiction; to preside therein; 
to inspect its proceedings and require its conformity to the laws 
of the Order; to suspend for good cause for a limited period, not 
longer than until the next annual session of the Grand Chapter, 
any subordinate Chapter; to publicly reprimand a member of a 
cha~tered Chapter for conduct unbecoming a member of the 
Order, and, in her discretion, with the concurrence of the Com- 
mittee on Appeals and Grievances, suspend such member until the 



62 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 

next regular session of Grand Chapter; to grant all special dis- 
pensations, except such as relate to organizing new Chapters; 
to sign, with the Worthy Grand Patron, all charters granted; to 
sign all warrants drawn on the Grand Treasurer; to appoint 
Representatives in the jurisdiction of other recognized Grand 
Chapters; to receive and accredit Representatives from other 
recognized Grand Chapters; to call special sessions of the Grand 
Chapter; to conduct schools of instruction of Deputy Grand 
Matrons in their duties; to require the attendance of, and infor- 
mation from, any Grand Officer respecting his or her office; and 
to give such instructions and directions as the good of the Order 
may require. 

2. The other recommendation which is the one I had planned to 
make is that we carry on the project of our Cancer Dressing Sta- 
tions as a memorial to all our valiant members who have fallen 
as victims to this dreadful killer. There have been so many, 
among them our Past Grand Matrons Isabella Hilditch, and Willa 
Jane Hellwig, who had give so many years of service to our Order, 
In 1953 we lost our Grand Adah, Nell Boyd, as well as our Grand 
Patron shortly after that year ended, and this year our Grand 
Chapter Committee woman, Louise Thompson, and many others, 
including some of our Worthy Matrons and Worthy Patrons. 

Constitutional amendments are submitted as follows to cover: 
Sec. 168. Add 17. Committee on Memorial Cancer Dressing Sta- 

tions. 
Sec. 169. add "and the Memorial Cancer Dressing Stations Com- 

mittee which shall consist of a General Chairman and a sub- 
chairman in each station!' 

Sec. 196. Memorid Cancer Dressing Stations. It shall be the 
purpose of the Cancer Dressing Stations to create suitable dress- 
ings, and to cause these to be distributed to needy Cancer pa- 
tients. 

Each station's distribution center must keep on hand at  all 
times an adequate supply of dressings of each type made, for the 
use of members of the Order of the Eastern Star and their fami- 
lies. The surplus to go to any needy cancer patient, or to a Cancer 
Society or recognized Cancer relief group for distribution. 

Applicants for dressings shall furnish a written statement from 
a licensed physician of (a),  their type of illness, and (b), their 
need of dressings. 

The appointed State Chairman shall, with the approval of the 
Worthy Grand Matron, select a local sub-chairman for each Dress- 
ing Station. 

All funds collected to purchase materials for dressings shall be 
kept in a special fund on the books of the Grand Chapter. Request8 
for materials shall be made by the subchairman to the General 
Chairman and forwarded to the office of the Grand Secretary. 

Sec. 227. Compensation, Standing Committees. For services 
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rendered to the Grand Chapter by members of Standing Commit- 
tees, Compensation shall be paid as follows: One hundred dollars 
each to the General Chairman of Grand Chapter Week, to the 
Chairman of the Committees on Constitution and By-Laws, Juris- 
prudence, Finance, J. Clifford Lee Memorial Cancer Fund and 
Benevolent Fund, and twenty-five dollars each to the othC mem- 
bers thereof; fifty dollars each to the Chairman of the Committees 
on Credentials, Mileage, Grand Chapter Week Activities, Memori- 
al Cancer Dressing Stations and Housing; to each of the other 
members of the Committees on Grand Chapter Week Activities 
and Credentials, thirty dollars, and on Mileage and Housing, 
twelve dollars and fifty cents; twenty-five dollars each to the 
Chairman of the Committees on Dispensations and Charters, Fra- 
ternal Correspondence and Scholarship Fund and to each of the 
other members thereof twelve dollars and fifty cents. 

I have always felt that an Order such as ours, numbering more 
than 160,000 members, must do more to justify our existence. The 
world has long regarded us as completely social and, by inference, 
a selfish organization. An organization, like a person, will even- 
tually become warped and wither away if it thinks only of itself. 
This year we have accomplished more than we dared hope with 
our project. Instead of the very few stations we dreamed of, we 
have 44. I t  is very difficult to start such an undertaking. I t  takes 
planning, and work, and willing, unselfish people to do that work. 
Because of wonderful cooperation, and a tremendous surge of 
interest throughout our state, this has been accomplished. The 
stations are operating, our members are working, and our dress- 
ings are going into the hands of those who need thcm so desper- 
ately. I would not dare ask that such a task he carried on if I felt 
i t  would be a burden on those to follow me, but the groundwork 
is laid, a substantial balance remains in the fund, and the only 
obligation for  the Grand Matrons to follow will be to appoint 
their State Chairman. This is not an expensive project. You will 
note when the report is given how much has been done with 
little money. We are indebted to the American Cancer Society 
for starting us out with the first quarter of the years' materials. 
Everywhere that we have gone thc members have told us of 
their pride in working at  this project, and of the fact that they 
feel they are doing something worth while, and at  the same time 
growing closer in friendship to those with whom they work. Many 
who were shy and strange in Chapter have found friends as they 
sat side by side at the stations. Many who were troubled have 
found escape from sorrow and loneliness in working for others 
more dreadfully afflicted. Many who were inclined to criticize 
found that jealo~>sly and hatred cannot exist in the same heart 
that is feeling compassion and charity. 

I feel that this project, small indeed though it is in comparison 
to the others we have, can he a great power for good in a three- 
fold way. 
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First, it gives our lonely members with time on their hands 
something to do, and a place to go and work at  something in  
which they believe, and at  the same time get acquainted with 
more of their Sisters. 

Second, it gives us a chance to prove to the world that the 
Order of the Eastern Star is a compassionate and truly charitable 
organization, so that they may respect us as the world does our 
Shrine Brothers for their work with Crippled Children. 

Third, we will have the everlasting satisfaction of knowing that 
we have tried to help those for whom there is no help, and that we 
have at  least done our best to mercifully ease their discomfort. 

The only criticism I have heard of our project is that there are 
a very few who would have us reserve our dressings for our own 
members only. I could never agree with that attitude, and in talk- 
ing to our workers in  all our stations found them unanimous in 
opposing such an opinion. First, because we can he very grateful 
that we have not had that great a number of members who have 
needed dressings this year, but when they do need them, the need 
is desperate. We have made i t  a requirement of every distribu- 
tion center that sufficient reserve be kept on hand so that no 
member of our Order may he denied dressings, and the surplus 
only has gone to the outside patient. Second, if we limited our 
dressings to members and their immediate families, how heartsick 
we would be if someone we knew, not a member, perhaps a re- 
lation or a friend we loved were so stricken, and our limitation 
prevented us from helping them. 

Our Ritual admonishes us at  the time of initiation to "enlarge 
our powers to benefit mankind . . ." and the Worthy Matron in 
addressing new candidates tells them that they #'may become 
willing helpers in the service of humanity." - .  

At installation time, the final charge of the installing officer 
tells us that among the objects for which we are associated is to 
"comfort the afflicted . . . and to relieve the destitute and dis- 
tressed." 

Even our solemn obligation tells us  to give aid in  misfortune. 
Most important of all, we must examine our own consciences and 
decide whether or not we could live with ourselves if we put such 
a limitation on our benevolence where it is not needful. If this 
was one of great cost, it might be necessary and understandable, 
but where so much can be accomplished with so little cost, it 
would be the rankest selfishness. I feel sure that no one of us 
would care to speak in the words of Cain and ask "am I my 
brother's keeper?" Each of us knows beyond the slightest doubt 
that we must love one another, or we perish, and beyond the 
stars those we have lost to this dreadful killer whisper down to 
us, "He who serves his brother best, gets nearer God than all the 
rest." So may it ever be. This I believe. 

Marguerite Weisheimer Worthy Grand Matron 
Referred to Committee on Distribution. 



ELMER J .  WALTHER 
Worthy Grand Patron 
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Introduction of Lloyd E. Wilson. Past Grand Master and Grand 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge. F.&A.M. of California-by Reu- 
ben Wright: 

"At this time I have the extreme pleasure and honor to present 
to you, and also of welcoming on hehalf of this Grand Chapter, a 
Brother Mason whose record is well known among the Masonic 
Fraternity in California. This morning I tried to find out from 
some of the Brothers how long he had served as Grand Secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. I talked to one 
Brother who told me he bad been a member fifty to sixty years 
and this Brother was there when he joined, so I am sure i t  was 
at least twenty years. He brings to us this morning a message 
which I am sure is of grave importance to all, and I ask tbat you 
give him your undivided attention. 

I t  is now my privilege and honor to present to you Brother 
Lloyd E. Wilson, Past Grand Master and Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Cali- 
fornia. 

Address: Lloyd E. Wilson: 

"Worthy Grand Matron, Acting Worthy Grand Patron, my coun- 
terpart, your very capahle Grand Secretary, and members, all of 
the great Masonic Family. 

First, I desire to tell of the privilege, Worthy Grand Matron, and 
the honor of being appointed to speak at  this great gathering, and 
at  this great hour, which I recognize is a signal privilege, and it 
is a privilege and honor to pause and say I appreciate this great 
courtesy. 

I am quite aware of the difficulty of a presiding officer in  kcep- 
ing a great convention like this on schedule and I shall not tres- 
pass beyond the time which I have been alloted. I have long since 
learned that a speech, to be immortal need not be eternal. 

At this point I want to recall that I spoke to this gathering in 
1952, and I want to thank the then Grand Matron, Helen Bell De- 
Beers, and the then Grand Patron, James Leo Halley, for the 
grand aid and comfort which this organization gave to us in the 
proposition then before the electorate. I want to thank Marguer- 
ite Weisheimer for all tbat she has done this year, and your 
organization in helping us to get on the ballot a matter of such 
great importance in November of 1958, and I only wish that 
the Grand Patron, Elmer Walther, were here to hear my thanks 
to him also. 

My subject this morning, which I shall get into immediately, is 
the issue which will be on the ballot in November, 1958 to repeal 
the legislation which is now on the hooks exempting from taxa- 
tion the private, the parochial and religious schools. 

I am here on that important matter today as in 1952, but then 
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I had to go to great lengths to explain i t  was not a controversial 
matter and had to explain why I could talk to Grand Lodge and 
Grand Chapter. But that is not the case this time, because Grand 
Lodge has gone on record in  official legislation that any matter 
affecting the welfare of the public schools in this State is a proper 
matter to discuss in  Lodge and Grand Lodge, and Grand Lodge 
has gone on record on this particular amendment to the Consti- 
tution which we have qualified for 1958 ballot, and your own 
Grand Chapter has gone on record, and therefore I need not waste 
time to explain that it is not political and i t  is not controversial, of 
course, i t  is not political and it can't be controversial. 

We are talking about two great fundamentals in America. We 
are talking about eternal principles of the separation of Church 
and State and then we are talking about a free public school 
system. We have said from the beginning of time that there shall 
never be any system of school, of education, competing with the 
free public school system and receiving directly, or indirectly, any 
governmental agency support, and that is written into the Con- 
stitution. That was written into the Constitution and let us not 
be deceived by those who would say by giving tax exemption to 
Churches you do have a governmental support in Churches, why 
not in the schools. I t  i s  simple. There is no established Church in 
the United States, but there IS  an established school system and 
we have said that public funds must be spent for public schools 
and no other system. I t  is just that simple. 

Let me remind you of the brief history of this. 
When the first Constitution of California was drafted there was 

written a section that specifically prevents this kind of an exemp- 
tion, and when the Constitution was redrawn in 1879, there was a 
specific section written in preventing this kind of an exemption. 
In  1926, when those who want this tax exemption, put it to state- 
wide ballot, it was overwhelmingly voted NO, and again in 1933, 
when they again put it on the ballot, i t  was again overwhelmingly 
defeated. And in 1937 when introduced again in the legislature, 
it passed the Assembly, but the State opposition was so over- 
whelming that i t  was withdrawn in December. 

And that was the history until 1944, when by a very clever de- 
vice and with malice aforethought, in my considered opinion, they 
passed the Welfare Exemption Act, specifically stating in writing 
and printing that it could never he construed under any cir- 
cumstances to include schools of this kind. Then, carrying out 
the program in 1952, they then passed that amendment specifically 
including what they said could never be included. Then we went 
to ballot in 1952, and as you well know, out of 4,800,000 votes, we 
lost by 77,000. If we had changed only thirty-eight to thirty-nine 
thousand votes in  this State, I wouldn't stand on this platform 
today begging your cooperation, financially and otherwise, to take 
this measure off the hooks once and for all, and write the kind 
of an amendment that never can be taken out of the Constitution. 
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When I said in 1926, 1933, 1937 and I now give it for a specific 
reason, I read in the newspapers, and I hear my friends saying, 
what a sad thing it is to have a religious fight in this State; and I 
say, if that is what it is to be, I agree it is sad, but let me ask you 
who started the fight? Who started this? We didn't start it. 
The Protestants didn't start it. The people who started i t  are the 
people who have the most to gain in ninety percent of this tax 
exemption. They are ones who began it. They ought never to 
have started it, and this is one time we are going to finish it for 
all time to come. 

I just want to take two or three of the things that they're say- 
ing about this. One argument: They say every other State in the 
Union has this kind of tax exemption, why shouldn't California 
have it? The truth of the matter is, i t  is just the opposite. No 
state in the Union has this kind of a tax exemption law. There 
is no limitation of any kind or character; there is no restriction 
on it whatever; there is no control whatever. Every other State 
put some kind of a restriction or limitation, either as to the acreage 
that may be exempted, either a control on tuitions, a control of 
of the curricula, or education and teachers program, and not 
one of those things is in this unlimited, unrestricted tax exemp- 
tion law in  California. Rather than other states having it, no state 
has this kind of a tax exemption law, hut even if they did, that is 
no good reason why California should have it. 

Let me give you the second argument: They say "we pay to 
support our schools. We pay public taxes, why give us double 
tax?" Well, let me tell you about the double taxes. Every dollar 
that these people pay for the support of private and parochial 
schools is a self-imposed burden of love of the Church. If I want 
to impose on myself a financial burden out of the love of my 
heart for some particular cause, is there any good reason in the 
world why you should help me to pay for it? This is a self-im- 
posed, at  the direction of a foreign power, a self-imposed burden 
of love for the sake of the Church, and if I loved it that much, I 
would dig down and pay for it and not ask the public, directly 
or indirectly, to help me pay for my burden of love. 

Again, I want to point out one other thing: I won't go along 
with it, but I would think a great deal more of it, if they asked for 
the relief of only that part of the tax dollar that goes for public 
schools. But no, that isn't what they ask. They ask relief from 
all taxes. They want all of the services, all the protection, police, 
fire, health, parks, recreation, streets, they want all of that that 
your tax dollar pays for, but they don't want to pay one single 
solitary cent to have it. They want each of you to pay it, because 
they have decided they don't like the public school system. 

What don't they like about it? What is it that children can get in 
those schools that they can't get in a public school? Is it reading? Is 
it writing? Is it arithmetic? Is it sewing? Is it woodworking? NO, 
NO, that isn't it. The thing they can get in  those schools that 
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they can't get in public schools is indoctrination, independent of 
the particular status of the group that operates those schools. 
That's what they get. Religion. 

And would you like to know what they get in  some of them 
that you are paying for? The book that is used, one book that is 
used in  the classrooms in Parochial schools of this state is called 
"Living Our Faith" and that book was introduced in evidence, and 
what I hold in mv hand now are exerots from our brief with the 
Supreme Court of the United States, books introduced in evi- 
dence and acknowledged by them to be their textbooks. What are 
some of the things you are paying for: "In this country the 
Church has flourished to such a degree that we may he inclined 
to think that separation of Church and State is a satisfactory and 
workable plan. The Church holds that this is still a compromise 
and that the condition is the lesser of two evils." That from the 
text. 

There is no compromise with them. They are positively out, to 
the end, for the control of the State by the Church, and what do 
you think of this: The material, and I now read from page 112 of 
"Living Our Faith: "the material, size and shape of the paper. 
metal money in the United States, is determined and authorized 
by the government, and no other money is legal tender, and any 
other agency issuing such money is guilty of counterfeiting. In the 
same way, non-Catholic ways of worshipping God must be branded 
counterfeit." And you, through your increased taxes, that they 
don't pay, you are paying to have children in this state learn 
that the religion which is close to your heart is counterfeit. 

There are other agencies, not so severely condemned, but that 
Catholics may not join. This includes the Odd Fellows Lodge, 
Knights of Pythias. The Catholics are opposed to the Masons for 
the same reason they oppose Protestantism. It is a false religion, 
since the founding in England in  1717 and since spread over the 
world as a universal organization. 

I could go on. These are the mild ones which I have told you 
and have read to you. I could go on, hut that is what they ask you 
to pay for and the money they save by tax exemptions, the lower 
taxes, does it help the community? No. That money goes to pay 
for more land to build more schools to get more tax exemption. 

Now, I come to the greatest question that they will have all 
over this State: "what if we were to send our 165,000 students to 
your schools? What would happen to your school system?" 

Well, that is a consummation devoutly to be desired, but it 
will never come to pass because it is the philosophy of Rome that 
the Church, and only the Church, bas the right to educate, and 
as long as they hold to that philosophy, they will never send the 
children to the public schools. If they can get them into their 
own, they will, and so let's not be disturbed by that. California 
has never shirked its duties and will never shirk its duty to the 
public school program. 
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Under our American System, they may have their schools. Under 
our system of freedom and democracy, they may have their 
schools. That could not exist if they were in  power, and they 
are on record as having said that "when the time comes, if we 
are in control, then as the majority we cannot, of course, permit 
minorities to exist, and certainly not to have freedom from taxes." 

That is in the writtcn record. I say, under our system, they may 
have their schools if they wish them, but in all fairness, and in all 
honesty, and if it is love they are doing it for, then they can pay 
every single, solitary dollar for construction, maintenance and 
operation of their Church schools. 

We are now at the place in this campaign where we need to 
work, where we need to secure the money and the next year to get 
out and get the votes. Let me encourage you by t h i s i n  1952 when 
we lost by a small margin, we could not discuss the matter in  the 
Masonic Lodges under our laws, but this year we can, by our law, 
discuss this matter in the Lodges. We can raise money for this cam- 
paign in the Lodges. We do have the solid backing the Grand 
Lodge of California, that is one thing: we have the solid backing of 
this powerful organization of the Grand Chapter of the Eastern 
Star. Every constituent body in this State has already gone on 
record that this is their program, as well. 

This is the one time when it is our campaign: we are selecting 
our campaign directors this very week, we are at work. I t  i s  the 
one time in all of our history that we, this great Masonic Family, 
is united solidly behind a thing in which we helieve-the everlast- 
ing and complete separation of Church and State and the denial 
of any public money, directly or indirectly, to any school which 
teaches a religion in their schools, and we are forever and forever 
and forever committed to one thing, educationally, in this State, 
with public money, and that is the free public school system for 
all of the children, regardless of any other consideration. 

I thank you again, Worthy Grand Matron, and all of you." 

Worthy Grand Matrrm, Marguerite Weisheimer: 

"Thank you, Mr. Wilson. I am sure you do not have to beg us to 
do our duty, but we do thank you for reminding us of that duty." 

Acting Worthy Grand Patron, Reuben Wright: 

"I have asked our Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite, for 
one privilege, and I was very happy to have her concur, if she 
would accept from this Grand Chapter sometime during this 
Session, a motion to give financial aid for this particular cause, 
because it is our fight as well as the Masons. That is one thing 
which we should keep in  mind and decide what we can do to help, 
because this is a very, very essential thing to all of us. 

We, in this assembly, appreciate your bringing to us this in- 
formation, Brother Wilson, and we would all like to express our- 
selves, hut may we just accept your remarks as ours, and that 
way save a lot of time." 
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(With a personal word of thanks to the Presiding Officers, Mr. 
Wilson left the session.) 

The Worthy Grand Matron Dresented the Worthy Patron of 
Wilshire Chapter No. 329,   rot her Elmer's Chapter, Lawrence W. 
Clarke, who read the report of our late Worthy Grand Patron. 

ADDRESS OF THE WORTHY GRAND PATRON 
(Read by Lawrence W. Clarke, W.P. Wilshire Chapter No. 329) 

Our Worthy Grand Patron, Brother Elmer .I. Walther, was not 
spared to complete the report he planned to give to this Grand 
Chapter. However, he had made some notes for it. These are so 
expressive of his personality and his joy in serving that we feel 
you are entitled to hear them. They are far from complete, and 
we know that there are many things he would have liked to say- 
and many people and incidents he would have liked to refer to, 
hut we now present to you, in his exact wards, what he had pre- 
pared. 

Assuming Offloe: 
I assumed the office of Associate Grand Patron, and then the 

office of Worthy Grand Patron this year with the greatest humil- 
ity, not unmindful of the responsibilities involved, and the oppor- 
tunity to serve, but with a determination to do my very best to 
fulfill the duties of the respective offices. 

I am deeply grateful to our Grand Marguerite for affording me 
the opportunity to serve as a Grand Officer with her. She has 
been so understanding and so generous to me, making allowances 
for my shortcomings, and always so willing to make adjustments 
to meet my convenience. 

Our Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite, has whole- 
heartedly given of her time and talents to our Order. 

O.E.S. Home: 
We are all proud of our Eastern Star Home and the splendid 

administration exercised by our Board of Trustees. Sister Mary 
Isabel Warmer, our Past Grand Matron, and Superintendent, de- 
serves a meat deal of credit for her stewardshiv. She has hroueht - - 
love and respect to the Home, and they all adore her. The Fiesta 
this year was a grand success, and those who took part worked 
untiringly to make it the success that it was. Well over $6,000.00 
was realized, the best ever. 

Institution of New Chapters: 
It has been my policy this year to encourage the formation of 

new chapters only in  communities where their success was reas- 
onably assured, and under circumstances where they would not 
he a drain on existing chapters. There are certain communities 
which have enjoyed rapid growth and increase in population. 
Three of these are Granada Hills, Lakewood, and Palmdale, in 
Southern California. Chapters have been instituted in these loca- 
tions as follows: 
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Granada Hills Chapter was instituted in the Masonic Temple, 
Van Nuys on March 21st. 1957. Thirty-one members received the 
degrees at  sight and twenty-five affiliated. 

The Grand Officers officiated, with the following substitutes: 
George D. Danielson acted as Worthy Grand Patron, Joseph F. 
Reed, P.G.P. as Associate Grand Patron and Agnes Barnes, P.G.T. 
as Grand Treasurer. Gerald Brown, W.P., Glen Eyrie Chapter No. 
237 acted as Flag Bearer. 

Officers installed were: 
Jean Stevens Worthy Matron 
Paul Stewart Worthy Patron 
Rosa Moormeister Associate Matron 
Merrill Balser Associate Patron 
Vera McFall Secretary 
Thelma Wickersham Treasurer 
Martha Rusk Conductress 
Ruth Onstott Associate Conductress 
Wilma Stewart Chaplain 
Peggy Ann Honroth Marshall 
Dorothy Ashforth Organist 
Paula Snowdy Adah 
Florence Daum Ruth 
Rita Turner Esther 
Bonita Thurston Martha 
Johnita Nowell Electa 
Florence Shannon Warder 
Edward Moormeistcr Sentinel 

Star of Lakewood Chapter was instituted on March 22, 1957 
in Morgan Hall, Long Beach, with sixty-six members, forty-one 
of whom received the degrees at  sight. 

The Grand Officers officiated, with following substitutes: 
George D. Danielson assisted the Worthy Grand Patron; D. A. 
Boone, P.G.P. acted as Associate Grand Patron, Agnes Barnes, 
P.G.T. as Grand Treasurer. Ernest R. Christianson, W.P. Atwater 
Chapter No. 522 acted as Flag Bearer. 

Officers installed were: 
Barbara H. Wand Worthy Matron 
James P. Michaels Worthy Patron 
Betty Hamlin Associate Matron 
Clarence H. Wand, Jr .  Associate Patron 
Lenora Duncan Secretary 
Marvel Whitlow Treasurer 
Manila Richardson Associate Conductress 
Delora J. Christensen Chaplain 
Dorothy Michaels Marshall 
Eleanor Ellis Organist 
Elizabeth Gray Adah 
Lucille Bland Huth 
Florence Staggs Esther 
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Helen Hartman Martha 
Elsie Millhouse Electa 
Dorcas Harris Warder 
Clifford Sexy Sentinel 

Star of Palmdale Chapter was instituted on October 7, 1957 in 
the Palmdale Womans Club, Palmdale, with 114 members, sixty- 
six of whom received the degrees at  sight. 

The Grand Officers officiated with the following substitutes: 
George D. Danielson acted as Worthy Grand patron, Reuben 
Wrinht as Associate Grand Patron. Ames Barnes. P.G.T. as Grand - . - 
Treasurer, Marian Clough as Grand Electa. Lawrence W. Clark, 
W.P. Wilshire Chapter No. 329 acted as Flag Bearer. 

Officers installed were: 
Virginia Baker Worthy Matron 
Floyd Lecher Worthy Patron 
Hildegard Smith Associate Matron 
Gerald Kaye Associate Patron 
Helen Scott Secretary 
Jerri Martin Treasurefr 
Frances Lasley Conductress 
Mildred Kaye Associate Conductress 
Mary Lue Roberts Chaplain 
Anita Lecher Marshal 
Lorraine Belt Organist 
Marion Klem Adah 
Irene Clippinger Ruth 
Betty Mingus Esther 
Toni Epperson Martha 
Gladys Nichols Electa 
Viola Morse Warder 
Harry Walker Sentinel 

I am exceedingly proud of the progress made by these new 
Chapters, and am happy to recommend to Grand Chapter char- 
ters for Granada Hills and Star of Lakewood. Palmdale was not 
instituted in time to apply for a charter at this session of Grand 
Chapter. 

I am especially grateful to Brother Dan Danielson, our Associate 
Grand Patron, for taking my place in the institution of Granada 
Hills, with practically no notice, during my sudden illness. and for - ~ 

assisting me in instituting Star of Lakewood. 

Legislation: 
(Bra. Walther had signed and sent to the Grand Secretary, as 

required by the Constitution, the following amendment to the 
Constitution. He had also signed with the Grand Matron the 
amendment to section 151.) 

Sec. 157. Powers. The Worthy Grand Patron shall have 
power, during the vacation of the Grand Chapter, to grant dispen- 
sations for the formation of new Chapters and to suspend or re- 
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voke the same, and to grant special dispensations to receive and 
ballot on petitions for the degrees at  the meeting at  which such 
petitions are introduced, upon request from Chapters under dis- 
pensation on the occasion of their institution, and shall have no 
power to grant dispensations otherwise. 

He may confer the degrees at sight upon a sufficient number of 
worthy eligible persons to organize a new Chapter, as provided in  
the laws relating thereto, and institute new Chapters under dis- 
pensation, and may delegate such authority to the Associate 
Grand Patron or to a Past Grand Patron. 

He shall have plenary power in all matters pertaining to the 
organization of new Chapters, the approval of hy-laws thereof, 
and appointments and removals from office therein. He shall ren- 
der such decisions relating thereto as may, in his judgment, be in 
the interest of the Order and such Chapters; he shall have general 
supervisory care over the affairs thereof until charters have been 
granted and issued by the Grand Chapter, or until such dispensa- 
tions have been revoked by him or by the Grand Chapter. He shall, 
with the Worthy Grand Matron, sign all such charters. He shall . - 

also have autho~ity to publicly reprimand a member of a Chapter 
under diswensation for conduct unbecomina a member of the Order. 
and, in his discretion, with the concurrence of the Committee on 
Appeals and Grievances, suspend such member until the next 
regular session of Grand Chapter. 

In the early hours of Tuesday night, about 24 hours before he 
passed on. Brother Elmer arose from his bed and wrote the fol- 
lowing unfinished letter to us all: 
"Mv dear Members of the Eastern Star: 

"Now that our two years of service in our Order are rapidly 
coming to a close I again wish to express to you my gratitude for 
the privilege and opportunity of serving with you in our beautiful 
fraternity. I t  has been a priceless experience. Our wonderful 
Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite, has been so kind and 
considerate of me, and i t  has been an inspiration to me in serving 
our leader. Her Grand Trailer, Walter, has constantly been by 
her side. and is always ready and willing to help. My own Grand 
Trailer, "Dodie," is a jewel, and the help and encouragement she 
has aiven to me, and the love she radiates to everyone, reflects the - 
sunshine of her soul." 

Referred to Committee on Distribution. 
(Worthy Grand Matron presiding.) 

Regrets: 
The following telegram of regret was read from Governor Good- 

win J. Knight: 
To the Grand Chapter of California, Order of the Eastern Star, 
Long Beach, California: 

May I send you a most sincere greeting and good wishes as 
Governor of California and my regrets that a severe attack of 



74 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 

influenza and my doctor's orders that I stay in bed for several 
days more prevent me from attending your convention nnd ex- 
pressing my greetings personally as has been my very great 
pleasure on several occasions in the past. My deepest regrets 
and condolences to you and the Grand Chapter on the sudden 
passing of your highly respected Worthy Grand Patron, Elmer J. 
Walther. Sincerely, Goodwin J. Knight, Governor of the Sbate of 
California. 

At 12:40 p.m. the Grand Conductress attended at  the Altar and 
the Grand Marshal proclaimed the Session called from labor to 
refreshment until 2 p.m. 

Tuesday Afternoon Session 
The Session on Tuesday afternoon was called to order at 2 

o'clock, with customary formalities, Margaret Hughes Lauritzen, 
Past Grand Matron and Lloyd Ellis Griffin, Past Grand Patron, 
acting as Hostess and Host. 

Philip Frederic Leahy, Past Grand Patron, acted as Worthy 
Grand Patron." 
Welcome: Margaret Hughes Lauritzen, Past Grand Matron: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, Acting Worthy Grand Patron, Distin- 
guished East. Sisters and Brothers: 
- Worthy ~ i a n d  Matron Marguerite, it is a joy to welcome you 
this afternoon to vour oneninz session. I deem i t  an honor indeed - 
for you to ask me to have a part in this afternoon's session, 
especially knowing that you expected to have your very closest and 
dearest friend in  Grand Chapter, Sister Butterfield, alongside of 
you. Sister Grace, as we all know, is not very well and we are  
praying and sending her loving messages of full recovery in  the - . -  
near future. 

Sister Grace Richardson Butterfield is one of our outstanding 
Past Grand Matrons of California, one who has given not only of 
herself physically, but mentally in the building of this wonderful 
institution of ours in the State of California. She was the Di- 
rector of our San Francisco Degree Team, and in 1950 when I 
served this Grand Chapter as your Worthy Grand Matron, Sister 
Marguerite Weisheimer, our present Worthy Grand Matron, was 
the very efficient and capable Worthy Matron of that team. So 
I have many fond memories of the wonderful cooperation and 
support of these two fine women. 

Sister Marguerite, you know my abounding hope for you, and 
only happiness and success can be yours in response to the 
happinessthat you have given to others: Wherever I have traveled, 
and I have come in contact with people throughout the world who 
have crossed the path of our worthy ~ r a ~ d  Matron, they have 
every time told me what a wonderful Worthy Grand Matron you 
are. 

I think our Brother Lloyd bas a message for you." 
Greetings: Lloyd Ellis Griffin, Past Grand Patron. 

"Worthy Grand Matron, our Acting Worthy Grand Patron, our 
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very lovely Right Worthy Grand Conductress, Sister Mildred 
Harris, so nice to have you here with your Right Worthy Grand 
Sentinel, these other Grand Officers, present and past from other 
Jurisdictions, and to greet the Past Grand Matrons and Patrons 
again, and to say "hello" to my dear friends, the delegates to the 
Grand Chapter of California: 

It was just twenty-four years ago my Worthy Grand Matron. 
Sister ~ r & e  ~ichardson Butterfieid, and I stood on this ve& 
same vlatform wivileeed to ouen Grand C h a ~ t e r  Session in 1933. - 
The day brings back many fine memories, not only of that Chapter 
Session, but of my Worthy Grand Matron. 

Sister Margaret, has so graciously told you about Sister Grace 
and I can add nothing other then what has been said, but I know 
she is with us today in spirit and in soul, and these words I speak 
for her, at  her invitation. 

Twenty-four years doesn't seem very long to be in  Grand Chap- 
ter, and I only missed one session of Grand Chapter in those 
twenty-four years, and thmat was due to illness. Today I am ask- 
ing you if you will be at Grand Chapter twenty-four years from 
now, giving of your time and service for this great Order of the 
Eastern Star. And, if at  that time you may look back upon your 
service, as I do today, I hope at  that time you will thank God for 
the privilege of belonging to the Order of the Eastern Star. If it 
does as much for you as i t  has for me, you will be repaid many 
fold. 

In this spirit I greet you today. Thank you." 
Response: Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Matron: 

"Thank vou. Sister Marearet. our Past Grand Matron and verv " .  - .  
distinguished member of General Grand Chapter. Thank you 
for pinchhitting for one whom I love, as you know, and whom I 
had hoped up until a few short weeks ago would recover suffi- 
ciently to be with us. I know that she will be pleased to know 
that you were her substitute and I shall tell her of the lovely 
things you said about her. 

Thank you, too, for your wonderful help and cooperation to me, 
Judge Griffin, whom I have affectionately called for years, "the 
Jedge!' Thank you for assisting in opening this Session. I ap- 
preciate your friendship through the years and your every effort 
to smooth my path. 

My Sisters and Brothers, in the stress of emotion this morning, 
somehow I overlooked a portion of my report, two paragraphs, 
but two very important to me. I t  seems that we always forget 
whose who are the very dearest to us, and we can only trust that 
they will understand and forgive. I forgot to mention my two 
little Sisters, whom I love so dearly, and to whom I am so grate- 
ful, our Sisters Annie and Mary, our two Grand Conductresses, 
and my Worthy Matrons and Patrons." (Reads the omitted para- 
graphs.) 

The session was then opened in customary form. 
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Prayer: Thelma Schleifer, Grand Chaplain: 
"Sunreme Being. Loving God. keeu strong our faith in the effi- -. - . - - 

cacy of prayer as we unite our petitions in this sacred moment. We 
pray for guidance for each day to be well spent. When we leave 
it at twelve o'clock at night, we realize we leave it exactly as it 
stands; no single hour of it can be changed now, no small wish 
can be recalled, no angry word taken hack. It is fixed, steadfast, 
irrevocable, stereotyped forever on the past plates of Eternity. The 
metauhor of this. "Water snilt uuon the ground, which cannot be - 

gathered up again!' thou hast said, "It is more blessed to give 
than to receive." Give us the Grace today to think not of what 
we can get, hut what we can give, that a new spirit may come into 
our work here, with a new vision and a new purpose that Thou 
wilt delight to bless. Let us be swayed not by emotion or ambition, 
but by calm conviction. Almighty Father, teach us to view with 
equal eye, the small in great, the great in small. Guide us this day. 
Amen." 
Minutes: 

The minutes of the Informal Opening Monday evening and of 
the Morning Session on Tuesday were read and approved. 
Introduction: 

Past Grand Matron Kathryn Farwell, General Chairman of the 
Benevolent Fund Committee was presented and accorded 
Grand Honors. 

REPORT OF THE GRAND SECRETARY 
To the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron and Mem- 
bers of the Grand Chapter: 

Again we meet in the City of Long Beach, and let us together 
resolve to he 

"A little less impatient with those we deem too slow; 
A little less arrogant because of all we think we know; 
A little more humble, seeing our worth is slight; 
We are such trivial candles compared to stars at  night. 
A little more forgiving and swifter to be kind: - - 
A little more desirous the word of praise to find - 
The word of praise to utter and make a heart rejoice; 
A little hit more careful to speak witb genial voice; 
A little more true eagerness to understand each other; 
A little more real striving to help a needy brother; 
A little more high courage to each task that must be done; 
These he our resolutions-and God help everyone." 

Before going into the business portion of this report I should 
like to say just a few "thank yous" to those who have helped 
make life easier or happier for me this year. 

Fellow Grand Officers, you like your predecessors, have show- 
ered me with kindnesses and with invitations to parties that I 
wish I could have attended, hut you have been understanding 
and the occasions I have been able to be with you have been filled 
with laughter. Good luck to each one of you. A special thanks 
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to our Grand Treasurer, Sister Royetta, for her unfailing prompt- 
ness when we needed her signature to keep us from over-drawing 
our accounts. And thank you, Royetta, for remaining your "old 
time self". 

Thanks again to my office staff for your loyalty and your co- 
operation. I know the last two months have been more strenuous 
than usual because of the additional work in connection with the 
annual reports, but cheer up, this will not happen again for five 
years. 

The Secretaries of our constituent Chapters have, as usual, been 
"my Children" and our work together has been for the best inte- 
rest of the Order. Many thanks for all of your deeds of thought- 
fulness to me. 

I should like to take this opportunity to publicly thank Sister 
Bernice Olson, Past Matron of Albert Pike Chapter No. 284 for 
her valuable assistance in  making investigations for out-of-town 
Chapters in cases of requested aid for members. The orom~tness - .  
with which the investigations were made was very much appre- 
ciated by this office and the Chapters involved. My appreciation 
to the Worthy Matrons' groups in  San Francisco and Los Angeles 
for conducting funeral services whenever requested to do so for 
members far  away from home. 

A big "thank you" to my friends Ruth and Bill Lindeburg for 
all of their kindnesses during the year and particularly for their 
help in  getting all of our paraphernalia and records to Long 
Beach-you were "life savers". 

A special "thank you" to Miss Ruth Sandford for her generosity 
in again sending souvenir calendars for the State dinner and for 
the Secretaries of the subordinate Chapters. 

Again my appreciation to the editors of the Eastern Star mag- 
azines that have reached the office, but particularly to the Grand 
Lodge of Iowa for the bulletins which are read with interest and 
from which I gain considerable knowledge. 

I t  was a pleasure to serve with our Worthy Grand Patron, 
Brother Elmer, and with the rest of the jurisdiction, I regret that 
it was God's will that be not preside with Sister Weisheimer at  
this session. His work far the Order will be a monument to his 
memory. Sister Dora, the sympathy and loving thoughts of the 
members are yours. I consider it a privilege to have had the op- 
portunity to become better acquainted with you. 

Like the children, I have saved the best for the last: Worthy 
Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite, we have known one another 
since you started in the line in Amity Chapter and have been 
fraternal acquaintances. This year we have become, in my opinion 
at  least, real friends-you, Walter and I. Your straight thinking, 
your willingness to listen to both sides and your thoughtfulness 
have endeared you to your associates and to the office. You have 
truly "increased in stature and in favor with God and man." God 
bless you. 
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For the Worthy Matrons I found this little jingle: 
"There are those who come and say: 
I'd love to work, but not today, 
Monday? Bridge, it's my day to play. 
Tuesday? My maid is gone all day. 
Wednesday? I have a luncheon date-- 

I could come in very late. 
Thursday? My hair-I bave that done at  one. 
Friday? The dentist with my son. 
On Saturday I'm NEVER free 
But, when you need help please call on me" 

And now to business. 
Routine Business: 

All routine business incident to a new regime mas taken care 
of at  the close of the last session. The Constitution and Laws of 
the Grand Chapter was reprinted and copies distributed to the 
Chapters. A few Chapters have not as yet returned the copies 
belonging to certain officers, so are without the new edition. 
Eastern Star Home: 

All meetings of the Home Board were attended and the wishes 
of the members of the Board carried out to the best of my ability. 
May I take this opportunity to say that the meetings this year 
bave been most harmonious--the spirit of friendliness and co- 
operation has made the meetings a pleasure. 
cancer Fnnd and Cancer ~ r e s s L 8 .  ~und: 

The voluntarv contributions to these two funds has been a 
striking indication of the real meaning of membership in the 
Order of the Eastern Star and of the desire of the members to 
participate in  needed charitable work. The financial reports will 
be given by the Chairmen. 
Membership: 

As of the date of this report, we have 566 Chapters, of which 
nine are Under Dispensation-three of these having been insti- 
tuted this year. The approximate membership on August 31, 1957 
was 162,988. Membership report for the fiscal year ended August 
31, 1956 is as follows: 
Number of members September 1, 1955 160,743 
Gained: by Initiation 6155 

Affiliation 2085 
Reinstatement 145 8,385 

- - 
Lost: by Demit 2830 

Resignation 13 
Suspension N.P.D. 1106 
Suspended O.C. 10 
Deceased 2211 6,170 

- - 
Membership August 31, 1956 162,958 

Net Increase 2,215 
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Deduct: Account 50 year Membership 943 
In Homes 353 
Remission of Dues 1037 2,333 

- - 
Members on whom Dues were paid 160,625 

Largest Chapter: In addition to the 53 Chapters having over 
500 members, Raisina No. 89 of Fresno had 942 and Silver Star No. 
3 of Vallejo had 934 at the close of the 1956 fiscal year. 

Under 100, with exception of the Chapters Under Dispensation, 
15, membership ranging from 44 in Eowana No. 328 to 96 in 
Angels No. 134. One Chapter suspended 53 members, another 33 
and another 21. Largest net gain in Chula Vista No. 458 of 46 and 
in Harbor Lights U.D. 109. 

This year the Secretaries were required to send in a list of their 
members and I regret to say that of the 565 reports received more 
than one hundred had to be corrected-about sixty because the 
list and the report did not agree numerically, over a hundred 
because the financial portion of the report was not correct. The 
checking of the membership has been a terrific job as it entails 
going back into the records for at  least five, and sometimes twenty 
years to fine the error. Needless to say, what the office force 
thought was not printable. 

Remrt ol the Auditor: 
The report of the Auditor is attached to and a part of this report. 

Fifty-year Emblems Presenbed: 
322 fifty year pins were presented this year. 
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Anna Rae Flsher 
Elva Harris 

BAKERSFIELD No. 125 
Nellie Lenora Crites. P.M. 
Pauline Stall Mace 

MERCEOES No. 126 
Louise Higgins 

LUCERNE No. 127 
Nella Frances renton, P.M. 

LO8 GATOS No. 128 
Grace Edith Sheffield 
Elsie Geneva Calef Cilker. P.M. 
George Anthony Green. P.P. 

FIDELITY No. 131 
Faris White 
Alice El~zabeth Pinkston 
Rovy Ibach 

SOUTH GATE No. 133 
Marguerite H. John. P.M. 
~ d n a  D. Jones 

ANGELS No. 134 
Fresia Sweetland 
Mar Mahulda Qulnn, P.M. 
~ m d e  Aylward. P.M. 

C1.EAR LAKE No. 137 

Clara Cook 
Hattie Donlev. P.M. - ~ 

Helen D. ~ a i h b u n  
Edith Morrison 

SCEPTER No. 163 
Lena Flodin Hays 

ONISBO NO. 164 
Margaret Zilpha Mullins, P.M. 

ESPERANZA No. 167 
Frances McNeal, P.M. 
Edna F. Stair 

OLIVE BRANCH No. 169 
Ethel Richards McMlUIan 

KING SOLOMON'S No. 170 
Marion Baldo 

CARNATION No. 171 
Ada Stone Hockett. P.M. 

LEXINGTON No. 172 
JOS. C. Thurman, P.P. 

LONG BEACH No. 173 
Margaret Christine Gutzler. P.M 

SAN PEDRO HARBOR No. 174 
Hila Saunders Miller, P.M. 
Anna McLaughlin 

SISSON No. 175 
Evangeline Lucile Lawless. P.M. 

MIGUELlTO No. 176 
Martha Dannenberg, P.M. 



ORDER OF 

BERKELEY No. 178 
Elsie Mabel Stevenson 
Lavlnia Morrison 
Emma Margaret Smith, P.M. 

EUCLIO No. 179 
Sarah E. Merrill 

HEBER No. 181 
Riea Ketcham. P.M. 

VALLEY HOME No. 182 
Mary Luviena Hall, P.M. 
Madeline Estella Roat Wood 
Adelaide C. Bym,  P.M. 

CROCKETT No. 184 
Etta Petersen. P.M. 
Grayce Anna Laidlaw. P.M. 
Maud Alice Gay, P.M. 
Emma Augusta Gabhs, P.M. 

SANTA PAULA No. 185 
Mabel V. Snyder, P.M. 
Vesta L. Keene 
Allen C. Hardison, P.P. 
Eleanor M. Martin, P.M. 

LAUREL No. 186 
Winnifred Rayden 

SACRAMENTO No. 190 
Maude Fetterly 

FULLERTON No. 191 
Charlotte Nelson 
Nannie H. Newel1 
Grace Fridd Chilton. P.hl. 

SANTA CLARA No. 195 
Florence Velgora Hargreaves 
Grace Burrell Leonard 
John Leonard, P.P. 

IONlA No. 199 
John B. Anderson 

LAS MARIPOSAS NO. 200 
Elizabeth Bondshu. P.M. 

STARE KING No. 204 
Elsie Biehl, P.M. 
May Sampsan Hays 

MlRAMAR No. 205 
Emma Philpot Robey 

CITRUS No. 208 
Lois Oeker Noddin 

HOLLYWOOD No. 209 
Dora Wabnite, P.M. 
Carrie Jackman 

PALESTINE NO. 210 
Edith Johnson King 

PAL0 ALTO No. 213 
Edith Ellery Patton 

LOYALTY No. 211 
Annie Grimes. P.M. 
Bertha M. Hopkins 

YOSOLANO No. 218 
~ e r t r u d e  Wilhelmina Brinck, P 
Myrtle Cooper Wolfskill, P.M. 
Clara Robinson 
Eva Harris Hemenway 

XILL VALLEY No. 219 
Cora L. Rice 

LOYAL No. 223 
Banlamin Frallklin Peters 

CELANDINE No. 224 
May Dory. P.M. 

EAST GATE Nq. 225 
Agnes Josephine Schwartz 

XONROVIA NO. 227 
Bessie Johnston Rogers. P.M. 

SAPPHIRE No. 230 
Alice May Peirsol, P.M. 

LOWER LAKE No. 231 
Adele Athey. P.M. 

LOS CERRITOS No. 234 
Ethel Lahey Pascoe 
Bertha Howard 
Alida Matheson 

GLEN EYRIE No. 237 
Cora Laws Maxwell 

JEWEL No. 238 
Goldie Brateher 

THE 

.M. 

EASTERN STAR 
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LA MESA No. 300 
Mary Eugenia Gaold 
Cora Morgan 

ADA No. 301 
Mary Elizabeth Phillips, P.M. 

SOUTHLAND No. 307 
IW Crane Shellhamer, P.G.M. 

MARY E. PARTRIDGE No. 308 
Anna Dahlgren 
Nan Janette Campbell, P.M. 

PALOS VERDES No. 310 
Grace S. Hird 
~ l a n c h e  Isabdlla Jamison 

WILLITS No. 314 
Una Smart Keller, P.M. 
Leta Smart Noonan 

INGLEWOOD No. 319 
Evslyn Conrad Oestrieh, P.M. 

OXNARD No. 322 
Ellice Anna Dennis, P.M. 

CLAREMONT No. 324 
Edna F. Barnett, P.M. 

VAN NUYS No. 388 
Edna Josephine Noble. P.M. 
Eva Frost Duffey 

ESPARTO No. 341 
Laura K. Murray. P.M. 

UPLAND NQ. 346 
Blanche Lillian Fox 

JOAQUIN No. 348 
Bessie Nurtan Moore 

PITTSHURG No. 353 
Genevieve Chapin 

GOLDEN POPPY NO. 355 
Alice Eastman Woodruff 

CORINTHIAN No. 358 
Elma Danford 

ALETHE No. 366 
Nellie Ebert Evans, P.M. 

MAXWELL NO. 369 
Olive M. Reading. P.M. 

THOUSAND OAKS No. 375 
Cora Alice Charles, P.M. 

RAINBOW NO. 285 
Adaline May Sommers Real H; 

P.M. 
Edith Irene Weatherhead 

SANTA ANA No. 389 
Helen K. Aubin, P.M. 

CALEDONIA NO. 391 
Ora Belle Baker. P.M. 

BELL No. 393 
Elizabeth Linsley, P.M. 

SAN FERNANDO No. 398 
Carolyn Clampitt 
Harry Clark Clampitt, P.P. 

STARLIGHT No. 401 
Anna Airnyra Duffey 

SILOAM No. 406 
Marie Buehler Chambers 

\VEST ADAMS No. 411 
Bertha Thompson 

ESTRELLA No. 412 
Clara Broadbent 

CAHUENGA No. 413 
Vera Marie Musser, P M ,  

ARLINGTON No. 418 
Edna Husted 

RADIANT No. 421 
Jennie E. Hobson 

PLYMOUTH No. 423 
Estella Sickle? Winn 

EL CAMWO No. 428 
Edwin Woodbury 

FOOTHILL No. 433 
Graeie Bell York 

SUNNYSIDE No. 436 
Flora Bateman, P.M. 

TUIUNGA No. 445 
Grace Marble Anderson 

TEMPLE CITY No. 448 
Bertha R. Broadhead 
Lillian Lucile Nagle 

CALIZ de OR0 No. 457 
Ida Belle Kessell, P.M. 

STAR OF THE WEST No. 468 
Pearl  May Baileau 

ARCADIA No. 471 
Margaret MeInnis Johns 

BETHEL No. 476 
Roy Vern Cutler 

PRUDENCE NO. 484 
Marearet Gruwell Sherwood. P.M. 

GLASSELL PARK No. 466 
Clara Hunter Colvin 

HENRY S. ORME NO. 492 
Frances Bartlett 

TEMPLE No. 513 
Frank T. MeClaskey 

HOLLY VISTA NO. 517 
Fred Ellis. P.P. 

CAMBRIA PINES No. 525 
Frederick Hendy Sebire, P.P. 

ALTADENA NO. 526 
Rebecca Fary Rfley 

DUNSMUIR No. 536 
Winifred Lee Long. P.M. 

ESTER0 HAY No. 587 
Emma Comer 

HARBOR LIGHTS No. 600 
Luella Chambers Gladhart 

NOVATO No. 609 
Mignon McDonald 

Courtesy Initiations: 
The degrees of the Order were conferred for other Jurisdictions 

on 

Beulah Rose 
Ethel M. AUen 
Bennita Spaulding 
 glad^ Brown 
Floyd Brown 
Bemice R. swanson 
Ruby H. Adam* 
Florence M a y  Kennl 
Marie Newman 
Helen Yarbmugh 
Lillian E. Ke~gum 
Edward T. Keigwin 
Betty Swanson 
Rernioe M. Bircher 
csr1ene L. Tillma" 
Marjorie Selley 
Edna S. Vanness 

BU 
Gardena No. 260 
Poinsema No. 287 
Chispa Na. 151 
Monterey No. 239 
Montmy No. 239 
Santa Monica KO. 113 
Los Gator No. 128 
Bellilower KO. 397 
Palm Springs No. 576 
Whittier No. 444 
Norwalk No. 143 
Nonvalk No. 143 
Lsurel No. 186 
Palon Verdes No. 310 
Poimema NO. 287 
Cam bell No. 553 
oak f t  esf NO. s 

Ern 
Rack Island No. 269. Illinois 
Adah KO. 25. Iown 
EarnClaire No. 126, Wkconrin 
Rolls No. 176, Missouri 
Rolla No. 176, Missouri 
Anchor NO. 3, Kamar 
Twin Falls No. 29 Idaho 
n now head NO. 27b, htinnesota 
Zillah NO. 111 Washington 
Harmony No. 571 Oklahoma 
Corinthian No, l7b Washington 
Corinthian No. 172' Woshingmn 
Olis No. 146 ~innerota 
~ ~ t h ~ ~ ~  NO. i 4  wmhington 
Glenville NO. 165 Georgia 
Foley No. 142, ~ i s b a m a  
Unity h'o. 97. Color.do 
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The degrees were conferred on Californians in other jurisdic- 
tions 

R!, For 
Dskotn No. 65, Nebrsrkn Snnfn Cruz No. 273 
Dakota No. 65, Nebraska, , Santn Cruz No. 273 

:n Rebecca Parish No. 5, Ph~hgpincsCarita No. 115 
hlary Washington No. 50, Va. Taft No. 337 
h1.w Washington No. 50, VP. Taft NO. 337 
Palmr Cevi No. 243, Florida Suisun No. 2 
h-evadn No. 13, EL Cajon No. 429 
Cryptnmorea No. 4. lapam Tsft No. 337 
Aquidneck No. 7, Rhorlr b lnnd  Hacienda U. D. 

Trial Record: 
Record of the trial held in Fidelia Chapter No. 56 in the case 

of Sister - was sent to this office and papers were filed, 
as no appeal was taken in the time designated in the Constitution. 
New Chapbers: 

By authority of the Worthy Grand Patron, Dispensations were 
issued to Granada Hills, Star of Lakewood and Star of Palmdale 
Chapters and all three institutions were attended. 

Error in Reprint of Constitution: .... 
At the last session Section 194 (h) was amended and the change 

was omitted from the revrint. It read: 
(b)  Number of awards. The number of awards shall he twenty- 

five andlor an amount of money equal to twenty-five full scholar- 
ships for graduating High School students and eight additional 
awards and:or an amount of money equal to eight full awards for 
training in Christian education, Directorship or Ministry. Any 
change in the number of such awards and/or the amount of money 
to be so awarded, shall be determined by the Grand Chapter at  
its annual session. 

(The Scholarship Committee when granting the awards acted 
in accordance with this change.) 

Amendments to the Constitution: 
Amendments to the Constitution arc submitted for the reasons 

noted: 
The Uniform Code was amended in 1954 to cover appointment 

of an Auditing Committee, but corresponding amendment was 
not made in Section 412, which should read: 

Sec. 412. AUDITING COMMITTEE. The Worthy Matron, at  
her installation shall appoint an Auditing Committee, to consist 
of three members, whose duty it shall he to examine and pass 
upon all hills and claims against the Chapter before they are paid: 
to examine the books, vouchers and accounts of the Secretary and 
Treasurer, and make a report upon the financial condition and 
affairs of the Chapter at the close of each year, with such recom- 
mendations as it may deem to be for the benefit of the Chapter. 
(Adopted.) 

2. As all Chapters are now covered by the blanket liability 
policy of insurance, the last sentence in Sec. 2 of Art. I11 of the 
Uniform Code, and the last paragraph in Sec. 3, Art 111, reading 
"She shall, if required by the Chapter, execute a good and suf- 
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ficient bond to the Worthy Patron for the faithful performance of 
her duties!' should be eliminated. 
(Adopted.) 

3. :Sec. 375 was amended making it compulsory to have the 
annual installation of officers not l i ter  t h a n - ~ o v e i b e r  30th, but 
corresponding change was not made in  the section covering Special - .  
Dispensations, which should read: 

Sec. 590 (7) To hold the annual installation of officers at  a 
time after the 30th of November. 
(Adopted.) 

4. Concurrent jurisdiction was granted to all Chapters in San 
Diego, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Orange, Los Angeles and Sacra- 
mento Counties and to Alameda and Contra Costa Counties jointly, 
in 1953 and 1955, so correction should be made in Section 436 as 
follows: 

Sec. 436. TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION OF CHAPTERS. 
Each Chapter has jurisdiction over petitioners for initiation re- 
siding within the c i ty  or Town in  which it is located, or outside 
such city or town, but at a place nearer by air line, to some point 
of the municipal boundary thereof than to the nearest point of 
the municipal boundary of the city or town in which the next 
nearest Chapter is located, and so reside for a period of a t  least 
six months. Such jurisdiction ends when residence therein is term- 
inated. 

If only one Chapter is located in a city or town, such jurisdic- 
tion is exclusive; if more than one, it is concurrent: except that 
all Chapters located in the 'Counties of Los Angeles, Orange, San 
Diego, San Mateo, Santa Clara and Sacramento shall have con- 
current jurisdiction within the County, and Chapters located in  
Alameda and Contra Costa Counties shall have concurrent juris- 
diction over all applications for initiation within either of said 
Counties. 
(To be reported next year.) 

5. Our law provides for resignation but does not specify how - . . 
a member who has resigned may again become a member. It is 
therefore suggested that Section 440 be amended to cover. - - 

Sec. 440. APPLICATION BY PETITION. An application for 
membership in the Order from a person on whom the degrees have 
never been conferred, or who has previously resigned from the 
Order, or who is a former member of an extinct Chapter of an- 
other grand jurisdiction, and who is unable, after due diligence, 
to procure satisfactory evidence thereof, shall be by petition for 
initiation. In the latter case, the facts of membership, demission, 
extinction of Chapter, lack of evidence of demission and efforts 
to procure the same shall be stated in the petition. 

Applications by persons holding demits properly issued and in 
effect, as provided in Sections 510-517, or certificates of transfer 
of Like effect, or by persons holding certificates of good standing 
as provided in Section 503, or by persons holding certificates of 
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reinstatement, or restoration certificates as provided by Section 
539, shall be by petition for affiliation; and provided, further, 
that petitions for degrees of the Order at  sight shall be in  accord- 
ance with Section 602. Petitions for initiation and for affiliation 
shall be in such form, and shall provide for the furnishing of such 
information and data as the Grand Chapter shall, from time to 
time, require. 
(Adopted.) 

6. As Part VI of the Constitution provides that a demit shall 
not be issued if charges are pending, it is suggested that such pro- 
vision be taken out of section 519, making it read: 

Sec. 519. RESIGNATION FROM THE ORDER. Any member 
of a subordinate Chapter who is in good standing may at  any time 
resign; provided, however, that a resignation shall not be ac- 
cepted in the event that charges have been filed as described in 
Part VI of the Constitution and Laws of the Grand Chapter. No 
demit shall be issued in case of a resignation. 
(Adopted.) 

7. To simwlify the election of Officers. and to make the system 
in suhordinite-Chapters and Grand Chapter in accord, the fol- 
lowing amendment is offered to Section 365 (3): 

Sec. 365 (3). NOMINATIONS. Nominations shall be made 
for the following offices, to-wit: Associate 'Patron, Secretary. 
Treasurer and Associate Conductress. All nominations shall be 
written, each on one sheet of paper, and shall consist of the name - - 

of the office and of the nominee, the signature of two members 
of the Chapter making such nomination and a consent to same over 
the signature, or by telegram, cablegram or radiogram, of the 
nominee. Neither the absence of any of such wersons. nor any 
irregularity of form only, shall invalidate a nomination. The 
nomination shall he olaced on the Worthv Matron's dais at  ans  
time before the Chapter proceeds with the election to the office 
for which the nomination is made. Any member may vote for any 
cligiblc person for any office, whether nominated therefore or not. 

Before the ballot for each office is taken, the Worthy Matron 
shall announce the office and the name of each nominee, allowing 
each one to rise as his or her name is called. 
(Adopted as amended.) 

8. Several cases have come to the attention of this office regard- 
ing netitioners who were ohvsically handicapped to the extent that -. . . . . 
they were ineligible, or were mental cases, also cases where the 
Worthy Matron war advised that if the petition came to ballot it 
would not be accepted. In order to save a petitioner having to say 
he, or she, was rejected, the following is suggested: 

Sec. 449. OBJECTION TO RECEPTION;  WITHDRAWAL 
PROHIBITED AFTER ACTION. Objections to the reception of 
a petition may he made at  the time the petition is read and de- 
clared as received hy the Worthy Matron, or at  any time prior 
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thereto, by any member of the Chapter. 
The following objections may be made to the reception of a 

petition, namely: non-age, non-residence, lack of Masonic affilia- 
tion or Masonic relationship, or physical disability, including 
mental illness. 

If the Worthy Matron, in her discretion, sustains such objec- 
tion, the petition and all accompanying papers together with all 
moneys paid, shall be returned to the petitioner without prejudice 
to the presenting of a new or corrected petition. In the absence 
of objection, or if an objection made is overruled by the Worthy 
Matron, she shall declare the petition received. 

A petition may be withdrawn by the petitioner at  any time 
before it is balloted upon, in which case the fee paid and all papers 
should be returned to the petitioner. 
(Adopted.) 

Dual Membership: 
We have had so many inquiries as to which jurisdictions permit 

dual membership that early in the year I sent a circular letter to 
the Grand Secretaries as to their law. A few jurisdictions have 
nothing in the law regarding. The following States and Provinces 
pennit it: Alberta, British Columbia, Illinois, Massachusetts, Min- 
nesota, Montana, New Brunswick, New Hampshire, North Dakota, 
Nova Scotia, Ontario, Quebec. Saskatchewan. Utah, Vermont, 
Washi i ton A d  the Chapters under General  and chapter. 

The subject of dual membership as between jurisdictions will 
he a topic a t  the meeting of the Grand Secretaries at  the coming 
triennial assembly of Grand Chapter in Philadelphia next Sep- 
tember, and if I am privileged to attend I hope to "convert" some 
of the other jurisdictions to a broader outlook. I believe the only 
reason it is not vermitted is because other jurisdictions are not 
aware of its advantages and not aware of the attraction California 
has for members from all over the world who wish to live here, 
but retain membership in another State and also be privileged 
to belong to and be active members in a California Chapter. 

This is mr greeting lo a new day of the Session: 
"When the fingertips of morning touch the earth with soft caress 
I awake in startled wonder-time again to up and dress. 
Dress and to the session hasten for another frantic day 
Full of questions, fuss and f u m i n g s b u t  I love it, it's so gay" 

Closing: 
This report is presented in humility-with gratitude for your 

consideration and the h o ~ e  that I have been a worthy steward and 
deserving of your confidence. 

"The clock of life is wound by once, 
And no man has the power to tell 
Just when the clock will stop- 
At late or early hour. 
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Now is all the time you have, so 
Live, love and work with a will, 
For tomorrow the clock may be still." 

Maud McWilliams Smith 
Grand Secretary 

Referred Auditors Reports to Committee on Distribution. 

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS 

September 24, 1957 
Committee on Finance 
Grand Chapter of the State of California 

of the Order of the Eastern Star 
720 Flood Building 
San Francisco 2, California 

Mesdames and Sirs: 

We have examined the Balance Sheet of 

GRAND CHAPTER OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
O F  THE 

ORDER O F  TEE EASTERN STAR 

AS OF August 31, 1957, and the related Statement of Revenue and 
Expense for the year then ended. We also examined the balance 
sheets of the special funds of the Grand Chapter of the Order 
01 the Eastern Star as of August 31, 1957. Our examination was 
made in  accordance with generally accepted auditing standards, 
and accordingly included such tests of the accounting records 
and such other auditing procedures as we considered necessary 
in the circumstances. 

The financial statements of the Grand Chapter of the Order of 
the Eastern Star have been prepared for a number of years past 
on the cash basis of accounting modified to recognize certain ac- 
cruals, and the attached financial statements are prepared on the 
same basis. Under the cash basis of accounting, revenue and ex- 
penses are recorded upon the books of account and reflected in the 
financial statements when received and paid, respectively, without 
regard to the period to which they apply. The cash basis of ac- 
counting has been modified to reflect upon the Balance Sheet, pre- 
paid rent amounting to $742.50 and inventories amounting to $4,- 
109.42 in order that these items may be charged to the expense 
of the period to which i t  applies. 

The total revenue received by Grand Chapter during the fiscal 
year ended August 31, 1957, from dues, fees, and assessments 
upon the Chapters, and contributions from the members amounted 
to $181,689.23, as shown on Exhibit B. Included in such revenue 
are assessments for the Homes Maintenance Fund, the Benevolent 
Fund, the Representative Fund, and the Scholarship Fund, to- 
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gether with members' contributions for the Cancer Dressings 
Fund in the aggregate amount of $137,510.73. Dues and fees from 
Chapters for the support of Grand Chapter amounted to $44,178.50. 
This amount together with other income of $3,203.60 provided to- 
tal revenue of $47,382.10, as shown on Exhibit B. Expenses of 
Grand Chapter for the current fiscal year amounted to $56,558.51, 
leaving an excess of expenses over revenue for the year of 
$9,176.41, as compared with an excess of expenses over revenue of 
$1,279.97 for the year ended August 31, 1956. The increase of 
expense over revenue was due primarily to the loss from sale of 
supplies and from increased office salaries to the clerks in the 
Grand Secretary's office. The loss from sale of supplies resulted 
primarily from the cost of rituals charged to supplies and given 
to the Chapters. 

The assessment received from Chapters during the current year 
for the Home Maintenance Fund in the amount of $80,478.15 has 
been paid to the Eastern Star Homes of California. The assess- 
ments received from Chapters during the current year for the 
Benevolent Fund of $16,062.50, for the Representative Fund of 
$16,062.50, and for the Scholarship Fund of $8,031.25 have been 
transferred to those funds of Grand Chapter. Contributions for the 
Cancer Dressings Fund in the amount of $16,876.33 less expenses 
of the Fund of $4,632.13, left a balance of $12,244.20 which is 
being held in the General Fund, as shown on Exhibit A. 

General Fund cash on hand and on deposit at  August 31, 1957, 
as shown by Exhibit A, amounted to $19,164.78. Included in this 
cash is $12,244.20 being held for the Cancer Dressings Fund. 

f i rni ture  and fixtures were increased by a minor adjustment 
of a prior year purchase making the total asset a t  the end of the 
year $4,671.19, as shown on the attached Balance Sheet. Deprecia- 
tion, at  the same rate as in previous years, was provided and 
charged to Grand Chapter expense. 

The liability shown on the attached Balance Sheet of $313.55, 
representing amounts withheld from employees for social security 
and income taxes does not include the employer's liability for so- 
cial security taxes. This liability will he taken into account when 
paid. 

During the year ended August 31, 1957, Grand Chapter collected 
insurance premiums in the amount of $27,024.59 from subordinate 
Chapters. These premiums cover comprehensive public liability 
insurance, medical payment insurance for accidental injuries on 
business premises, fidelity bonds, and workmen's compensation 
insurance. These premiums were remitted to the insurance broker 
vrior to August 31. 1957. and accordin~ly the collection of the -.  
premiums and their remittance to the broker is not reflected in 
the attached financial statements. 

Special funds of Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star amounts to a total of $306,321.57 a t  August 31, 1957, as 
shown on Exhibit A. This represents a net increase during the 
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year of $29,704.39. This increase was due primarily to the increase 
in the J. Clifford Lee Memorial Cancer Fund and the inclusion of 
the Cancer Dressings Fund. A description of each of the funds 
together with a balance sheet is shown on Exhibits C to H, in- 
clusive. 

No unpaid liabilities of Grand Chapter at  August 31, 1957, other 
than those shown on the attached Balance Sheet, came to our at- 
tention during the course of our examination excepting accrued 
current operating expenses of a nominal amount. 

In  our opinion, subject to the foregoing comments, the accom- 
panying Balance Sheet, Exhibit A, and the related Statement of 
Revenue and Expense, Exhibit B, together with the Balance 
Sheets of the Special Funds, present fairly, on a modified cash 
basis of accounting, the financial position of Grand Chapter of 
the State of California of the Order of the Eastern Star at  August 
31, 1957, and the results of its operations for the year then ended 
in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles ap- 
plied on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year. 

We attach the following for your information: 

EXHIBIT A BALANCE SHEET August 31, 1957 
EXHIBIT B STATEMENT OF REVENUE Year Ended 

AND EXPENSE August 31, 1957 
SCHEDULE 1 STATEMENT OF 1956 

ANNUAL REPORTS August 31, 1957 
SCHEDULE 2 STATEMENT OF 1956 SESSION Year Ended 

AT SAN FRANCISCO August 31, 1957 
SCHEDULE 3 STATEMEA'T OF LOSS FROM Year Ended 

SALE OF SUPPLIES August 31, 1957 
SCHEDULE 4 COMPARATIVE STATEMENT Years Ended 

OF GRAND CHAPTER August 31, 1957 
EXPENSE and 1956 

EXHIBIT C BALANCE SHEET- 
BENEVOLENT FUND August 31, 1957 

EXHIBIT D BALANCE SHEET- 
J. CLIFFORD LEE 
MEMORIAL CANCER FUIYD August 31. 1957 - 

EXHIBIT E BALANCE SHEET- 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND August 31, 1957 

EXHIBIT F BALANCE SHEET- 
REPRESENTATIVE FUND August 31, 1957 

EXHIBIT G PRINCIPAL OF FU- 
SPECIAL 10c 
PER CAPITA FUND August 31, 1957 

EXHIBIT H BALANCE SHEET- 
CANCER DRESSINGS FUND August 31, 1957 

Respectfully submitted, 
SKINNER & HAMMOND 

Certified Public Accountants 
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EXHIBIT A 

GRAND CHAPTER OF CALlFORNlA 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 

ASSETS 

GENERAL FUNDS 

Cash on hand ..................................... $ 35.00 
Cash in Crocker-Anglo 

National Bank: 
Commercial account ...... $ 2,496.30 

............ Savings account 16,633.48 19,129.78 
.~ 

$ 19,164.78 
Less: Cash held for the 

.......... Cancer Dressings Fund 12,244.20 $ 6,920.58 

Prepaid rent ............................................ 742.50 
Inventory of supplies for resale .......... 4,109.42 
Stock in Eastern Star Hall Association, 

Sacramento, 1000 shares 
(at nominal value) .......................... 1.00 

Furniture and fixtures (at cost) .~~~. .  $ 4,671.19 
Less: Accrued depreciation 1,101.72 3,569.47 -. 

Total Assets-General Fund.. $ 15,342.97 

SPECIAL FUNDS 

Cash, receivables, and securities-Net 
as detailed on Exhibit C to H, inclu- 

sive ...................................................... 306,321.57 
TOTAL .................................. .... $321,664.54 

LIABILITIES 

Social security and income taxes with- 
held from employees ......................... $ 313.55 

CAPITAL 
Balance, August 31, 1956 .................. $ 24,205.83 

Less: Excess of expenses over 
revenue-Exhibit B ....................... 9,176.41 

Balance, August 31, 1957 ........................ 15,029.42 -- 
Total Liabilities and Capital- 

General Fund ....................... $ 15,342.97 
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SPECIAL FUNDS 

Benevolent Fund-Exhibit C ................ $177,476.09 
J. Clifford Lee Memorial 

Cancer Fund-Exhibit D ................ 104,343.18 
Scholarship Fund-Exhibit E ............. 6,667.56 

........ Representative Fund-Exhibit F 5.589.94 
Special 1 0 ~  Per Capita Fund-Exhibit G 
Cancer Dressings Fund-Exhibit H...... 12,244.20 306,321.51 

TOTAL .......................................................... $321,664.54 

EXHIBIT B 
GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE YEAR ENDED 
AND EXPENSE AUGUST 31, 1957 

REVENUE: 
Dues, fees, and assessments received 

............ from Chapters-Schedule 1 $164,812.90 
Contributions for Cancer 

.................................... Dressings Fund 16,876.33 $181,689.23 

Less: Transfers of assessments for special 
purposes to special funds: 

Home Maintenance Fund $ 80,478.15 
.................. Benevolent Fund 16,062.50 

.......... Representative Fund 16,062.50 
............... Scholarship Fund 8,031.25 

Contributions for Cancer 
........................ Dressings Fund 16,876.33 131,510.73 

Total Grand Chapter Fees and 
Dues ....................... ... .......... $ 44,178.50 

Special dispensation ................................ 790.00 
238.00 
150.00 

1,032.00 
653.38 
340.22 -- 

Total Revenue .......................... $ 47,382.10 
EXPENSE: 

.................. Grand Chapter-Schedule 4 $ 53,684.18 
1956 Session-Excess of expense 

over revenue-Schedule 2 ............ 318.59 
Sale of suppli - 

Schedule 3 2,555.74 56,558.51 -- - 
EXCESS OF EXPENSE OVER 

........................ REVENUE-Exhibit A $ 9,176.41 
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EXHIBIT C 
GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 

O m E R  OF THE EASTERN STAR 
BENEVOLENT FUND 

This Fund is established by the Constitution and Laws to provide 
for the relief of indigent and distressed members and to assist 
Chapters in matters of relief by assessment of 10c per member 
or such other sums as are specifically prescribed by Grand 
Chapter. 

BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 
ASSETS 

Cash in savings accounts with Crocker- 
Anglo National Bank ...................... .... $ 67,192.74 

Notes receivable 1,610.85 
Investments (at  book value) 

$110,000 U.S. Savings Bonds, Series K, 

110,000.00 

TOTAL ASSETS .............. $178,803.59 

LIABILITIES AND PRINCIPAL OF FUND 

Liability to Venus Kemper for assets assigned the 
Fund subject to the payment to her of $45.00 per 
month $ 1,327.50 

Principal balance, August 31, 1956 ....... $169,822.85 
Add: 1956 Grand 

Chapter assessment ............ $16,062.50 
Reimbursements from 

Chapters for assistance 
to members ...................... 1,105.59 

Proceeds from old age 
survivor insurance ........ 153.90 

Bank interest ..................... 1,059.73 
Bond interest ...................... 3,348.50 
Memorial donation .......... 5.00 

$21,735.22 

Less: Assistance to 
members .......................... $13,549.32 

Committee expense ............ 532.66 

$14,081.98 7,653.24 - 
Principal balance, August 31, 1957 .... 177,476.09 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 
PRINCIPAL OF FUND .......... $178,803.59 
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EXHIBIT D 
GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

J. CLIFFORD LEE MEMORIAL CANCER FUND 

This Fund i s  established by  the Constitution and Laws to provide 
funds by  voluntary contributions to aid members and their im- 
mediate families who are  cancer patients and i n  need of financial 
assistance. 

BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 
ASSETS 

CASH IN SAVINGS ACCOUNTS: 
Oakland Bank of Commerce .................. $18,840.88 
The Bank of California N.A. ................ 24,191.47 
American Trust Company ...................... 30,890.71 
Pacific National Bank of 

San  Francisco ..................................... 30,420.72 

$104,343.78 

PRINCIPAL O F  FUND 

BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1956 ................ $ 91,133.68 
Add:  Contributions $60,155.93 

Bank interest ................................ 2,567.57 

$62.723.50 

Less: Hospital care . $22,926.96 
Doctors and nurses ...................... 24,933.86 
Funeral expense .......................... 200.00 
Medicine 1,252.58 

...................... Committee expense 200.00 
$49,513.40 13,210.10 

.................. BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1957 $104,343.78 



94 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 

EXHIBIT E 
GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 

ORDEROFTHEEASTERNSTAR 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

This Fund is established by the Constitution and Laws to provide 
scholarship awards to needy worthy students by an assessment 
of 5d per member. 

BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 

ASSETS 

CASH IN SAVINGS ACCOUNT WITH 
THE HIBERNIA BANK ................................ $6,667.56 

PRINCIPAL OF FUND 
BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1956 ........................ 1,018.82 

Add: 1956 Grand Chapter assessment $8,031.25 
Bank interest ....................................... 236.74 
Contributions ........................................ 3.00 

$8,270.99 

Less: Scholarship awards $8,475.00 
Committee expense ............................ 147.25 

$8,622.25 

Decrease ...................................... 351.26 

BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1957 .......................................... $6,667.56 

EXHIBIT F 
REPRESENTATIVE FUND 

This Fund is established by the Constitution and Laws for the 
payment of mileage to the annual session of Grand Chapter in 
such sums are specifically prescribed. 

BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 
ASSETS 

CASH IN SAVINGS ACCOUNT WITH 
CROCKER-ANGLO NATIONAL BANK $5,589.94 

PRINCIPAL OF FUND 
BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1956 ...................... $4.374.03 

Add: 1956 Grand Chapter assessment $16,062.50 
Bank interest ...................................... 118.05 

$16,180.55 
Less: Mileage paid to 1956 session . 14,964.64 1,215.91 

BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1957 ...................... $5,589.94 
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EXHIBIT G 
GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

SPECIAL 10$ PER CAPITA FUND 
This Fund was established at  the 1953 Session by a one-time 
special assessment on subordinate Chapters of 10@ per member 
for the purpose of purchasing new rituals, instruction books, and 
constitution and laws. 

PRINCIPAL OF FUND 

Balance, August 31, 1956 $4,268.40 
Less: Purchase of constit 

Balance, August 31, 1957 None 

Note: The amount of $4,268.40 represents the balance of the 
special fund and was applied to a total of $4,698.20 paid far 
the purchase of constitution and laws. The balance of $429.80 
was charged to cost of supplies. 

EXHIBIT H 
GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 

ORDEROFTHEEASTERNSTAR 

CANCER DRESSINGS FUND 

This Fund was established by voluntary contributions of members 
for use in purchasing Cancer Dressings. 

BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 
ASSETS 

Amount due from General Fund $12,244.20 

PRINCIPAL OF FUND 
Contributions $16,876.33 
Less: Purchas 

$12,244.20 

BUDGET FOR BENEVOLENT FUND - 1957-1958 

RECEIPTS: 
Reimbursement from Chapters ...................................... $ 1,000.00 
Interest 4,600.00 

Total anticipated revenue ................................ $ 5,600.00 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
Assistance to Members .............................................. $18,000.00 
Committee Expense ........................................................ 500.00 

$18,500.00 

........... To be withdrawn from monies in the fund $12,900.00 
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SCHEDULE 1 
GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

STATEMENT OF 1956 ANNUAL REPORTS 
GRAND CHAPTER FEES AND DUES: 

Members, August 31, 1956 .......................... . . ~  ..... 162,958 
Less: Life members, members in  Home, 

and members whose dues 
were remitted ......................................... 2,333 

AUGUST 31. 1957 

Members subject to dues ............ ~ ......................... 160,625 @ $25 ea. $ 40,156.25 
Less: Members in Chapters instituted 

in last half of year ..................... .... ...... 142 @ $.12% ea. 17.15 

Total Dues ....................... ~ ................. ... $ 40.138.50 

Initiates .... 
Less: Allowance of 20 initiates of 

newly instituted Chapters ................. ~ ~ . .  

Affiliates .. ...~ ................................................................ 

Total Admission Fees ..................... 

Total Fees and Due-Exhibit B .... 

GRAND CHAPTER FUND ASSESSMENTS: 

Home Maintenance Fund 
Members subject to assessment . . . .  ................ 
Back assessment of reinstated members .......... 

6,155 @ $50 ea. $ 3,077.50 

160 @ $.50ea. 80.00 

$ 2,997.50 
2,085 @ $50 ea. - 1,042.50 

$ 4,040.00 

$ 44,178.50 

Benevolent Fund 
Members subject to assessment ....... ~~ .............. 

Representative Fund 
Members subject to assessment ........................ 

Scholarship Fund 
Members subject to assessment ............................ 

Total Assessments .. 

$ 80,478.15 

160,625 @ $20 ea. $ 16,062.50 

160,625 @ $.lo ea. 16,062.50 

160,625 @ $.05 ea. 8,031.25 

$120.634.40 

TOTAL DUES, FEES AND 
ASSESSMENTS-Exhibit B 
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SCHEDULE 2 
GRAND CUAPTER OF CALIFORSIA 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

STATEMENT OF 1956 SESSION 
AT SAN FRANCISCO YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 1957 
REVENUE: 
Registration fees ..................................... $ 8,284.00 

Rental charged exhibitors . . . . . . . . . . . .  5,362.00 
Received from hotels for 

reservation lists ................................ 1,660.00 $15,306.00 
-- 

EXPENSE: 
Activities committee ......................... 5 389.84 
Courtesies to dignitaries ....................... 626.52 
Decorations and installation ................. 1,849.50 
Flowers and favors ................................ 306.44 
Furniture 1,036.90 
Grand Secretary's expense ................ 107.05 
Guard ................................................... 109.20 
Housing committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  245.54 
Lighting equipment ......................... 773.50 
Music 765.00 
Printing proposed amendments ............ 189.92 
Printing galley proofs of 

Constitution and Laws ....................... 1,175.24 
Printing programs ............................ 2,033.57 
Printing auditors report .......................... 435.76 
Public address system .................... 418.00 

....................... Rental of auditorium 3,927.50 
Sundry (numerous items each 

................................ less than $100.00) 1,235.11 15,624.59 
~~ ~- 

EXCESS OF EXPENSES OVER 
REVENUGExhibit B $ 318.59 

SCHEDULE 3 
GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

STATEMENT OF LOSS FROM 
SALE OF SUPPLIES YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31,1957 

SALE OF SUPPLIES ........................................... $ 21,537.13 

COST OF SUPPLIES SOLD: 
Beginning inventory .............................. $ 3,396.61 
Purchases .................................... 22,438.92 

$25,835.53 



98 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND CHAPTER 

Less: Ending inventory .................... 4,109.42 

Total .................................... $ 21,726.11 
EXPENSE: 

Rent, allocated amount .......................... $ 1,320.00 
Postage and mailing, allocated amount 607.34 

.................................. Consumer's use tax 439.42 

Total Cost of Supplies 
Sold and Expense ........ 24,092.87 

NET LOSS FROM SALE OF 
SUPPLIES--Exhibit B ...................... $ 2,555.74 

SCHEDULE 4 

GRAND CHAPTER OF CALIFORNIA 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF 
GRAND CHAPTER EXPENSE 

SALARIES: 
Grand Secretary 

Office salaries .......................................... 

Years Ended 
August 31, 1957 and 1956 

Years Ended 
August 31, August 31, 

1957 1956 
. $ 6,000.00 $ 6,000.00 

ALLOWANCES: 
Worthy Grand Matron ............................ 
Worthy Grand Patron ............................ 

Associate Grand Matron .................... 
Deputy Grand Matrons- 

Official visits ........................................ 
Schools of instruction ......................... 

Standing committees ................................ 
Grand Secretary Emeritus ...................... 

PRINTING, BINDING, STATIONERY 
AND POSTAGE: 
Proceedings ............................................... 
Office and committee ............................ 
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GRAND SECRETARY'S 
OFFICE EXPENSE: 
Rent ..................................................... 5 3,202.50 
Office supplies and expense ................ 699.34 
Telephone and telegraph ........................ 633.45 
Taxes and insurances .............................. 203.06 
Payroll taxes .................................. 414.30 

5 5,152.65 

OTHERGRANDCHAPTEREXPENSE 
Jewel- 

Worthy Grand Matron ...................... $ 250.00 
Worthy Grand Patron ........................ 150.00 

500.00 

Grand Organist .................................... 100.00 
........................ ..... Grand Sentinel ... 25.00 

Stenographer ....................................... 557.31 
Parliamentarian .................................... 50.00 

Flowers-funerals and sick .................... 47.64 
Expense in connection with 

new Chapters ....................................... 1,166.20 
326.98 

72.58 

5 3,245.71 

APPROPRIATIONS: 
Fifty Year pins $ 2,235.20 

TOTALGRANDCHAPTER 
EXPENSE-Exhibit B.. $53.684.18 

September 30, 1957 
Board of Trustees 
Eastern Star Homes of California 
720 Flood Building 
San Francisco 2, California 
Mesdames and Sirs: 

We have examined the Balance Sheet of 

EASTERN STAR HOMES OF CALIFORNIA 
(A California Non-Profit Corporation) 

as of August 31, 1957, and the related Statement of Revenue and 
Expense for the year then ended. We also examined the balance 
Sheets of the Special Funds of Eastern Star Homes of California 
as of August 31, 1957, and the related Statement of Revenue of 
the Endowment Fund for the period then ended. Our examination 
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was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing stan- 
dards, and accordingly included such tests of the accounting rec- 
ords and such other auditing procedures as we considered neces- 
sary in the circumstances. 

The financial statements of Eastern Star Homes of California 
have been prepared for a number of years past on the cash basis 
of accounting. modified to recognize certain accruals, and the at- 
tached financial statements are likewise prepared on the same 
basis. Under the cash basis of accounting, revenue and expenses 
are recorded on the books of account and reflected in the finan- 
cial statements when received and paid resvectivelv. without re- . . 
gard to the period to which they apply. The cash basis of ac- 
counting has been modified to reflect upon the Balance Sheet 
prepaid insurance and inventories in order that these items may 
be charged to the periods to which they apply. 

The total revenue received by Eastern Star Homes during the 
fiscal year ended August 31, 1957, amounted to $119,095.88, as 
shown on Exhibit B. Expenses of Eastern Star Homes requiring 
disbursements of cash funds amounted to $107,197.12, leaving an 
excess of revenue over expenses before depreciation of $11,898.76. 
Depreciation on the automobile amounted to $625.86. The excess 
of all revenue over expenses amounted to $11,272.90 for the cur- 
rent year as compared with excess of expenses over revenue of 
$4,392.43 for the preceding year. One of the principal factors con- 
tributing to this difference was the elimination of depreciation 
on buildings, furniture, and fixtures which amounted to $10,913.07 
during the preceding year. The elimination of this depreciation 
charge is in conformity with the policy adopted during the year 
by the Trustees. 

The General Fund cash on hand and on deposit in banks at  
August 31, 1957, amounting to $22,238.41, as shown by Exhibit A, 
includes cash in the amount of $2,325.07 held for the Funeral and 
Infirmary Funds. 

The land on which the home of Eastern Star Homes of Cali- 
fornia is erected consists of approximately 6% acres of land, 
located on Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. While we 
did not examine the deed, we did see the agreement conveying 
the land to the Homes in March 1930. This agreement provides 
that Eastern Star Homes of California will operate and maintain 
an Eastern Star home on this property or within a radius af fifty 
miles. The agreement also provides that if this property is sold 
the proceeds shall be expended for land and buildings for an East- 
ern Star home within a radius of fifty miles. During tbe current 
period the Trustees of Eastern Star Homes of California estab- 
lished a stated value on this land of $150,000.00 to which has 
been added a current street improvement assessment of $3,535.60. 
The total amount of $153.535.60 has been taken into account on 
the accompanying Balance Sheet during the current year. 
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We were unable to verify the original cost or value at  the time 
acquired of the Home buildings and furniture and fixtures, owned 
prior to September 1, 1955. These assets are stated therefore on 
the attached Balance Sheet at  the value at  which they were re- 
corded upon the books together with cost of additions during the 
fiscal year ended August 31, 1956. There were no additions during 
the fiscal year ended August 31, 1957. 

Depreciation on the Home building and furniture and fixtures 
has been taken into account in previous years, but during the 
current fiscal year the Trustees directed that no additional de- 
preciation would be taken on these assets. In  accordance with 
the Trustees' action, depreciation of the automobile was contin- 
ued. 

The liability shown on the attached Balance Sheet of $727.40, 
reoresentine amounts withheld from emolovees for social securitv - . . 
and income tax, does not include the employer's liability for so- 
cial security taxes. This latter liability will be taken into account 
when paid. 

The Endowment and other Special Funds of Eastern Star 
Homes of California aggregated $515,737.26, at  August 31, 1957, 
an increase of $116,978.31 from the total amount of these Funds 
at  the end of the preceding fiscal year. This increase is due pri- 
marily to the prepaid assessment of $1.00 per member of the sub- 
ordinate chapters of Grand Chapter of California of the Order of 
the Eastern Star as shown on Exhibit E. A description of each 
Fund together with a Balance Sheet as at August 31, 1957, re- 
flecting the increases and decreases in the principal amount of 
each Fund during the fiscal year then ended, is shown on Exhibits 
C, E, F,  and G, respectively. The cost of construction to August 31, 
1957 of the Infirmary of the Eastern Star Home amounted to 
$102,670.28. On completion of the Infirmary the total cost will be 
transferred to the General Fund. 

The investments in bonds and stocks of the Endowment Fund 
are shown on Schedule 1, following Exhibit C .  In order to prop- 
erly reflect the income of the Endowment Fund and the Building 
Fund for the fiscal year ended August 31, 1957, the increase dur- 
ing the year in the redemption value of U.S. Savings, Series F,  
Bonds and the amortization applicable to the year then ended of 
the discount at  which the U.S. Treasury Bonds were purchased, 
was taken into the income of the Funds. 

No unpaid liabilities of Eastern Star Homes at  August 31, 1957, 
other than those shown on the attached Balance Sheets, came to 
our attention during the course of our examination, excepting 
current operating expenses of a nominal amount. 

In our opinion, subject to the foregoing comments, the accom- 
panying Balance Sheet marked "Exhibit A" and the related 
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Statement of Revenue and Expense, marked "Exhibit B", to- 
gether with the Balance Sheets of the Special Funds and the re- 
lated Statement of Revenue of the Endowment Fund, present 
fairly, on a modified cash basis of accounting, the financial posi- 
tion of Eastern Star Homes of California a t  August 31, 1957, and 
the results of its operations for the year then ended in conformity 
with generally accepted accounting principles applied on a basis 
consistent with that of the preceding year except for the estab- 
lishment of a valuation for the land and changes in the deprecia- 
tion policy by the Trustees. 

We attach the following for your information: 

EXHIBIT A BALANCE SHEET August 31, 1957 

EXHIBIT B COMPARATIVE STATEMENT 
OF REVENUE AND Years Ended 
EXPENSE August 31, 1957 and 1956 

EXHIBIT C BALANCE SHEET- 
ENDOWMENT FUND August 31, 1957 

SCHEDULE 1 ENDOWMENT FUND 
INVESTMENTS August 31, 1951 

EXHIBIT D STATEMENT OF REVENUE - Year Ended 
ENDOWMENT FUND August 31, 1957 

EXHIBIT E BALANCE SHEET- 
BUILDING FUND August 31, 1957 

EXHIBIT F BALANCE SHEET- 
FUNERALFUND August 31, 1957 

EXHIBIT G BALANCE SHEET- 
INFIRMARY FUND August 31, 1957 

Respectfully submitted, 

SKINNER & HAMMOND 
Certified Public AccountantP 
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EASTERN STAR HOMES OF CALIFORNIA EXHIBlT A 
BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31. 1957 
ASSETS 
GENERAL FUND 

Cash on hand and in banks: 
Commercial account: 

The Farmers and Merchants National Bank 
of Los Angeles $ 17,829.29 

Savings accounts: 
Wells Fargo Bank $ 326.02 

.................... Crocker-Anglo Na 3,783.10 4,109.12 

Petty cash 300.00 
22,238.41 

Less: Cash held for Special Funds: 
Funeral Fund ...................................... $ 825.00 
Infirmary Fund .................................. 1,500.07 2,325.07 

Prepaid insurance 
Inventory of provi 
Property of Eastern Star 

Book Valalue Depreciation Book Va2ue 
Land 153,535.60 $153,535.60 
Buildings ..................................... 373,398.65 $163,029.79 210,368.86 

.............. Furniture and fixtures 48,556.49 23,491.92 25,064.57 
Automobile .................................. .. 3,129.29 990.91 2,138.38 

$578,620.03 $187,512.62 
Cemetery lots 

......... Total Assets - General Fund 
SPECIAL FUNDS 

Cash, securities, and other assets, as detailed 
on Exhibits C to G, inclusive .......................... 

TOTAL .................................... 

LIABILITIES 
Social security and income taxes 

withheld from employees ....................................................... $ 727.40 
CAPlTAL 

Balance, August 31, 1956 ............................................................ $257,549.41 
.......................................... Add: Value assigned to land 150,000.00 

................................ Excess of revenue over expense 11,272.90 
Balance, August 31, 1957 ....................................................... 418,822.31 

Total Liabilities and Capital-General Fund ........ $419,549.71 
SPECIAL FUNDS 

Endowment Fund-Exhibit C ... 
Building Fund-Exhibit E ....................................................... 210,463.59 
Funeral Fund-Exhibit F ................ . 1.282.57 
Infirmary Fund-Exhibit G .............. 1,500.07 

515,737.26 

TOTAL ........................................................................ $935,286.97 
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EXHIBIT B 
EASTERN STAR HOMES OF CALIFORNIA 

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF Years Ended 
REVENUEANDEXPENSE August 31, 1957, and 1956 

Year Ended Year Ended 
August 31, August 31, 

REVENUE 1957 1956 
Grand Chapter Home Maintenance 

Fund assessments ......................... $ 80,478.15 $ 79,450.30 
Contributions by residents 

after admission ................................. 17,730.89 14,565.46 
Endowment Fund income-- 

8,675.77 8,200.68 
11,174.77 3,096.03 

Bank Interest 1,006.25 455.02 
Sundry .................................................. 30.05 215.00 

$119,095.88 $105,982.49 -- 
EXPENSE: 

$ 19,269.33 $ 18,596.00 
39,818.26 39.345.16 

11,362.27 10,464.97 
Laundry and dry cleaning .................. 1,090.61 943.04 

55.19 76.47 
Monthly allowance 2,970.00 2,878.00 

1,215.29 890.36 
Christmas a1 ....................... 565.91 566.89 

Maintenance: 
Housekeeping ................................ 2.304.23 2,708.55 
Garden supplies ................................ 274.97 308.41 
Repairs and replacements . . . . . . . . . .  6,141.87 3,807.75 
Heat, power, light, and water . . 5,339.99 5,739.85 

General and 
Insurance 7,531.85 4.809.17 
Real estate axes, 

principally flood control ............. 1,603.98 1,444.30 
Payroll taxes .................................. 1,871.33 1,474.61 
Funerals ~~~ 1,931.69 1,817.70 
Trustees' . . 1,482.67 1,459.18 
Automobile ............................. 350.62 375.06 
Office supplies ................................. 310.34 584.96 
Telephone and telegraph . . . . . . . .  654.78 630.87 

350.00 
239.19 
462.75 166.50 

Total Expense Except Depreciation 5107,197.12 $ 99,096.80 
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- - 

Excess of Revenue Over Expense 
Before Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 11,898.76 $ 6,885.69 

-- 

Depreciation: 
Buildings ..................................... $ $ 7,514.05 
Furniture and fixtures . . ~ ~  ~ 3,399.02 
Automobile ............................................ 625.86 

~ -- 
365.05 

Total Depreciation ............... S 625.86 $ 11,278.12 

Excess or (Deficit) of 
Revenue Over Expense $ 11,272 90 $ (4,392.43) 

- -- 
EXHIBIT C 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
This Fund was established by The Board of Trustees under au- 
thorization by Grand Chapter to be continued and maintained 
by such means and with such money and property as Grand 
Chapter may authorize or provide. 
BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 

ASSETS 
Cash in savings accounts: 

First Western Bank and Trust Company $ 49,899.22 
Wells Fargo Bank ............................. 44,776.47 $ 94,675.69 

Cash in deposit accounts with savings and 
loan associations: 

Home Savings and Loan Association $ 3,000.00 
Redlands Federal Savings & 

Loan Association ............................. 323.26 3,323.26 
Savings account certificates with First Federal 

Savings and Loan Association of Hollywood .......... 6,800.00 
Notes receivable secured by first deed of trust . 4,234.20 
Investments (at book value) Schedule 1: 

Bonds (market value $170,195.76) . $180,606.91 
........ Stocks (market value $16,364.07) 12,217.97 

Total Investments 
(market value $186,559.83) 192,824.88 

Miscellaneous assets (at  hook value): 
Life insurance, burial plots, real estate, 

and trust accounts ~ ~ . . . . . .  633.00 

TOTAL ..................................... $302,491.03 -- - -- 
PRINCIPAL OF FUND 

BALANCE. AUGUST 31. 1956 $293,749 02 
Add: Assets assigned by residents of 

Home on admission and proceeds 
from sale of assets ................ $ 4,793.81 
Donations for memorials ~~ ~ .. ~ 3,783.20 
Donations by Chapters .~~ ~ ~ ~ 165.00 8,742.01 

BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1957 ~ ~~ ~~~ ~ 
$302.491.03 
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EXHIBIT E 
EASTERN STAR HOMES OF CALIFORNIA 

BUILDING FUND 

This Fund was established by the Board of Trustees for the purpose of 
holding assets reserved for building purposes. 

BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 
ASSETS 

Cash in commercial account with Crocker-Anglo National Bank $ 18,457.91 
.... Cash in savings account with Bank of America N.T. & S.A. 191.84 

Investments (at  book value): 
$20,000 U.S. Savings Bonds, Series F, 1951 ........ $ 19,600.00 
50,000 U.S. Savings Bonds, 

Series K, 2.76,' 1966 ........................................ 50,000.00 
20,000 U.S. Treasury Bonds, 2M%, 1966-71 .. 19,543.56 -- 

Total Investments 
(market value $85,512.50) ................ 89,143.56 

Cost oi construction in progress (see Note 1) .~~~ 102,670.28 

TOTAL ASSETS ...................... $210,463.59 

PRINCIPAL OF FUND 

BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1956 ............................... $103,166.90 
Add: Income during year: 

Prepayments of Infirmary 
assessments (see Note 2 )  $115,294.55 
Bond interest 2,681.44 
Bank interest 3.76 

238.89 

$118,218.64 
Less: Charges during year: 

Painting interior of Home .................... 10,921.95 107,296.69 

BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1957 $210,463.59 

Note 1: The total contract price of the Infirmary under construction, in- 
cluding contract additions to August 31, 1957, amounts to 
$201,266.34 of which $91,192.61 was paid. The architect has 
been paid $9,800.00 on his fee to be determined by a percentage 
of the total cost of the building. Other payments totaling $1,667.67 
have been made far insurance, permits, and sundry costs. 

Note 2: The 1956 Session of Grand Chapter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star voted an assessment of $1.00 for each member on the roll 
a t  the close of the fiscal year August 31, 1957 for the purpose 
of building the Infirmary. At  the request of Grand Chapter this 
assessment was prepaid as  collected from the members. At 
August 31, 1957, the amount of $115.294.55 of a total approxi- 
mately $160,000.00 had been collected. 
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EXHIBIT D 
EASTERN STAR HOMES OF CALIFORNIA 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

STATEMENT OF REVENUE YEAR ENDED AUGUST 31, 1957 
Bond interest $ 5,155.26 
Stock dividends 1,065.18 
Bank interest 1,820.04 

........................ 392.00 
Notes receiva 268.86 

94.48 

Total Revenue $ 8,795.82 
Less: Premiums paid on insurance 

policies held by Fund ....................... 120.05 

REVENUE TRANSFERRED TO 
GENERAL FUND ....................... .. ...... $ 8,675.77 

EXHIBIT F 
FUNERAL FUND 

This Fund was established to provide far the funerals of certain 
residents of the Home, and includes burial insurance policies re- 
ceived from certain residents of the Home to provide for their 
own funerals. 
BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 

ASSETS 
Cash held in General Fund $ 825.00 
Burial insurance policies (at ................... 457.57 

$ 1,282.57 

PRINCIPAL OF FUND 
BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1956 $ 1,257.57 

Add: Cash received from resident $ 225.00 
Less: Payment for funeral of resident 200.00 25.00 

........................ BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1957 $ 1,282.57 

EXHIBIT G 
INFIRMARY FU'ND 

This Fund was established by voluntary contributions of members 
for use in the infirmary. 
BALANCE SHEET AUGUST 31, 1957 

ASSETS 
Cash held in General Fund ...................... $ 1,500.07 

PRINCIPAL OF FUND 
BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1956 ............ $ 585.40 
Add: Donations received . . ~ .  . $ 1,414.67 
Less: Deposit an account for purchase 

of furnishings ................... 500.00 914.67 

BALANCE, AUGUST 31, 1957 ............... $ 1,500.07 
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SCHEDULE 1 

EASTERN STAR HOMES OF CALIFORNIA 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
INVESTMENTS AUGUSI 31, 1957 

Face Value BONDS Book Value 

$ 100.00 Detroit Edison Co., 3Y4%, 1969-56 ............ $ 100.00 
200.00 Detroit Edison Co., 33/4%, 1911-58 . .~~~ 202.41 

14,200.00 U.S. Savings Bonds, Series F .................... 13,920.00 
25,000.00 U.S. Savings Bonds Series G, 2%%, 1958 25,000.00 
20,000.00 U.S. Savings Bonds, Series K, 2.16%, 1966 20,000.00 
30,000.00 U.S. Treasury Bonds, 23/4%, 1961 ........... 29,363.29 
34,000.00 U.S. Treasury Bonds, 2% %, 1962-67 ........ 33,732.27 
15,000.00 U.S. Treasury Bonds, Z1%%, 1965-10 ........ 14,340.62 
10,000.00 U.S. Treasury Bonds, 2%%, 1966-71 ........ 9,711.78 
35,000.00 U.S. Treasury Bonds, 2%%, 1961-72 . 34.166.54 

Total Bonds .......................... $180,606.91 
- 

STOCKS 
SHARES 

30 Detroit Edison Company, capital ............ $ 695.65 
24 First National Insurance Company 

of Phoenix, Arizona, capital ........................ 4.00 
25 International Packers, Ltd., common ............ 325.00 
44 Investors Income Research 

Corporation, capital .................................... 1.00 
16 Niagara Lower Arch 

Bridge Company, common .......................... 800.00 
70 Pacific Gas & Electric Company 

6% First preferred ....................................... 1,750.00 
37 Pacific Gas & Electric Company, common .. 1,513.18 

2,000 Paraffine Oil Company of Bakersfield, capital 1.00 
78 San Diego Gas and Electric Co., common . .  1,482.00 
128 Selected Investments, Inc., special ............ 1.00 
61 Socony Mobile Oil Co., Inc., capital ........... 985.87 
27 Southern California Edisan Company, 

4.48% preferred 
21 Southern California 

4.32% preferred 
62 Southern Californi 
20 Southern California Gas Co., 6% preferred.. 500.00 
17-6/10 Sunset Oil Company, common ................ 1.00 

~ 

.................................. Total Stocks $ 12,217.97 
~~~ -~~ ~ -- 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 
Exhibit C ................................... $192,824.88 
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REPORTOFTHEGRANDTREASURER 
To the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Officers and 
Members of Grand Chapter, State of California, Order of the 
Eastern Star: 

I herewith submit the 84th annual report of the Grand Treas- 
urer as presented to me: 
Balance, cash on hand, September 1, 1956 $243,963.69 

Receipts: 
From Grand Secretary $170,442.14 
Interest and Dividends 19,104.81 

Total 189,546.95 

Total to account for 
Disbursements: 

Grand Secretary's warrants 

Balance, cash on hand, August 31, 1957 $299,404.15 

To the members of Grand Chapter: 
It has been a rich experience in my life to have had the privi- 

lege of serving as your Grand Treasurer. The office has afforded 
me many happy hours and priceless friendships. I would like to 
express my thanks and gratitude for the honor you conferred on 
me a year ago. 

True ha~piness lies in service- . . 
A service that is honest and true, 
That eives of itself to each member- - 
Such service I've tried to give you. 

To my Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite-My deepest 
appreciation for having accepted me in your Grand Family- - - 

Wards are needless hetween you and me for to have a friend 
that understands is life's most cherished gift. - 

It has been an added pleasure to work with Sister Maud, our 
Grand Secretary, and her Assistants. My thanks to you for all 
the courtesies shown me this year. 

To the Grand Floor Officers and the Deputy Grand Matrons: 
I want sou to know as the sears go by - ~ 

That the ties of the past hold true, 
And deep in my heart, there's a place apart 
That I'll always keep for you. 

I would like to express my gratitude to Fresno Chapter for their 
loyalty, lave and encouragement. 

To my husband George-I am most grateful for his faith in  me 
and his priceless devotion. 

Fraternally submitted 
Royetta Wilson 

Grand Treasurer 
Referred ta Committee on Distribution. 
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Announcement: Worthy Grand Matron, Marguerite Weisheimer: 
"Sisters and Brothers, I have just received some very happy 

news that I would like to share with you. 
Our distinguished Past Grand Patron, Francis J .  Herz, just has 

been notified that he has been elected to receive the Thirty-third 
Degree of the Masonic Order. To say that we are proud and 
happy, Dr. Francis, is putting it very mildly indeed." 
~ i i o i n t m e n t s  to fill vioancies on committees: 

The Worthv Grand Matron announced the following to fill va- - 
cancies on the Standing Committees: 

To Charters and Dispensations: Sister Charlotte Riebling, chair- 
man, Brothers James H. Smith and Edwin Bode. 

To Distribution: Brother Walker Peddicord and Sister Viola 
Larsen. 

To Appeals and Grievances: Sister Ruth Burnside. 
'To Credentials: Sister Lorraine Estes. 

Amendments to Constitution: 
Motion by the Grand Secretary, properly seconded and carried, 

that as all proposed amendments to the Constitution and Laws 
had been printed and distributed, they be received as though read 
and referred to the Committee on Distribution. 

Proposed amendments not included in reports. 

Sec. 36. Besular; Time; Place. The Grand Chapter shall hold 
a regular session annually for the transaction of its regular busi- 
ness, beginning at  nine o'clock A.M. on the third Monday in Octo- 
ber. The place of such session shall be the City and County of 
San Francisco, unless otherwise ordered by a majority vote of the 
Grand Chapter at  a previous session. 

Mabel Tellefson, P.G.M. 

Sec. 151A. Projects. Projects, either fraternal or commercial 
are prohibited, except in the event of an emergency or a war, 
or for the benefit of the Eastern Star Homes of California. Should 
the Worthy Grand Matron and/or the Worthy Grand Patron 
desire to propose a project f a r  one of the three causes mentioned 
above, during their term in office, they or either of them shall first 
obtain permission of this Grand Chapter to promote such a project, 
after they have fully outlined the object which they may wish to 
accomplish. Monies raised under such projects shall be deposited 
in a special fund of this Grand Chapter, properly labeled. These . . .  . . 
funds shall be spent only for the objective approved. At the end 
of the fiscal year and not later than December lst, all unencum- 
bered balances in said fund shall be transferred to the General 
Fund of this Grand Chapter. Nothing herein contained shall make 
it mandatory for either the Sub-ordinate Chapters or the members 
thereof to contribute to the proposed project. 

(Guy W. Brundage, Francis J .  Herz, Bernice Jan Basich) 
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Sec. 168 by adding No. 17.  Committee on Endowment Fund. 
(Balance of Section to remain the same.) 
(Guy W. Brundage, Bernice Jan Baslch, Francis J. Herz) 

Sec. 168. Standing Committees, etc. 
Add. Committee on Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund. 

Edwin R. Brooks, P.P. Acantha Chapter 249 
Sec. 169. Number of Members. Each of such committees shall 

consist of three members, except the Credentials Committee 
and the Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund Committee, which 
shall consist of nine members. (balance of section as is) 

Edwin R. Brooks, P.P. Acantha Chapter 249 
Sec. 170. Term. Such committees shall be appointed within 

ten days after the close of the annual session, to serve until the 
close of the next succeeding annual session, except that the mem- 
hers of the Finance Committee shall serve for three years, one 
member of which shall be appointed each year, the members of 
the Benevolent Fund Committee shall serve for three years, four 
members of which shall be appointed each year, the members of 
the Scholarship Committee shall serve for five rears, one member 
of which shall be appointed each year and the members of the 
Endowment Fund Committee shall serve for three years, provided 
that those first appointed shall draw lots so that three shall serve 
for one year, three for two years and three f w  three years. 

Printed in Proceedings. The Worthy Grand Matron shall there- 
upon deliver a list of such committees to the Grand Secretary, who 
shall cause the same to be printed with the proceedings. 

Edwin R. Brooks, P.P. Acantha Chapter 249 
Sec. 180. Paragraph three. The Finance Committee shall func- 

tion during the entire year and shall hold at least two meetings 
during the year in the office of the Grand Secretary, one with 
the Board of Trustees of the Eastern Star Home in Los Angeles 
and one during the session of Grand Chapter, and at such other 
times and places as the Committee may deem advisable. All deci- 
sions and action by the Committee shall be by the consent and 
approval of a majority of the Committee, unless otherwise pro- 
vided. 

(Signed by Board of Trustees of the Home) 
Sec. 180 (7). Finance. The Committee on Finance shall make 

available through a reputable insurance company or companies, 
a master Fidelity Bond, a Master Compensation coverage, a Mas- 
ter Liability and Property Damage policy of insurance, and a 
master Medical Payments policy. These coverages shall afford 
protection to the Grand Chapter, Order of Eastern Star, its sub- 
ordinate Chapters and the officers, members, committees, or 
groups or associations with all organizations mentioned, in  so far 
as any liability exists on their parts by reason of their activities 
as a part of said organization. 

(Balance of said section to be the same.) 
(Signed Ernest E. Williams, James Leo Halley) 
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Amend Section 180, subsection ( 7 )  to read as follows: 

(7). The Committee on Finance sball make available through 
a reoutable insurance comoanv or companies. a Fidelity Bond, a - - 
Master Compensation coverage and a Master Liability and Prop- 
erty Damage policy of insurance. These coverages shall afford 
protection to the Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, its 
subordinate Chapters, and the officers, members, committees or 
groups or associations within all the organizations mentioned, inso- - - 

far as any liability exists on their parts by reason of their activi- 
ties as a Dart of said or~anization: provided however, that any sub- - 
ordinate chapter may vovide locally one or more of said cover- 
ages to afford protection to one 07 more of the above-named OT- 

ganizations, subject to the approval of said coverages by the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

(Signed Thomas W. Thurman, P.P., 3. Franklin King, W.P. 
Virginia King, W.M., Hennosa Chapter No. 105) 

Sec. 182. Endowment Fund. The Committee on Endowment 
Fund shall consist of nine members. Tbev shall be ao~ointed bv . . 
the Worthy Grand Matron to serve for a period of three years, 
except that of those first appointed, three shall be appointed to 
serve one year, three for two years and three for three years. 
Thereafter each succeeding Worthy Grand Matron shall appoint 
three members to serve for three years. In making appointments - .. 
to this Committee, Worthy Grand Matrons are expected to give 
due consideration to the major sections of California, to the end 
that the entire State may be properly represented on the Com- 
mittee. The Chairman of the Committee shall be appointed by the 
Worthy Grand Matron from the three senior members of the 
Committee and shall serve as such Chairman for a period of one 
year. 

A. The Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter shall act as the 
Secretary for the Committee. The Committee, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Worthy Grand Matron, the Worthy Grand Patron 
and the Committee on Finance, shall adopt, and may from time to 
time change or amend, such rules and regulations governing its 
procedure as may be deemed advisable to adequately carry out 
the true intent of the duties of this Committee and its objective. 

B. The objective of the Committee on Endowment Fund shall 
be to study, devise and carry out plans for the securing of an ade- 
quate Endowment for the Eastern Star Homes of California, Inc. 
To that end, subject to the adopted and approved rules, the Com- 
mittee may issue such appeals, and from time to time establish 
such contacts with persons disposed to contribute to or aid in the 
maintenance of an Endowment Fund for the Eastern Star Homes 
of California, as may be deemed proper. The ultimate end to be 
obtained sball be that a sufficient Endowment Fund shall be 
created to make it possible for the Eastern Star Homes of Cali- 
fornia to be entirely supported from the income of such a fund. 
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C. Inv~shnent  of Funds. Endowment Fund Contributions shall be 
invested in accordance with Grand Chapter regulations for the 
investment of Grand Chapter funds. They shall be held as a 
separate account on the hooks of the Grand Chapter and shall be 
in the same custody as other Grand Chapter funds and invest- 
ments. The only exceptions to the foregoing investment of funds 
shall be sueh properties and securities that may come by bequest 
or gift. The Committee may, if it deems it advisable, hold such 
securities and/or properties, even though they do not meet the 
Grand Chapter regulations for investment of funds, or they may 
sell or dispose of the properties or securities and re-invest the 
proceeds in accordance with Grand Chapter regulations. (Unless 
prohibited by the terms of the bequest or gift.) 

D. No part of the principal of the Endowment Fund shall ever 
be expended for any purpose. The income therefrom shall be used 
only for the maintenance and operation of the Eastern Star Homes 
of California and Endowment Fund Committee expense. The Com- 
mittee shall authorize the distribution, at  least annually, of the 
income of the Endowment Fund to the Board of Trustees of the 
Eastern Star Homes of California for the maintenance and opera- 
tion of the Home. 

E. The members of the Committee shall be re-imbursed for 
their necessary expenses, for not to exceed two m e e t i i s  each 
year, in the performances of the duties appertaining to their office, 
when the claims have been presented and properly approved by 
the Committee on Finance. The cost of printing and mailing the 
material in connection with the activities of the Committee and 
also the Committee expense accounts as above mentioned, shall be 
paid from this fund. 

F. The Worthy Grand Matron is authorized and directed to 
designate the month of September of each year as "Eastern Star 
Home Endowment Month". during which time the sub-ordinate 
Chagters of this jurisdiction shall-bring to the attention of their 
members and sueh other persons as may be interested, the En- 
dowment Fund and the purposes for which i t  is to be used. 

(Signed Guy W. Brundage, Bernice Jan Basioh, Francis J. Herz 
Signahre of Edwin 8. Brooks added) 

Sec. 194 (b). Number of Awards. The number of awards . . 
shall be established each year by the Committee on Seholarship, 
with the a ~ ~ r o v a l  of the Committee on Finance. The total amounts . . 
awarded for scholarships shall assure that at  all times, a balance 
of Five Hundred dollars remain in the Seholarship Fund. 

(Signed by Elvetta Grohl, Esther Wagness) 

Sec. 197. Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund. (a) Objec- 
tive. The Committee shall study. devise and carry out plans for 
the securing of adequate endowment for the  astern Star Home. 
To that end, subject to the approval of the Worthy Grand Matron, - - 

the Committee shall issue such appeals, and from time to time 
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establish such contacts with persons disposed to contribute to, or 
aid in the creation or maintenance of an Endowment Fund for the 
Eastern Star Home, as may be deemed appropriate. The end to be 
attained eventually in this behalf is that a sufficient Endowment 
shall be created to make is possible for the Eastern Star Home to 
be supported from the income from such Endowment and complete 
reliance upon the income derivable from the Grand Chapter and 
subordinate Chapters thereby avoided. 
(b) Repulatlons. The Committee, subject to the approval of 

the Worthy Grand Matron, may adopt, and from time to time 
change or amend such rules and regulations governing its delibera- 
tions, modes of procedure, and the like, as may be required and 
as shall best enable it, faithfully, efficiently and successfully to 
carry out the true spirit, intent and purpose of its creation. 

(c) Endowment Month. The Worthy Grand Matron is hereby 
directed to designate each year, one month which shall be known 
as "Eastern Star Home Endowment Month", during which time, 
pursuant to such rules and suggestions as may be promulgated by 
the Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund Committee. The various 
subordinate Chawters of this jurisdiction shall bring to the minds of 
their members a i d  other persons interested, the ~ i d o w m e n t  Fund 
herein ~rovided for and the DurDoses for which the same is to - - 
be used. Edwin R. Brooks, P.P. Acantha Chapter 249 
(withdrawn) 

Sec. 203 (g). Dues Payable by Subordinate Chapters. Insur- 
ance Fund. For a special Fund to be known as the Insurance 
Fund for payment of the Insurance provided for in Section 180(1) 
and for the costs of handling said fund in  the office of the Grand 
Secretary, such a premium amount as shall be established each 
year, for every member in good standing, by the Committee on 
Finance, acting with the Worthy Grand Matron and the Worthy 
Grand Patron. 

(Signed by Ernest E. Williams, James Leo Halley) 

Amend Section 203 
Sec. 203 (g). Insurance Fund. For a special fund to be known 

as the Insurance Fund, for the payment of the Insurance provided 
for in Section 180 ( I ) ,  and for the cost of handling said fund in 
the office of the Grand Secretary, the sum of eleven and one-half 
cents for every member in good standing of subordinate Chapters 
fully participating under said Section 180 (7), or such other sum 
as may be specifically prescribed by Grand Chapter at  each ses- 
sion; provided however, that any subordinate Chaptm which pro- 
vides locally insurance coverage under Sectwn 180 (7), shall be 
credited with the costs of any such locally procured coverages 
under this sectwn. 

(Signed Thomas W. Thurman, P.P., J. Franklin King, W.P., 
Virginia King, W.M.. Hermosa Chapter 105) 
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Add to: 

Sec. 203 (h) Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund. Each . ~ 

petitioner for membership, and each applicant for affiliation whose 
demit or certificate of aood standing is from a Chanter of a h i s -  - - 
diction other than California, shall accompany the petition or ap- 
plication with a contribution of five dollars for the use and benefit 
of the Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund, unless he shall have 
paid such contribution upon a former application, either for ini- 
tiation or affiliation, to a Chapter in this jurisdiction. The contri- 
bution of five dollars for the Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund, 
except where the applicant has already paid such contribution in 
a Chapter in this jurisdiction, together with the fee for initiation 
in every case, shall accompany the application or else such applica- 
tion shall not be received by the Chapter. 

Edwin R. Brooks, P.P. Acantha Chapter 249 

Sec. 206. Registration Fee. All delegates and members at- 
tending the annual session of Grand Chapter shall pay a registra- 
tion fee of three dollars. ($3.00). Thc registration fee shall be . . .  . 
applied towards the financing of the expenses of the annual 
session of the Grand Cha~te r .  not including therein the exuense of . . - 
mileage for delegates and/or members. 

(Signed by Wm. Stephens, Wm. J. Nellegan, Edwin W. Bode) 

Sec. 219. Disbnrsements Grand Chapter Revolving Fund. A 
fund to be known as the Grand Chapter Revolving Fund, not to 
exceed in amount the sum of $10,000.00 shall be established by 
warrant drawn in the manner 'provided in Section 216 and the 
proceeds deposited in the name of the Grand Chapter in a desig- 
nated depository, in the City and County of San Francisco. This 
fund shall be subject to check of the Grand Secretary to pay such 
necessary current expenses of the Grand Chapter as have heen 
provided for by appropriation. This fund shall be replenished as 
needed by warrant drawn in  like manner. 

(Signed Maud McWilliams Smith and Guy W. Brundage) 

Sec. 227. Compensation, Standing Committees. Add, Chair- 
man Eastern Star Home Endowment Fund $50, and other members 
$12.50 each. 

Edwin R. Brooks, P.P. Acantha Chapter 249 

Add to: 
Sec. 227. Compensation of Standing Committees: $50.00 to the 

Chairman of the Endowment Fund Committee and $12.50 to each 
of the other members thereof. 

(Signed Guy W. Brundage, Bernice Jan Basich, Francis J. Herz) 

Sec. 300. Rule 4. Change item 17 to read: Election of Grand 
Officers and Trustees of the Eastern Star Home, Tuesday at  10 
o'clock A.M. 

(balance of section as is.) 
(Signed Mabel Tellefson, P.G.M.) 
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Sec. 400. Worthy Matron. The duties of the Worthy Matron 
shall be to open and preside over the Chapter during its delibera- 
tions; to see that the by-laws are properly enforced and that the 
officers faithfully perform their duties; to designate the appoin- 
tive officers and to fill pro tempore the station of any absent offi- 
cer, except as designated in Sections 404 and 405; to appoint all 
committees: to have charge of the charter or dispensation and have 
the same present at  every meeting; to see t h a t t h e  returns of the 
work, dues and assessments of the Chavter are made annually to 
the Grand Chapter and to certify to the correctness thereof; to sign 
all demits; to assume charge of the books of the Secretary or 
Treasurer, in case of vacancy, and deliver the same to duly elected 
successor on qualification; to report to the Chapter the proceedings 
of the Grand Chapter on or before the first stated meeting in 
December following a session thereof, or, if absent therefrom, to 
cause the ranking delegate or the representative attending such 

session, to make such report, and to direct that the by-laws of the 
Chanter be amended to conform in accordance with the lenislation 
there enacted; to decide all questions of law and order, from which 
decisions appeal can be taken only to the Worthy Grand Matron 
or the Grand Chapter; to have present at  the official visit of the 
Deputy Grand Matron and submit to her inspection the Rituals, 
Instruction Books, Syllabuses and Diagrams belonging to the 
Chapter; at  the expiration of her term of office, to turn the same, 
together with an inventory of all properties of the Chapter, over to 
her successor, taking a receipt therefor and filing the same with 
the Secretary; and, in  general, to see that the purposes of the Chap- 
ter are properly accomplished. 

For the exercise of these duties she shall be accountable to the 
Grand Chapter. 

Duties, dissolution of Chapter: 671. 

Vernal Thomas, W.M., La Mesa 300 

Sec. 434. Llfe Members. A member in  good standing of any 
chartered Chapter whose by-laws provide for life membership 
may become a life member thereof and entitled to a certificate 
evidencing the same by payment to the Chapter of the sum speci- 
fied therefor in such by-laws, without further action of the Chap- 
ter and thereafter such member shall not be required to pay dues 
to the Chapter. Life membership cannot be conferred on any 
member of a Chapter as compensation or reward for services 
rendered the Chapter, unless its by-laws provide therefor and 
unless the Chapter pays a sum equal to the life membership fee 
into its Life Membership Fund. Such payment shall not absolve 
any such member Worn the obligation to pay Grand Chapter as- 
sessments or from the penalty for the nonpayment thereof. 

Each Chapter will confer a life membership in such Chapter 
upon any member who has been a membe~ in good standing of 



ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 117 

any Chapter in the State of California continuously for fifty years 
providing the last five (5) years prior thereto, was in such Chap- 
ter conferring the life membership, without payment of fee into 
a Life Membership Fund, any provision of the laws of Grand 
Chapter or the by-laws of the Chapter notwithstanding. 

Life membership fee not less than $200.00: 336 
Deposited in Life Membership Fund: 563 
Disposition of funds of Dissolved Chapters: 684 

(Signed William H. Molle. W.P.) 

Sec. 436. Territorial Jurisdiction of Chapters. Each Chapter 
has jurisdiction over petitioners for initiation residing with the city 
or town in which i t  is located or outside such city or town, within 
a radius of twenty-five air line miles of said Chapter, and so reside 
for a period of a t  least six months. Such jurisdiction ends when 
residence therein is terminated. If only one C h a ~ t e r  is located in 
a city or town, or the twenty-five mile radius, such jurisdiction is 
exclusive, if more than one it is concurrent. Except that all Chap- 
ters in the County of Los Angeles have concurrent jurisdiction 
over all applications for initiation within said County. 

Bernice Menchini, 
Hattie E. Pittman 
Dorothy S. Bryce 
Marian Edwards 

P.M., S. Smartville 431 

Set. 441. Membership Fees. The initiation fee shall not be 
less than five dollars. The affiliation fee shall not be less than 
two dollars and fifty cents and not more than one-half of the 
initiation fee, and in either case, the fee must accompany the 
petition. In  addition to the initiation or affiliution fee each peti- 
tioner shall be required to pay five dollars as provided for in 
Section 203, subsection (h) for the Eastern Star Home Endowment 
Fund. No affiliation fee shill be charged any petitioner, formerly 
affiliated in this jurisdiction, who is a member of a Masonic Home 
in this State. 

Edwin R. Brooks, P.P. Acantha Chapter 249 

Sec. '725. Purposes of the fund. The Benevolent Fund, pro- 
vided for by Section 203 of the By-Laws of the Grand Chapter is 
created and maintained for the relief of indigent and distressed 
members in  good standing of Chapters of this Grand Jurisdiction. 
and in order to assist Chapters in matters of relief; and may be 
used to pay the funeral expenses, in  an amount not to exceed two 
hundred dollars. of a member who has been receivine aid from - 
the Benevoient Fund, and any member in destitute circumstances, 
on the annroval of the Committee. I t  is further nrovided that in . . 
order to receive aid the member must be a member in this Juris- 
diction and in  the Chapter for a period of not less than five years. 

(Signed Kathryn Farwell, P.G.M., Ernest E. Williams, P.G.P.) 
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Sec. 754. Mileage. Members of the Board of Trustees of the 
Eastern Star Homes of California, in the performance of their 
duties as such Trustees, shall be paid the same mileage and at  the 
same rate as allowed Officers and Members of Grand Chapter in  
Section 222 of the Constitution of Grand Chapter. 

(Signed Guy W. Brundage, Bernice Jan Basich, Francis J. Herz) 
Sections 764 and 776 being in Conflict, the following amend- 

ment to Section 764 is proposed: 

Sec. 764. Residents properties: Consent to assignment and 
terms. The Board of Trustees may consent to the voluntary as- 
signment of property to the corporation hy a resident, on or after 
approval of application for residence, but may not accept any 
duties or obligations in  the nature of a trust, as a fiduciary or in 
a capacity of management or supervision of any such property 
or any interest therein, for the benefit or on behalf of the assignor 
or any other person. No such assignment may be made subject to 
any condition, contingent liability or reversionary interest; nor 
may i t  be made in consideration of residence or continuance of 
residence; nor may any engagement of any kind be made in 
regard thereto. 

All propenty hereafter assigned to Eastern Star Homes of Cali- 
fornia by Residents thereof, and all cash gifts or proceeds from 
the sales of real or personal property received from Residents may 
a t  the discretion of the Board of Trustees be placed in  eithm the 
Endowment Fund or the General Fund of the Home. 

The Board of Trustees may set up in a ledger account the 
customary amount established from time to time by the Trustees 
of the Home for residents' funeral expenses, from cash gifts or 
proceeds from sale of real property or personal property which a 
resident may have turned over to the Home, to be used for the 
sole purpose of defraying funeral expenses of such resident. 

(Signed by the Board of Trustees of the Home) 

Unifann Code 
Art. VI. Committees. 

Sec. 1. Unchanged. 
Sec. 2. Unchanged. - 
Set. 3. Unchanged. 
Sec. 4. The Worthy Matron, at  her installation, shall appoint 

a Property Committee to consist of three members, one of whom 
shall he a Past Matron, whose duty it shall be to maintain a cur- 
rent inventory of all properties owned by the Chapter, and to sub- 
mit an inventory of the same at  the first stated meeting in October. . 

Set. 5, present Section 4, unchanged. 
Sec. 6. present Section 5. unchanged. 

Vernal ~ho tnas ,  w.M., La Mesa 300 
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REPORT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
(Read by Margaret Hughes Lauritzen, President of the Eastern 
Star Home Board) 
Worthy Grand Matron, Officers and Members of the Grand Chap- 
ter, State of California, Order of thc Eastern Star. 

We, the members of the Board of Trustees of the Eastern Star 
Home. wish to submit the fallowing report for the year ending 
October 21, 1957 as required by the Constitution and Laws of the 
Grand Chapter. 

In  compliance with Section 755 of the Constitution and Laws 
pertaining to the Eastern Star Homes, the Board was called to 
Order by our Grand Secretary, Sister Maud McWilli,ams Smith at  
10 A.M. Friday, November 16, 1956, for thc election of officers and 
to transact such other business that came before them. 

The following were elected: 
Margaret Hughes Lauritzen, President 
Thelma Rehnert Warner, Vice President 

The President then appointed the following chairmen of com- 
mittees for the ensuing year: 

Thelma Warner, Chairman and John Brost, Co-Chairman, 
Administration 

Earl Baker, Chairman, and Harry Graham, Co-Chairman, 
Public Relations 

Margaret Lauritzen, Chairman, and Jacob Bowman, Co- 
Chairman Finance 

Elmer Walther, attorney for the Board 
A letter of resignation was reccived from Brother Alan Williams 

by the Board at  our first meeting. Brother Williams had heen 
transferred to France. Due to this resignation, Brother John 
Bond was appointed to the Board by our Worthy Grand Matron 
The president then immediately appointed Brother John Bond 
to act as chairman of admissions with John Brost as co-chairman. 

In accordance with the By-laws of the Board of Trustees, 
twelvc regular meetings were held, ten at the Home address, one 
in August at  the Grand Secretary's office in San Francisco, and 
the other at the Wilton Hotel, Long Beach, October 21, 1957. 

The President announced that the Building Committee, ap- 
pointed by the President of the previous Board, Sister Lois Tamba, 
would continue to serve in that capacity with an additional mem- 
ber, now a member of the Board of Trustees, Brother John Brost. 
This committee, composed of Elmer Walther, Harry Graham, John 
Brost, Margaret Lauritzen, Walter Weisheimer and Walter Hoff- 
man, met many times at  special occasions with the architect and 
builder consulting on the progress and procedure of building the 
infirmary. Our sincere gratitude goes to Brothers Weisheimer 
and Hoffman for their valuable and unstinted assistance in this 
project. 

Our Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite Weisheimer and 
our Worthy Grand Patron, our late Brother Elmer Walther were 
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able to attend all but one or two of the Board meetings. To take 
time out of their busy schedule to meet with us, to give of their 
constructive and able assistance, were so very much appreciated. 
I t  has indeed been a privilege to work with and for such efficient 
leaders. 

May we pause for a moment to pay tribute to brother Elmer 
Walther, Worthy Grand Patron and ex-officio member of the 
Board of Trustees. We who have worked so closely with our 
Brother, relative to the affairs of the Eastern Star Home, know 
full well the service rendered. His untiring efforts and liberal 
advice pertaining to the legality of all procedures taken by the 
Board of Trustees shall ever be remembered and appreciated. A 
precious legacy is ours. We shall miss his council, likewise his 
good humor, and there shall be  a vacant chair. To his devoted 
wife and family we extend our sincere and loving sympathy. 

A beautiful life is that whose span, 
I s  spent in the service of God and man, 
Then a beautiful peace when the course is run, 
And a beautiful light at  the set of the sun. 

Admissions 
During the period covered by this report, twelve members of 

chapters from all parts of California entered the Home. They are 
as follows: 

Edna White, Santa Monica No. 113 
Ellen A. Ostby, Sequoia No. 203 
Mamie Deupree, North Hollywood No. 403 
Mae Brunk, Acacia No. 21 
Nellie Osborne, Mira Monte No. 141 
Bettie Menke, Centinela No. 136 
Margaret  owe, Laurel No. 186 
Maude Scbeffel. San Fernando No. 398 
Frances Simpson, Liberty No. 451 
Charlotte Woolston. Roseland No. 465 , ~ 

~ ~ 

Marie Kaiser, Eagle Rock No. 313 
Jennie Edwards. Southern Star No. 96 

The present average age of our residents is 84 plus. 
We now have sixty-two residents with five approved applica- 

tions waiting for entrance when vacancies occur. 

Deaths 
Fourteen residents have entered our Eternal Grand Chapter 

and their smiling faces are missed during our visits. Our thanks 
to the Southern California funeral team for their services for the 
funerals of members of chapters not in  the Los Angeles area. Ap- 
propriate memorial services have been given for each of these 
Sisters: 

Edna Host, Hollywood No. 209 
Emma Boehm, Liberty No. 451 
Jennie Connors, Starlight No. 401 
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Lillian May Page, La Posa No. 282 
Margaret Schumacher, Majestic No. 480 
Mabel Browne, East Pasadena No. 473 
Charlotte Jameson, Bakersfield No. 125 
Katherine Rand, Fidelia No. 56 
Laura Harmon, Pasadena No. 108 
Vilate Smithen, Belvedere No. 402 
Lillian Boorman, Pasadena No. 108 
Anna Krumbach, Golden Gate No. 1 
Dora Berkshire, Van Nuys No. 338 
Nellie Oshorne, Mira Monte No. 141 

Sweet be their rest and peaceful their sleeping 
God's way is best, they are in his keeping. 
God saw the road was getting rough 
The hills were hard to climb, 
So gently he closed their weary eyes 
And whispered, "Peace be Thine!' 

In this list of those residents who have traveled westward, was 
our devoted member to the Order of the Eastern Star, Sister 
Charlotte Jameson, Past Grand Treasurer, and a member of Ba- 
kersfield Chapter. Her Past Grand Treasurer's jewel was returned 
to the Home by her son, Mr. John Myron Jameson, with the wish 
that i t  he kept in memory of his Mother among the treasured 
items of the Home. 

Much time and effort is given on the part of those making the 
investigations on the applications to the Home. Many miles are 
traveled, and a conscientious report has been made in every in- 
stance on the applications received by the Board. To Brothers 
John Bond and John Brost, our gratitude for assuming this re- 
sponsibility. One of the applications just accepted was Mrs. 
Estella Hall from Coachella Valley Chapter, who in January will 
be 100 years young. 

Project 
This has been a year of earnest accomplishments on the part 

of each member of the Board as well as every member of the 
Order in California. Our special order of business given to us 
by the delegates a t  the 1956 Scssion of Grand Chapter, of course, 
was the building of the Infirmary. At our first meeting we were 
advised by the Architects, Joseph & Joseph, that permission had 
been granted by the Los Angeles Fire Department to extend our 
Temporary certificate of occupancy for keeping our non-ambula- 
tory residents a t  the Home. We also received the approval from 
the Zoning Administrator for the building of the Infirmary and 
approvals from all State and City agencies relative to the plans 
and specifications submitted. Thereupon immediate steps were 
taken to proceed with the construction of the infirmary. 

On January 3, 1951, upon authorization of the board, the presi- 
dent met with the Finance Committee of Grand Chapter in the 
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Grand Secretary's office in  San Francisco to make arrangements 
for available money when needed for the building of the infirm- 
ary. 

At our December meeting it was voted that the architect, Mr. 
Joseph secure bids by advertising in  a reputable trade journal 
and same to be called for opening a t  11 a.m. at  the home on Janu- 
ary 11, 1957. This was done, so that a t  11:20 a.m. on the date 
mentioned the bids for the construction of the infirmary were 
opened and read in the presence of all Board members by our 
Grand Secretary. 

Five bids were received ranging in price from approximately 
$205,000 to $250,000. I t  was unanimously decided to grant the bid 
to Pallisgaard Construction Company of Santa Monica, California, 
they being the lowest responsible bidders. 

A letter was sent to the Chapters of California by our Worthy 
Grand Matron askine the membershiv to transmit their $1.00 - 
assessment at  once rather than at  the close of the Fiscal year, 
therebv savine considerablv in interest. - 

Brothers Harry Graham and John Brost unselfishly gave of 
their time and knowledge of building inspecting the building as 
the work progressed. We do sincerely appreciate the splendid 
service given by these two brothers. Brother Harry Graham's 
report of same is as follows: 

REPORT OF THE BUILDING COMMITTEE 
The Board of Trustees of the Eastern Star Homes of California 

met in special session on December 7, 1956. Having received the 
necessary permits to construct the Infirmary Building Addition, 
bids for the construction were advertised in a trade journal and 
were to be received and opened at the home January 11, 1957 at  
11:00 a.m. 

Bids were received from five general contractors and ranged 
from $199,520.00 to $249,876.00. The contract was awarded to 
the low bidder, The Pallisgaard Construction Company. 

Preliminary work was started and Margaret Lauritzen and 
Harry Graham were present at the informal ground breaking on 
a rather rainy day. 

The formal ground breaking ceremony was held February 17, 
1957 at  4:OO p.m. and was attended by the Worthy Grand Matron, 
the Worthy Grand Patron and over two hundred members of the 
Order. 

Brothers Graham and Brost were appointed the supervising in- 
spectors for the construction of the Infirmary, as Sister Maude vut . . 
i t  "For Thanks." 

Work did not progress as rapidly as was anticipated due to 
inclement weather and a strike of some of the union building 
trades. We now expect the building to be complete by January 
1, 1958. 

We wish to express our appreciation to the Board of Trustees 
of the Eastern Star Homes of California for their confidence and 
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cooperation in  our efforts to see that the huilding was con- 
structed in accordance with the plans and specifications. We 
feel that a well constructed and substantial building has been 
accomplished. 

Our thanks must be extended to the architects. J o s e ~ h  and 
Joseph, and their representatives for their cooperation and atten- 
tion to the project. Whenever called upon, they gave their val- 
uable time without hesitation. 

We have, with other members of the Board, made over fifty 
visits to the home for the purpose of inspection and selection of 
materials and equipment. 

The Chairman of the Building Committee wishes to express 
his appreciation to the Worthy Grand Matron for his appoint- 
ment to this very important Board of Trustees. 
Public Relations: 

Brother Earl Baker, chairman of Public Relations Committee 
has worked diligently in helping to convey to the membership as 
a whole a better understanding of our Home and its functioning. 
His report is as follows: 

REPORT OF PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
It was an esteemed privilege to accept the chairmanship of 

the Public Relations Committee, with Harry Graham assisting. 
I t  was recommended and approved a t  our first board meeting 

that we would make available to the Chapters in California, a 
set of 35 mm slides covering our Eastern Star Home, in order 
that our members might become better acquainted with it and 
learn how the aged members of the Order of the Eastern Star in 
California are being cared for. 

Two hundred and forty-two Chapters availed themselves of 
these slides during the past year. From the various thank-you 
letters we have received from our Chapters, we feel confident 
that they were enjoyed and have done a great deal to acquaint 
the members of the Order with our Eastern Star Home in Los 
Angeles. 

A brief history of the home from its inception to the present 
time with requirements for a member to enter was distributed 
to over three hundred Chapters and Associations. 

The Marthas' of the various Chapters throughout the state have 
very ably assisted the Public Relations Committee to present 
the information and slides to their Chapters and we wish to take 
this opportunity to thank our Grand Martha, Margaret Waskom, 
and her Marthas' for their fine cooperation. 

We would recommend that on completion of the Infirmary that 
a set of slides be made of it and then made available to Chapter 
members throughout the state, so that they will know how our 
ailing ladies of the home will be taken care of in the future. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Harry Graham 
Earl P. Baker. Chairman 
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Our Grand Secretary 
There is so very much said from one Grand Chapter session to 

another regarding the services of another, not a board member, 
hut one who never misses a meeting, nor without whom our 
meetinas could be properly conducted. This, of course, is no 
other than our m raid secretary, Sister Maud McWilliams Smith. 
We extend our arateful auureciation to vou Sister Maud for sour - - - 
valued assistance. Personally I don't know how any President 
of the Board could assume so important a duty without the able 
assistance that you have given each of us. 

Ground Breaking Ceremony: 
On Sunday afternoon, February 17, 1951 at  4 o'clock, ground 

was officially broken for the Infirmary at the Eastern Star Home. 
Your President of the Board officiated. Although the sky was 
overcast and it had rained in the morning, over two hundred 
members braved the weather to be present. The Grand Officers 
in attendance were Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Ma- 
tran; Elmer Walther, Worthy Grand Patron; Grace Hoffman, 
Associate Grand Matron; George Danielson, Associate Grand Pa- 
tron; Maud McWilliams Smith, Grand Secretary; Annie Mills, 
Grand Conductress; Mary Balden, Associate Grand Conductress: 
Everina Rheingans. Grand Marshall: Irene Hinsdale. Grand Or- - .  
ganist; Margaret Nottingham, Grand ~ u t h ;  Virginia Fisher, Grand 
Esther; Margaret Waskom, Grand Martha. The Past Grand Ma- 
trons and Past Grand Patron present were Thelma Bailey, Mabel 
Tellefson, Helen DeBeers, Mary Warmer, Thelma Warner, and 
Frank Cruse. 

In addition to the president other members of the Board in 
attendance were Thelma Warner, John Bond, Harry Graham, 
John Brost and Earl Baker. 

After the president read a letter from the Mayor of Los An- 
geles, Mr. Norris Poulson, expressing his regrets in not being 
present, Sister Thelma Bailey, our Past Grand Matron, was 
asked to lead us in prayer. A letter was also read from the Grand 
Master of Masons of California expressing his regrets. Brother 
Phil N. Myers, Past Patron of McCloud Chapter No. 381, however, 
Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of California F. & A. M. 
represented the Grand Master of Masons of California offering 
the congratulations of the Grand Lodge in our achievement. 

- 

The highlight of the afternoon was the moment when our 
Worthy Grand Matron, Marguerite Weisheimer, and our Worthy 
Grand Patron, our late Brother Elmer Walther, turned the first 
shovelful of earth. Truly it was the "hour" we had all looked 
forward to for many years, the realization of a dream come true. 
At the close of the ceremony, all were invited to Tea by our 
gracious superintendent, Mary I. Warmer, Past Grand Matron 
of California. Tea, coffee, sandwiches and cookies were served 
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at beautifully decorated tables in the dining room of the home 
by the staff and residents. 
Insurance 

Brother Jacob Bowman, chairman of the Insurance Committee 
for this past year has given much study and many hours to all 
insurance on our Home. We deeply appreciate his valued knowl- 
edge and experience. 

Fiesta 
The Annual Fiesta at  the Eastern Star Home, on the dates set 

aside by our Worthy Grand Matron, that of August 3rd and 4th 
was again a complete success. Many members who have never 
attended the Fiesta increased the attendance on both days and the 
monetary result f a r  exceeded any previous year, the net result 
being $6,250.06. We are indeed grateful to all who had a part, 
especially the Worthy Matrons of the Los Angeles area who 
assumed the chairmanship. Almost 1000 were served dinner. 
official Visit 

On Thursday, May 23rd, at  Noon, our Worthy Grand Matron 
accompanied with her official Grand Family and many Past Grand 
elective officers and trailers, officially visited the Eastern Star 
Home and residents. There is not enough space and time to give 
in detail a description of the dining room beautifully decorated 
by the Worthy Matrons of the Los Angeles area. The Board of 
Trustees is more than grateful for this service as well as for the 
efficient manner in which they served the delicious luncheon. The 
residents of the home in the Garden Court later furnished the 
program, a very amusing and clever skit depicting the day before 
the bride's wedding. 

Superintendent's Report 
The report of our Superintendent is attached. Please make your- 

self familiar with the information given in Sister Warmer's re- 
port. You will be impressed with the efficient management and 
the patience and understanding so expressed. We would like to 
pass on to you and the members of California, our findings as a 
result of our Superintendent's constant and loving guidance. True 
happiness with delicate and loving care is found in your Eastern 
Star Home. The thoughtfulness and untiring efforts of Sister 
Mary Warmer and her assistant Belle Kuehny together with the 
able staff should make us, as members of the Eastern Star, rise 
up to equal our opportunity to be of service. A real Home where 
lovable Sisters of ours live in  peace with God and Man. 

Administration 
Much responsibility for the success of the running of the Home 

in any year, lies with the Committee on Administration, and to 
Sister Thelma Warner Chairman and Brother John Brost we owe 
our thanks. Their duties have been many and constant. Some of 
the accomplishments of this Committee are given as follows by 
the Chairman Sister Warner: 
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REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
The teachings of our Order have been faithfully exemplified 

in the tender laving care Sister Mary Isabel Warmer has given 
each and every resident in the Home. 

The excellent manner in which the Home has been managed by 
our Superintendent, Mary Isabel Warmer, and her competent staff 
has done much toward making my assignment as Administrator 
an easy one. The splendid co-operation I have received from my 
co-chairman, John Brost, is greatly appreciated. 

Brother Walter Hoffman, husband of our A.G.M. Sister Grace 
Hoffman, has given us considerable financial and other beneficial 
help in making replacements and repairs in our electrical equip- 
ment. The interior of the building has been completely repainted. 
Under the direction of John Brost, the "fixit crew" of the "1956 
Past Patrons Association of Southern California," have taken care 
of many needed repairs throughout the building. 

The residents of the Home, as well as the employees, were 
remembered with gifts at  Christmas. 

Furnishings for the Infirmary 
Bids for furnishings were obtained from three different firms. 

Merchandise and prices submitted by Simmons Company were 
considered best for our needs. 

There has been sufficient equipment purchased which will 
enable us to care for 25 patients in  the Infirmary upon comple- 
tion of the building. Sister Hazel Thorn Lane, P.G.M. has gen- 
erously offered to donate an intercommunication system to be 
installed throughout the entire building. Brother Walter Hoffman 
has offered to install We system free of any cost for installation. 

Fifty-four (54) pairs of drapes were purchased for the resident's 
rooms The company from whom the draperies were purchased 
donated a considerable amount of material which will he found 
useful for making couch covers and recovering pillows. 

There have been four (4 )  four yard long lace tablecloths pur- 
chased for use in the Home. 

The many and varied gifts which have heen received from 
members and Chapters throughout the State of California have 
been greatly appreciated. 

The invaluable assistance of every member of the Board has 
made for complete harmony during the entire year. Sister Maud 
Smith, Secretary for the Board is untiring in her efforts to serve. 

Thank you Sister Margaret Hughes Lauritzen for the opportun- 
ity of serving as Chairman of Administration under your able 
guidance and direction, during your year as President of the 
Board of Trustees. We also express our appreciation for the 
many gifts offered for the Infirmary and the numerous memorials 
made by Chapters and members to our late Worthy Grand Pa- 
tron, Elmer J. Walther. 
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Budget 
The Finance Committee of Grand Chapter met with the Board 

of Trustees at  the Home on April 26th to discuss the financial 
standing of the Home and to offer their recommendations. A 
proposed budget including the operation of the Infirmary for 
1957-1958 was submitted to the Board Members and the Finance 
Committee for their approval and consideration. A constructive 
and cooperative meeting with Harmony and good fellows hi^ - 
prevailing. The members of the Board sincerely appreciate the 
able assistance offered us by all members of the Finance Com- 
mittee. The proposed budget is on the printed sheet in your 
possession. We call your earnest attention to these figures, both 
revenue and expenses. They cover the operation of the Home 
and the Infirmary for the Fiscal year 1957-1958. Consideration 
has been given to the fact that the Infirmary will probably not 
be ready for occupancy until about the first of the year due t~ the 
labor tie-up in July and August. 

The splendid receptive attitude to the assessment of $1.00 per 
member for this year has been appreciated, but as you know this 
was needed to give us a working capital for the building of the 
Infirmary. Utilities, taxes, labor and living has risen considerably 
this ycar. The need for an assessment of $1.00 per member for 
1958 is apparent. The quarters for our staff and Superintendent 
are inadequate. Some of the rooms in which the staff are housed 
are deplorable. 

I t  is therefore, recommended that the delegates of this Grand 
Chanter consider and levv an assessment on each member of the 
Order on the rolls of the Chapters a t  the close of the fiscal year 
1958 of $1.00 to build up a working capital for the building of a 
staff house in the near future and the operation of the Infirmary. 

Urgent Cooperation on the Part of the Chapters 

We, the members of your Board, stress the importance of the 
proper handling of the procedure of making application to enter 
the Home. The presiding officers of the subject chapter are asked 
for their cooperation in complying to the fullest with the laws 
stipulated in your Constitution and Laws pertaining to these re- 
quirements. There has been a laxness in this procedure, not inten- 
tionally we are certain, but unfortunate circumstances can occur 
because of same. 

In order to comply with the regulations of state and city for 
homes for the aged relative to application forms for entry, the - - - 

hoard is now revising our application forms giving special atten- 
tion to the medical examination and the Chapter investigation. 

Personal Appreciation 
As I come to the close of my seven years with the exception of 

two months as a member of the Board of Trustees, may I express 
my gratitude to the members of this Grand Chapter for the oppor- 
tunity of being of service to the residents of our Home and to you. 
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I have enjoyed my work, and the privilege of assisting in  a small 
way in bringing happiness and contentment in  the hearts of our 
dearly beloved elderly members. 

I cannot give too much praise to each member of the Board 
with which I have been fortunate to work this year. I t  has 
been a most cooperative and constructive Board, with harmony 
and goodwill existing a t  all times. Each Board member has given 
lavishly of time and efforts to solve every problem to make our 
Home in California truly the Home which it is. 

Board of Trustees 
Marguerite Weisheimer 
H. R. Graham 
Earl P. Baker 
John T. Bond 
John J. Brost 
Jacob 0. Bowman 
Thelma Rehnert Warner 
Margaret H. Lauritzen 

President 
Referred to Committee on Distribution. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S ANNUAL REPORT 
October 1956 - October 1957 

This has been a busy and most interesting place this past year. 
Hammer and saw-steam shovels and concrete mixers-rattle of 
bricks and pipes--hod carriers--all contributing to the building of 
our long needed Infirmary. Soon it will be a reality. The plumb- 
ers and sheet metal men are back a t  work after two months of 
silence. We are truly grateful to the membership for this much 
needed Infirmary. 

Residents and visitors alike are enjoying the newly painted 
walls and woodwork throughout the entire building. The new 
white lights in the halls and recreation room are such a help 
and greatly appreciated. 

We now have sixty-three residents in  the Home. These mem- 
bers hail from all parts of our large state. 

Since last Grand Chapter twelve new residents have entered: 
Edna White Santa Monica No. 113 October 26, 1956 
Ellen A. Ostby Sequoia No. 203 Dec. 21, 1956 
Mamie Deupree North Hollywood No. 403 Jan. 26, 1957 
Mae Brunk Acacia No. 21 March 27, 1957 
Nellie Oshorne Mira Monte No. 141 April 24, 1957 
Bettie Menke Centinela No. 136 June 6, 1957 
Margaret Howe Laurel No. 186 Feb. 5, 1957 
Maude Scheffel San Fernando No. 398 June 9, 1957 
Frances Simpson Liberty No. 451 July 11, 1957 
Charlotte Woolston Roseland No. 465 July 17, 1957 
Marie Kaiser Eagle Rock No. 313 July 19, 1957 
Jennie Edwards Southern Star No. 96 Sept. 15, 1957 
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Thirteen of our Sisters have entered the Great Beyond: 
Edna Host Hollywood No. 209 Oct. 29, 1956 
Emma Boehm Liberty No. 451 Dec. 27, 1956 
Jennie Connors Starlight No. 401 Dec. 30, 1956 
Lillian May Page La Posa No. 282 Jan. 20, 1957 
Margaret Schumacher Majestic No. 480 Jan. 26, 1957 
Mabel Browne East Pasadena No. 473 Feb. 5, 1957 
Charlotte Jameson Bakersfield No. 125 F e b  6, 1957 
Katherine Rand Fidelia No. 56 Feh. 25, 1957 
Laura Harmon Pasadena No. 108 March 15, 1957 
Vilate Smithen Belvedere No. 402 March 25, 1957 
Lillian Boorman Pasadena No. 108 May 19, 1957 
Anna Krumbach Golden Gate No. 1 May 21, 1957 
Dora Berkshire Van Nuys No. 383 Sept. 25, 1957 

"We sometimes wish that life were not so bitter 
And thorns did not beset the path we trod, 
But could we understand the hidden meaning, 
The All-wise purpose of a loving God. 
If we could see beyond the veil of sorrow, 
So often clouded by our falling tears, 
We might discover the reasons for these partings 
Which come to all who travel down the years." 

Among our residents are nine who proudly wear their fifty 
year pins. 

Eight members have served their Chapters as Worthy Matrons 
and three have served Grand Chapter as Deputy Grand Matrons. 

Eleven are in the 90's and the average age is 84.8. 
Dr. L. Ben Franklin continues as our medical director. Dr. 

Earl Boehme is our surgeon; Dr. B. M. Lazich takes care of the 
eyes and Dr. Marshall Urist is our orthopedist. These doctors 
are the best and have given most generously of their time. Dr. 
Howard C. Crawford serves as examining physician for admit- 
tance to the Home and is doing an excellent job. 

The staff continues about the same. The housing for them is 
most inadequate--tiny rooms over the kitchen, no outlook but 
roofs. One bath serves seven people-no recreation room at all. 
Two kitchen men occupy a room in the basement and must go 
half way around the building to the bath. Our staff is most co- 
operative and never fail to lend their services when and wherever 
needed for the welfare of our residents. 

Six nurses, two housekeepers and maintenance man occupy 
rooms intended for the residents. 

We have a beautician who comes five days a month and a 
chiropodist one day a month. These services are given to the 
residents. 

Spiritual Services: 
Dr. Haven Davis, pastor of the Westwood Presbyterian Church 

comes one afternoon a month and conducts service as well as 
administering communion to those desiring same. His church 
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also sends a car each Sunday morning to take those desiring to 
attend regular church service. A car also comes from Palisades 
Christian Science Church each Sunday to take members to 
church. Each Monday evening Dr. Sue Sikking, pastor of Unity 
By The Sea in Santa Monica has someone come and services are 
conducted in Garden Court. These services are well attended. 
Rectors from St. Paul's Cathedral and St. Albans Episcopal 
Church administer communion to those members unable to at- 
tend Church. Church of the Air is turned on television every 
Sunday morning in Garden Court and the East Solarium. 

Entertainment: 
The entertainment this year has been exceptionally good. Many 

Chapters have brought colored slides of this and foreign countries. 
These were especially enjoyed. One of the outstanding programs 
was put on by the Drill Team of the Oriental Shrine. The colorful 
costumes, the pointed shoes with tinkling bells on the toes, and 
marching to spirited music was most pleasing. The Chanters from 
the shrine presented an evening of-music.  The Elmer Walther 
Association of Southern California come the second Sunday of 
mch month. They always bring an excellent program, serve 
--f-eshments and never forget the birthdays of the current month 
with a special birthday cake and a card with a monetary gift. 
Job's Daughters from several different Bethels visited us. They 
usually put on part of their ritualistic work. afterward a short . ~ 

program and bring refreshments and gifts. The Drill Team from 
the Rainbow Girls eave an exhibition of their work. Three Chaw - ~ .~ 
ters put on the ritualistic work this year, serving refreshments 
and bringing gifts for all. Many types of musical programs were 
given in Garden Court. 

Gilts: 
The gifts to the Home have been many and varied. A piano. 

made in Germany and 135 years old, was sent by Violet Bowring 
of San Francisco. I t  had belonged to her mother. Helen Bell 
DeBeers Association sent more silver spoons, forks and a tray. 
The Mary Isabel's of Southern California and the Mary Bob's gave 
china cups and plates, also silver spoons and forks. The Martha's 
from both the North and South made hospital gowns and bed 
pads. Thelma Warner Association made bed jackets. Bed Spreads; 
subscription for ten leading magazines from Eschscholtzia Chap- 
ter; Ideals from Elvetta Grohl; two long lace table cloths from 
Bell Gardens Star Club; eight hand crocheted afghans; jam and 
jelly from many Chapters and individuals; strawberries, melons, 
apples, peaches, lemons, avocados, honey, dates, potatoes, grapes; 
from many individuals. Cakes, cookies, candies, pies, quilting 
pieces, clothing, and quilts from Chapters and others. Two lovely 
porch swings sent from Gate City Chapter through the efforts 
of Bertha Lee; several crates of paper towels from Associate 
Grand Patron George Danielson. 
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Christmas: 
During the holiday season the ladies received many gifts. Bed 

jackets, writing paper, stamps, hose, jewelry, candy, gum, cookies, 
clothing, games and monetary gifts. We had five trees donated. 
These were decorated by the ladies. Two trees in front of the 
building were lighted. A wonderful lively plump Santa Claus 
was here and added to the merriment of our Christmas Party. 
This was enjayed by the ladies and the staff. We are truly grate- 
ful to all the Associations, Chapters and individuals who sent 
gifts to our sisters at  this Holy Season. We thank each and all 
for their thoughtfulness. 

At Easter time, Mothers Day our ladies received beautiful pin- 
ons, perfumes, handkerchiefs, powder, writing paper, stamps and 
varied toilet articles. No one was forgotten. 

Official Visit: 

The Worthy Grand Matron Marguerite Weisheimer, and Worthy 
Grand Patron Elmer Walther, with their Grand Officers paid us 
a visit in Mav. Lunch was served in the Dining Room. Tables for - 
the visitors were placed in the form of a Star, with the residents' 
tables surrounding. The Worthy Matrons decorated the tables 
and dining room with gay spring flowers and butterflies. They 
also served and with their colored aprons full of glitter and at- 
tractive caps presented a beautiful picture. After lunch all ad- 
journed to the Garden Court and our residents entertained with 
a Gay Ninety program. All enjoyed meeting the Grand Family 
and look forward to next year's visit. 

Fiesta: 
The two days of Fiesta bring a great deal of pleasure to the 

residents. They spend many happy hours throughout the year 
getting things made for their booth. Almost everyone contributes 
in some way to the success of the hooth. This year they sold over 
$400 worth of articles. Many visitors were here and every booth 
was popular, especially the fish pond. On Sunday the dinner was 
in charge of Henry Richmond, a Past Patron of Wil Brea Chap- - 
ter. 950 plates were served when they ran completely out of food. 
Almost a hundred were turned away. Residents and visitors 
enjoyed renewing old acquaintances. 

Many friends of the residents come and take the ladies for 
rides. At Christmas Season Margaret Hughes Lauritzen and some 
of her girls took the ladies on a pilgrimage to see the Christmas 
lights. They came back and all enjoyed hot chocolate and dough- 
nuts. 

This year bus trips seem to be the vogue. Several Chapters from 
the San Bernardino, Rialto, Fontana and Riverside districts came. 
Also several Chapters from San Diego County, Bakersfield and 
Taft. They made it an all day trip, taking in an early TV show, 
lunch at  the Farmers Market, here at the Home for an hour or so 
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and then on to Knotts Berry Farm for dinner and then home. 
A group of "fix-it" boys, headed by John Bros t lB56  Reuben 

boys--came to the Home on several Saturdays and did many fix-it 
and clean-up jobs. They also chopped the logs of several felled 
trees to fit the fireplace. Their visits were greatly appreciated. 

We continue to enjoy the fullest cooperation with the Social 
Welfare Departme~lt, the State and City Fire Marshalls, and the 
State and City Health Departments. 

All foods, &ells, and medicines have been inventoried. 
Some 9835 visitors signed the register this rear. - - 
We are now anticipating the opening of the Infirmary. 
To all the members, officers, board of trustees and others who 

have so generously contributed to the support and happiness of 
our members, we extend our sincere thanks and appreciation. 
May God Bless you all. 

Fraternally, 
Mary Isabel Warmer 

Superintendent 

W O R T  OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

(Read by Chairman, Guy W. Brundage, P.G.P.) 
To the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Officers and 
Members of this Grand Chapter: 

Introduction of the other members of our Committee is of 
course an agreeable task. They are Past Grand Matron Bernice 
Jan Basich, who will be Chairman of this Committee next year 
and Past Grand Patron, Dr. Francis J. Herz, who will still be 
a member of the Committee for another two years. They have 
been fine associates and very pleasant to work with on the Com- 
mittee. 

During the year your Committee has held five meetings, three 
in the office of the Grand Secretary, one with the Board of 
Trustees of the Eastern Star Home in Los Angeles and one here 
in  Long Beach, just before this Session of Grand Chapter. 

The First act of the Committee was an authorization to have 
the Medical Payment Insurance Blanket policy effective before 
the close of Grand Chapter in San Francisco. The insurance had 
been authorized by this Grand Chapter. A report on this and 
other insurance matters will come before you later in this report. 

Where recommendations are made in  this report, suitable 
amendments to the Constitution, if any such are required, have 
been submitted and are in your possession. 

You have in your possession copies of the Auditors reports for 
the Grand Chapter funds and those of the Eastern Star Home. 
Budgets for the coming year are also included. These are sub- 
mitted for your information and review. 

Amendments: 
Constitution be adopted, some with a possible small change or two. 

Your Committee recommends the following amendments to our 



ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 133 

I. Section 151 A. Projects. The only change in  this amendment 
adds the Eastern Star Home to the projects that may be pro- 
moted by the Worthy Grand Matron and/or the Worthy Grand 
Patron. 
2. Section 168. Grand Chapter Committees. Adds No. 17, Com- 

mittee on Endowment Fund to the other Grand Chapter Com- 
mittees. 
3. Section 180. Finance Committee. In  paragraph three. changes 

the meeting "in Lns Angeles" to read a "meeting with the ~ o a r d  
of Trustees of the Eastern Star Home in Los Angeles." - 

4. Section 180(7). Insurance. Adds Medical Payment Insurance 
as being required coverage to your insurance program. This re- 
quired coverage was approved as to policy in  the 1956 session but 
never was made a part of the Constitution. 

5. Section. 182. Committee on Endowment Fund. This is an en- 
tirely new section. In 1944, Francis J. Herz, the then Worthy 
Grand Patron, recammended that a Committee of 15 be appointed 
from the various sections of the State, to be known as the "En- 
dowment Fund Committee." 

At the 1951 session, Lois Tamba, the then Worthy Grand Mat- 
ron recommended that the Grand Chapter designate the month 
of September as Endowment Fund Month. 

Both of these recommendations were adopted by this Grand 
Chapter. However, no action was ever taken to vut the recom- 
mendations in effect. We have proposed this new section to the 
Constitution in Section 182. in an attempt to carry out the wishes 
of this Grand Chapter. 

We recommend the adoption of this amendment and believe 
that the same month, each year be established as Endowment 
Fund Month. We further believe that a proper Endowment Fund 
will eventually relieve the sub-ordinate Chapters of at  least a 
portion of the expense of the Eastern Star Home. 

6. Section 194. Scholarship Fund. This amendment gives per- 
mission to the Scholarship Fund Committee to establish the num- 
ber of Scholarships, with the permission of the Committee on Fin- 
ance. Also limits the expenditure in the fund to the amount raised 
by the percapita tax, unless the fund has a substantial balance. 
We recommend that a balance of $500.00 be maintained in the 
fund a t  all times. 

7. Section 203 (3 ) .  Dues. Adds Medical Payment Insurance 
premiums to he collected the same as the other insurance and 
further gives to the Committee on Finance, actlng with the Worthy 
Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron authority to establish 
the insurance rates each year. 
8. Section 206. Registration Fee. This amendment asks that the 

registration fee be increased to $3.00. This increase request is due 
to the increasing cost of Grand Chapter Sessions. In  addition the 
Auditors report is charging to our Grand Chapter Sessions costs 
over and above the Activities and Courtesy Committee costs. These 
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items are the printing of the Auditors budgets, the printing of the 
amendments and the programs etc. This additional cost, together 
with the printing of the proceedings increases the costs of our ses- 
sions by a ~ ~ r o x i m a t e l y  $9.000.00 over and above the Activities . .- 
and Courtesy Committees. 

Our registration at this session to date is in excess of 1400 per- 
sons. San Francisco is the only place in California that can ac- 
commodate a group and guarantee each one a seat. 

Seating is rapidly becming an increasing problem. We, there- 
fore, recommend to this Grand Chapter that the incoming Worthy 
Grand Matron apwint a committee of three to study the situa- 
tion of future  rand Chapter Sessions with the thought in mind 
of either considering San Francisco as a permanent meeting place - - .  
for our annual sessions or limiting attendance to the voting dele- 
gates only. 

9. Section 219. Revolving Fund. Increases the revolving Fund 
in the Grand Secretary's Office from $3,000.00 to $10,000.00. The 
smaller amount is no longer adequate to the proper functioning of 
the office. 

10. Section 227. Compensation of Standing Committees. Estab- 
lishes the Compensation of the standing committee on Endowment 
Fund. This does not change the already established compensation 
for any of the other committees. 

11. Section 754. Mileage. This is a new section. Our Committee 
believes that the Board of Trustees of the Eastern Star Home are 
entitled to mileage. We recommend this new section, authorizing 
mileage to the Trustees of the Eastern Star Home at the same rate 
as is enjoyed by the others in Gland Chapter. 

Insurance: 
During the last 18% months there have been 51 claims filed 

under the Medical Payment policy, with a total sum of $13,850.32. 
There have been paid out of this total the sum of $6,205.32. The 
balance of the claims are still pending and being processed, in the 
sum of $7,645.00. Had we carried the regular standard coverage, 
which could have been purchased for five cents per member or 
less, almost none of the claims paid would have been allowed. This 
also applies to the claims still pending. During the same 18% -. 
months 18 claims have been fi ledinder the ~ i a b z i t ~  and property 
Damage insurance ~ o l i c y  in  the total sum of $40.792.45. $442.45 . . 
of these claims have been paid with the sum of '$40,350.00 still 
pending. There have been no losses under the blanket Fidelity 
Bond and almost no losses under the blanket Compensation 
Insurance. The total cost of all policies for the year 1956 was 
$26,408.10 and for the entire year of 1957 the total cost was 
$27,024.59. 

The loss ratio an the medical payment insurance has been so 
high that the rate next year is very liable to be near nine cents per 
member as against six cents per member this year. The question 
has been raised, whether we should continue the Medical Payment 
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Insurance as compulsory or whether we should again make i t  
optional with the sub-ordinate Chapters. 

Pensions: 

Your Committee has discussed the matter of pensions for the 
employees of the Grand Secretary's Office. This did not include 
the Grand Secretary. We asked three reputable insurance Com- 
panies to submit for our conslderation a plan. Only one company 
accepted the request. Their plan involved an expenditure of 
$6,900.00 per year for three employees. Your Committee believe 
that we should give this subject further study, as we may some 
day in the future be faced with the necessity of having a pension 
plan for our employees regardless of the costs. 

Eastern Star Publication: 

At the last session of this Grand Chapter, consideration was 
given by the Glrand Chapter to having its own publication. This 
suggestion was deferred for further information and was referred - - 

to our committee. We now recommend that this Grand Chapter do 
not issue its own Eastern Star 'Publication for the reason that our 
investigaticn developed the information that it will require at  
least 275,000 paid subscriptions to cover the costs of publication 
and distribution of a suitable magazine that would be a credit to 
the order. 

Eastern Star Home: 

Your Committee met with the Board of Trustees of the Eastern 
Star Home in Los Angeles. At this meeting the following suh- 
jects were discussed and agreed upon by both Board and Com- 
mittee: 

1. The Auditors were requested to simplify the bookkeeping 
system of the Home in order that it may fi t  the Auditing pro- 
cedure. 

2. We agreed to establish a rule that the expenditures could not 
exceed the amount included in the budget, without the definite 
approval of the Board. Your Committee has adopted the same 
policy for the other funds of Grand ,Chapter. 

3. Approved the transferal of all Building Fund Securities 
to other Grand Chapter Funds at the market. The exception being 
the saving and loan certificates which were authorized to be re- 
deemed. Also authorized, if necessary, the borrowing of $100,000.00 
for building purposes, so as not to delay the p'ayment of bills as 
they became due. However, many of the Chapters were so prompt 
in sending in the $1.00 assessment collected that no loan was 
necessary. 

4. Approved the idea of a Grand Chapter Endowment Fund 
Committee and the establishment of an Endowment Fund month. 

5. Authorized the Auditors to discontinue the practice of depre- 
ciating the buildings only, as the reproduction costs were so far 
in excess of our book value that depreciation is no longer neces- 
sary. The value of the land has never been included in the book 
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figures as a part of the value of the Home. While it did not cost 
as much, your committee authorized the Auditor to place on the 
books of the Home the sum of $150,000.00 as the value of the land. 
This is probably a very conservative estimate. 

6. Authorized the Board of Trustees to include in their budget 
the sum of $3,000.00 to be paid annually or monthly into the Gen- 
eral Fund of Grand Chapter, as a partial reimbursement to the 
Grand Chapter for the services of the Grand Secretary and her 
office. This is a very nominal sum for the services rendered. 

7. Authorized the creation of a new Building Fund Bank ac- 
count (commercial) to include all the Home Buildine Funds. Into - 
this fund was placed the $1.00 assessment also. 

8. Tentatively reviewing the Trustees budget, the final draft 
was returned for suggested revision. You have their final budget 
before you. 

Benevolent Fund: 
Your Committee recommends that the regular .10 cents Bene- 

volent Fund per capita tax he not assessed this year as the fund 
appears ample for the present needs. 

Activities Committee: 
Your Committee approved the budget of the Activities Com- 

mittee and also the budget for the Courtesy Committee. 

Deputies: 
Your Committee gave permission to the Associate Grand Matron 

to plan for not to exceed 100 Deputy Grand Matrons for the en- 
suing year. This was due to the number of new Chapters which 
have been added in  recent years. 

Office Space: 
We authorized the leasing of an additional room in the Flood 

Building for additional office space. This makes our Grand Chap- 
ter office the most adequate that it has been in recent years. 

Sailaries: 
The salaries of the Grand Secretary and the office force were 

increased to commence the coming fiscal year to keep pace with 
similar positions in business. 

Following up on the fine speech this morning concerning the 
amendment to the Constitution to repeal a previous amendment 
exempting private schools from taxation, your Committee on Fin- - - 

ance have agreed that this Grand Chapter should make a very 
substantial contribution to aid in the passage of the proposed 
amendment to our State Constitution. However, the conditibn of 
our General Fund is such that we could not recommend an amount 
which in our opinion would be adequate for such a worthy cause. 
In lieu thereof we recommend that the subordinate Cha~te r s  in 
California make a voluntary contribution (either through the 
members individually or from Chapter funds) to this worthy ef- 
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fort. This contribution should he in the office of the Grand Secre- 
tary not later than March 31, 1958. Our Committee suggest as an 
objective 25c per member. 

Eastern Star Home: 
Your Eastern Star Home has became the major project of this 

Grand Chapter and deserves your support. The reproduction costs 
of land and buildings will run in excess of a million dollars, and 
over the years probably considerabIy more. The cost of mainten- 
ance and operations keep mounting steadily and with the pros- 
pective costs of increased services will continue to mount. It is 
the opinion of your Committee that any special fund raising or 
projects for this Grand Chapter in the future should he limited 
to the support of the Eastern Star Home. 

The Grand Secretary: 
Who knows more about Grand Chapter and the Eastern Star 

Home than any one else? 
Who is always willing to give kindly advice to those working 

for the best interest of Grand Chapter and seeking advice as to 
the best things to do? 

Who is ever ready to assist Grand Officers and Committees 
within the Grand Chapter, no matter how much time it takes or 
how difficult the task? 

Who have we known all these years in Grand Chapter activities 
and ere still proud to call her friend? 

That person is Maud McWilliams Smith. It's to her that we ex- 
tend our heartful gratitude and thanks for the many, many chores 
that she has done far us and our committee during the year, many 
of which were over and above the line of duty. Thanks Maud. 

To the Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patron for 
their help and very sincere cooperation. 

Bcrnice Jan Basich 
Francis J. Herz 
Guy W. Brundage, Chairman 
Committee on Finance 

Referred to Committee on Distribution. 

Election Board: 
The Chairman of the Election Board, George Bailey, was asked 

to read the list of those appointed to serve on the election board: 
Co-Chairman, John Grohl, Assistants Fred Fisher and Wm. Nel- 

ligian. Alma Cruse, Josephine Harlan, Walter Weisheimer, Marion 
Reed, Hallie Wood, Vera Musser, Dave Hill, Norma Jensen, 
Charlotte Atkinson, Chas. Clough, Margaret Smock, Flo McDon- 
ald, Carmen Adams, Geo. Wilson, Elva Trask, Laura Wright, Verna 
Johnson, Harold Murphy, Della Cotton, Jane Curtwright, Mary 
Sinsleton, Jerry Bundy, Marie Tankersley, Odett Wahl, Mabel 
Walker, Carl LaVo, Gerene Kennedy, Peggy Matthews, Jeanette 
Gerccht, Florence Dunn, Vi Smith, Ida Jacobs, Edwin Brooks, 
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Hazel Brown, Etta Coe, Ruby Parker, Ray Omar, Ida Theis, Zelda 
Postel, Thelma Weir, Erb Moore, Esther Heiser, Edith Cuddigan, 
Idell Fischer, Bill Floyd, Mary Rosso, Margaret Weishaar, Ina 
Lisle, Dee Moyers, Gladys Burnham, Madelyn Williams. Elsie Har- 
rison, Dick Waskom, Nell Adams, Edith Rudd, Marie Randall, 
Henry Timpe, Grace Lovering, Ola Hettinger, Ruby Marsh, Dave 
Terry, Peggy Nobles, Dorcas Weiss, Isabelle Meager, Ernest Hogan, 
Iva Thomas, Hazel Aamodt, Juanita Hawkins, Bill Stephens, Viv- 
ian Dalton, Homer Hillhouse, Elva Dawson, Alice Warnick, Marie 
Graham, Ethel Kroeger, Eugenia Baker, Elmer Maryatt, Anna 
Reinhart, Merle Rafferty, Clifford Bolander, Helen McGregor, 
Ruby Sykes, Elsie Holloway, Zelma Bray, Lillian Lanehart, Bill 
Wilson, Herman Fendt, Eva Densford, Rose Weiland, Agnes Car- 
rier, Meda Tornell, Edith VanDerlinder, Ralph Rogers, Ethyl Sly, 
John Brost. 

htroduction of Mildred Drown, W.G.M. of Nevada: Marguerite 
Weisheimer, W.G.M. 
"Sister Mildred, Worthy Grand Matron of the State of Nevada, 

would you like to give us a word of greeting from your State? 
Sisters and Brothers, this lovely lady is one who has presided 

over their Session due to the death of their Worthy Grand Matron, 
and then gone immediately into her own installation and worked 
with me. Her valiant faith. sweetness and gentleness really heleed - - - 
me a great deal and I know you have come to love her also." 

Remarks: Mildred Drown, Worthy Grand Matron of Nevada: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, Acting Worthy Grand Platron, Distin- 

guished and Honored East, Sisters and Brothers: 
Thank you, Sister Marguerite, for giving me this opportunity 

to extend a greeting to the members of the Grand Jurisdiction of 
the State of California from the members of the Grand Jurisdiction 
of the State of Nevada. I lam most happy to bring them to you, and 
I want to tell you that we were very happy to have your Worthy 
Grand Matron with us at our Session, and she extended very lov- 
ing sympathy of your Grand Jurisdiction to ours on the passing 
of our Worthy Grand Matron. 

At this time I want to return that loving sympathy to the mem- 
bers of the Grand Chapter of the State of California in the loss you 
suffered of your Worthy Grand Patron. I want you to feel that 
your Worthy Grand Patron has just gone upstairs to bed, and 
closed the door. 

I would also like at  this time, though it m'ay be a little early, to 
extend a very cordial welcome to everyone present, all seven 
thousand five hundred, to visit our Grand Chapter Session next 
October, the first week in October, in Reno. I don't know just 
where we would put all of you if you came, but if you would, 
we certainly would find a place and we would be so happy to have 
YOU. 
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Last evening in response to the hearty welcome which was given 
to us by your Sister Margaret Lauritzen, Chairman of the Inter- 
national Temple Committee of General Grand Chapter, I spoke 
of your wonderful hospitality. I said then that I could personally 
vouch for it, and I truly meant that from the bottom of my heart. 
When I arrived yesterday there was a misundcrstanding about my 
reservations at  one of the hotels, and inquiries disclosed they did 
not have a room that I might procure. I noticed one of your Past 
Grand Treasurers, Sister Viola Larsen, so I walked over and said, 
"Hello." We are good friends as she has visited the Grand Chapter 
of Nevada many times and we had learned to know and love her, 
as well as the other members that have visited us. I mentioned 
my predicament and she stopped what she was doing and took 
me to your very lovely Past Grand Treasurer, Sister Agnes Barnes, 
who in turn stopped what she was doing, took me up and gave 
me a very nice cup of tea, introduced me to many of the visiting 
members and secured a reservation for me. That is what I meant 
by your hospitality. 

I have visited your Grand Chapter Sessions many times and I 
still say your hospitality is unexcelled. I do want to thank all of 
these Sisters on your Courtesies Committee. I also want to thank 
your handsome Brothers for their courtesies. Thank this Grand 
Chapter, through the Courtesy Committee, for the very lovely 
corsage which was presented to me and for the beautiful bouquet 
of flowers sent to my room. 

I am enjoying this Session so much. Thank you again for all of 
the courtesies extended to me, and please come and visit me some- 
time!' 

Response: Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Matron: 
"Thank you, Sister Mildred. It is truly a joy to have you with 

me. 
"Brother Fred, may I thank you for serving as Worthy Grand 

Patron. I was privileged to serve as your Grand Conductress and I 
think one of the happiest parts of the year was the privilege of 
working in advance of the institutions with the members of the 
Chapters which you instituted. I t  made me very close to them. 
Last night you saw the results on the floor of this Grand Chapter, 
by the Officers of Novato Chapter in their Flag Drill. I had the 
jay of working with these fine people, coming to know them, and 
you can see the enthusiasm of that Chapter when they would 
send their Officers down here at  their own Chapter's expense, to 
gladden our hearts. Thank you for the many things which you 
have done and it has been my joy to have you presiding here with 
me." 

Response: Fred Leahy, Acting Worthy Grand Patron: 
"Sister Marguerite Weisheimer, thank you very much. 
May I say to you, Sisters and Brothers, that I sincerely and 

deeply regret the necessity of anyone other than Elmer Walther 
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serving with Sister Marguerite. However, I do wish to thank you 
for this consideration and I feel very humble in filling this office 
now. Thank you very much!' 
Presentation: 

The Worthy Grand Matron presented Harry Sproule, Past 
Grand Patron, and he was accorded the Grand Honors. 

At 4:30 P.M. the Session was called to refreshment until eight 
o'clock P.M. 

Tuesday Night Session 
The Session was called to order at  8 P.M. on Tuesday by Thelma 

Bailey, Past Grand Matron, Hostess, with George Harlan, Past 
Grand Patron as Host. 

Ernest Williams, Past Grand Patron, acted as Worthy Grand 
Patron for this Session. 

Welcome: Thelma Bailey, Past Grand Matron: 
"Sisters and Brothers, it is a great privilege for me to present to 

you our Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite Weisheimer, and 
her Grand Officers. 

It is a privilege to call to order a symphony such as this, and 
we are grateful to our Worthy Grand Matron for this very lovely 
Session. 

Those of you who have dreamed of doing something wonderful, 
and have found that dream come true. will know how we feel 
tonight to he sitting in the Grand East with our Marguerite. 

Sister Marguerite. you have fulfilled our ex~ectations. our - . . 
hopes and our dreams for you. You have been a very great, grac- 
ious, lovable, capable Grand Matron, and we, your Worthy Grand 
Matron and Worthy Grand Patron of 1948, are very proud of you. 

It is a pleasure to be in  the East with our Worthy Grand Patron 
of 1948, Brother George Harlan. His kindly helpfulness and the 
friendship of his Josephine did much in our year to bring harmony 
and happiness in our Grand Chapter. 

Sister Marguerite, we have traveled from near and far, visiting 
at random Chapters, and even though Sister Mildred and Brother 
George are not here tonight, I am sure that we agree with one 
writer who said that "Texas is a land of God's plenty," and there 
we found a land of friendly and happy people and we feel privi- 
leged that they are here. We know that they have brought a ray 
of light to our people of California from their "Reflection of 
Light" Session. 

It is a joy for us to greet the members once again from the 
Grand East. In this hour of international unrest, how glad we are 
of considering the wonderful theme "Wings of Faith!' No theme 
could have been selected to better show us how we should, and 
can, do in these days together to further the causes which are near 
and dear to our hearts and which are constructive for the perma- 
nent good of our Grand Chapter. 

There is an old fable which depicts two wise men walking down 
the road of tomorrow. They saw, caming down the road of time, 
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tomorrow approaching in the distance and they shouted, "Tell us, 
Tomorrow, what you are. Shall we fear you or feast you?" And 
Tomorrow answered in tones that sounded clearly through the 
mist, "Come to me neither with anxiety, hate or fear in  your 
hearts, but come to me with faith, hope and love and with day's 
work well done. You cannot see what I am like, but when you 
reach me you shall see me through the eyes of what you really 
are." 

Sisters and Brothers, we need never fear our tomorrow so long 
as there is love in our hearts, so long as we walk with the "Wings 
of Faith" and with our hand in the hand of God, nothing will be 
impossible to us. 

Worthy Grand Matron, it is a privilege to present to you your 
gavel." 

Besponse:Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Matron: 
"Thank you, Sister Thelma, my own Worthy Grand Matron of 

1948, with whom I had the joy and great privilege of serving. 
Those happy days when we worked side by side, or perhaps I 
should say, when I followed behind you, were so precious. Thank 
you for your effort on behalf of this Session, the many hours of 
effort you put forth to make it beautiful far us, and for your 
gracious words of welcome. You know that they mean much to me. 

Brother George, our Worthy Grand Patron of 1948, I was your 
Esther-child, too. May we hear from you at this time?" 

Response: George Harlan, Past Grand Patron: 
"Worthy Grand Matron, my Worthy Grand Matron of 1948, Dis- 

tinguished Members, Delegates, Sisters and Brothers: 
Sister Marguerite, I deeply appreciate, and I don't believe I 

have the words to express just how deeply I appreciate your g ~ a n t -  
ing me the courtesy of assisting in opening this Session of Grand 
Chapter with Sister Thelma Bailey, our charming, gracious Worthy 
Grand Matrons of 1948. 

Sister Marguerite, I feel that you reflect the same glory, the 
same graciousness, the same charm and I trust this Session will 
be one that will leave you with many happy memories. 

May I say that I am deeply sorry that our Worthy Grand Patron 
cannot be with us in person. I am sure, however, that his spirit 
is here along with the hand of God, helping to guide you, that you 
may come through with flying colors. 

Sister Marguerite, may God bless you." 

Response: Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Matron: 
"Thank you, Brother George, for the thought and the prayer in 

your heart, that is in the hcarts of all of our members, making 
my path that much easier. Thank you so much." 

The Session was then opened with customary formalities. 

Prayer: Thelma Schleifer, Grand Chaplain: 
"Loving, Omnipresent God, we come before Thee for an evening 

blessing to seal within our hearts the inspiration and memories 
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of this day. We ask Thee for the blessings of quietness for every 
weary soul, new faith and courage for all who have faced ex- 
hausting tasks this day. We would rest now in Thee and find in 
this evening hour Thy stillness and Thy peace to bring us into 
quiet harmony with Thy will. And now, our Father, grant us Thy 
benediction. Watch over us through the hours of darkness. Re- 
fresh us in spirit as well as in  body as we sleep. Help us to face 
the tasks of tomorrow with steady faith and without fear, con- 
scious of Thy presence and Thy guidance. Thank Thee, Father. 
Amen." 

Escort: 
Harry Steward, Worthy Grand 'Patron of Nevada was escorted 

to the Grand East, presented and accorded Grand Honors. 

Welcome: Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Matron: 
"Brother Steward, it is my pleasure to welcome you into the 

Grand Chapter of the State of California. You were so gracious to 
me and promised to return my visit. We are honored to have 
you with us." 

James Leo Halley, Past Grand Patron of California was es- 
corted to the East, accorded Grand Honors and presented. 

Welcome: Marguerite Weisheimer, Worthy Grand Matron: 
"Brother Leo, we are honored to have you with us. I don't 

know whether or not you were here when I made my report. If 
so you heard my expression of happiness in  the honors that have 
come to you in  the past year. We are truly honored to have you 
here and, as a San Franciscan, may I say you are truly welcome. 

"We also have in the audience another member whom I would 
like the joy of introducing, Brother A. M. Hyman, who my note 
says is eigthy-two years old, but I will bet he is eighty-two years 
young, a Past Grand Master of the State of Mississippi and Chair- 
man of the Complaints and Appeals Committee of the Grand Chap- 
ter of Mississippi." (Brother Hyman stepped to the side lines and 
was greeted with applause.) 

Minutes: 
The minutes of the afternoon Session were approved as read. 

Re: U.S. Flag: 
The Grand Secretary read the following letter from Louis V. 

Manning, a member of Monterey Chapter No, 230: 
To theGrand Chapter of the State of 
California, Order of Easternstar: 
Sisters and Brothers: Subject: U.S. Flag. 

According to the United States Code of 1952, Title 36, Chapter 
10, Section 175, paragraph k; the position of the Flag of the Uni- 
ted States, when displayed from a staff in a church or a public 
meeting, is at  the right of the speaker if placed on the platform, or 
at  the right and in front of the audience if posted on the floor 
of the hall. 
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All ceremonies appropriate to the Flag are not coded, many of 
them being matters of tradition and of common knowledge. I t  is 
the unwritten law that the Flag of the United States takes pre- 
cedence over everything in its presence, and has the right of way 
over all moving things, whether animate or inanimate. 

Neither the Code nor the unwritten law take cognizance of a 
Lodge by name, but, since a clergyman is forbidden to post the 
Flag in the back of the hall, and an Infantryman carrying it may 
not step aside even for his own escort, I recommend that these 
two practices be discontinued in Chapters of the Eastern Star. To 
save future Grand Matrons the embarrassment of explaining 
movements of the Flag, I strongly recommend that the move- 
ments of the Flsg he simplified in accordance with known cus- 
toms, and be made part of the Ritual, subject to alteration by 
Grand Chapter only. 

Respectifully and Fraternally, 
Louis Manning 

Referred to Committee on Distribution. 
(Worthy Grand Matron, Marguerite Weisheimer, asked Brother 

Steward to address the Session as he had to leave in the morning.) 

Greetings: Worthy Grand Patron of Nevada, Harry Steward: 
"Worthv Grand Matron. Worthv Grand Patron. Distinguished - 

East, sisters and Brothers: ' 
I regret very much that I have been unable to come here until 

this afternoon, and regret also that I will have to leave tomorrow 
for my own home in Las Vegas. I am enjoying this evening and 
your generosity so much, that I think I would like to just sit down 
and watch. I would like, however, to extend to you all a cordial 
invitation to come up to Las Vegas sometime. Thank you." 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
APPEAL6 AND GRIEVANCES 

(Read by the Chairman, Helen Louise Edwards, who presented 
committee members Ruth Burnside and Frank Cruse). 

To the Grand Chapter of California, O.E.S.: 
Eastern Star is not so much an institution as it is a theory or 

philosophy of life, manifesting itself in one's relations with fellow 
men and women. 

I t  is not what the tongue proclaims but what is in the heart. The 
true Eastern Star is the member who is guided by Bastern Star 
precepts and who practices and exemplifies its teachings in  daily 
life. 

Your committee feels their responsibility is not to reform mem- 
bers or Chapters (however, much some may wish that to occur) 
but to adjust the thinking and activities of our members to the 
end that the Chapters will be places where members may come 
for friendship, mutual helpfulness and understanding that each 
can return to his or her home and community with renewed mind 
and spirit. 
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All the use the Order has, as far as the outside world is con- 
cerned, is the impression which its members make upon the 
thought of the world toward it. If the influence is for good, for 
closer friendship and higher ideals of living, only then can we be 
considered an asset to the country and the Order itself. 

In  nearly every association of people where there is unrest and 
confusion, the cause will be found to come from one or two in- 
dividuals or a small minority of members. 

In the case of an individual, if he or she, (usually a sister) is 
honestly trying to adjust to Chapter membership i t  is not too dif- 
ficult to clear up the situation or condition. Where a larger group 
is concerned, the problem is much more difficult. 

We have been called upon this year to work out problems of both 
individuals and of Chapters as well as Social Clubs. 

In  the latter cases the trouble usually stems from the fact 
that the Chapter affairs are discussed and settled in the Social 
Club meetings instead of a t  the regular Chapter meetings. The 
Social Club of one Chapter disbanded because they did not care to 
abide by the rules that our Constitution lays down for such groups. 

Individual troubles ranged from the usual envy and revenge for 
personal slights to malicious gossip and the carrying of stories 
calculated to set one person against another. 

Our Chapter troubles as a whole came mainly from the activi- 
ties of the newer Chapters. We firmly believe that the granting 
of dispensations as well as charters should be more carefully ex- 
amined. The approval or disapproval of surrounding Chapters 
should be taken into greater consideration. We, also, feel that the 
attitude of the  aso on; Ladge should be more seriously considered. 

Then, one of the great weaknesses of our new Chapter activity 
is that of lack of supervision in general after the actual granting 
of the charters. We call them our "baby Chapters" and let them 
fend for themselves. They are not always ready to take care of 
themselves any more than a child who has taken a few steps by 
itself. In both examples guidance and help are indicated for a 
good many months, even at  least, a year or two where there ap- 
pears to be a lack of harmony. 

We also find that a new Chapter has .a much better foundation 
where a Past Matron is the first presiding officer. 

Personal prestige is the cause of many troubles--the getting of 
something better than your neighbor as well as past presiding of- 
ficers who cannot lay down the gavel. The most difficult thing for 
many Matrons to experience is the after-effectthat of going 
from presiding officer to that of allowing someone else to govern 
the affairs of the Chapter. This is really the test of character 
leadership in any group. 

It is a well-known fact that you cannot put someone else down 
without lowering yourself and this malicious gossip is the most 
common medium used. I t  is so difficult for this to be stopped. It 
is like trying to fight fog with a sword, yet the harmful effects are 
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worse than physical violence. Trying to improve prestige in this 
manner is one of the main corrupters in  our Chapter life, par- 
ticularly such kind and degree of power-seeking as can throttle 
criticism. What a sad truth it is that the ambitious, small mind 
cannot accept criticism without making that person an enemy and 
seeking revenge. What an absurd thing i t  is to pass over all the 
valuable assets of an individual and fix all the attention on his 
infirmities. 

We have worked with members who have so much ability hut 
are directing it in the wrong channels. What a pity that this ability 
cannot be used for good. In most cases that have come to us we 
are able to show the members where the hurt is one they are 
bringing upon themselves. When they change their attitudes, then 
the situation rights itself. 

iSometimes the troubles seem small and of little consequence, but 
when we consider what tremendous consequences come from 
little things, your committee is tempted to think there are no 
little things. 

We have hesitated whether or not to speak the names of the 
Chapters that have been having trouble but have decided for their 
own g w d  they should be known only to the Worthy Grand Matron 
and the committee. 

It would be a pity if Ch'arters should be lifted from those Chap- 
ters where only one or a few are causing trouble. However, a t  the 
present time we have no way of ridding our h d e r  of those who, 
through selfish ambition, gossip and a desire to rule, have proven 
unfit for membership. The only way is to penalize the many for 
the weakness of the few when the group as a whole is not able 
to control these diseases of the fraternal world. 

We do not consider that making no mistakes is a blessing, but 
rather that the great virtue of man lies more in his ability to cor- 
rect the mistakes and thus continually make a new and better man 
of himself. This we believe. 

Worthy Grand Matron if we have made your year any smoother 
or have assisted in any way, we are pleased. 

Rita May Cooper 
Frank D. Cruse 
Ruth Burnside 
Helen Louise Edwards, Chairman 

Referred to Committee on Distribution. 

Worthy Grand Matron, Marguerite Weisheimer: 
"Sister Helen Louise, I cannot let this opportunity pass to tell 

you of my deep gratitude for your many hours of service on this 
committee. I realize that you have been burdened a great deal, 
but I also feel that due to your efforts several Chapters have been 
saved. It was our wish to help, not to destroy. Thank you for your 
efforts. 
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REPORT OF THE BENEVOLENT FUND COMMITTEE 
(Read by the General Chairman, Kathryn Farwell. P.G.M. 

who presented the members of the committee who were present, 
Sisters Hattie Ware, Marie Smith, Jane Cassidy, Winifred Dam- 
gaard, Helen Lighffoot, Bessie Chism, Clara Burch, E. Myrtle 
Glover, Marguerite Okerstrom, Christine Benjamin.) 
To the Worthy Grand Matron, Distinguished Guests, Sisters and 
Brothers: 

On accepting this important assignment from our Worthy Grand 
Matron, Sister Marguerite Weisheimer at the beginning of the 
year, letters were sent to the Area Chairmen, once again calling 
their attention to the Rules and Regulations for the operation of 
the Benevolent Fund and asking that they meet with the Relief 
Committees of the Chapters in their Areas explaining the use of 
this Fund. 

The Chairmen responded most graciously and I thank them 
far their splendid cooperation and acceptance of these instruc- 
tions. One Chapter gave an evening to the Area Chairman that 
she might explain the activities of the committee and the work 
accomplished in the past year. It is suggested that more Chapters 
follow this procedure, because we find that in many cases that the 
first four officers do not realize they are the Relief Committee 
of the Chapters and that it is their responsibility to assist in the 
investigation of the Applicants. Also, that this Fund is in order 
to ASSIST CHAPTERS IN MATTERS OF RELIEF. It is the Chap- 
ter's duty to first aid the memhers and then, later appeal to the 
Area Chairman. 

One Area Chairman called my attention to the signing of the 
"Agreement for Reimbursement from the Estate" for which there 
had been criticism and an unwillingness to sign, it should be 
explained that Grand Chapter makes NO claim on the family for 
which relief is given, but, if there is an Estate of any kind, then 
and then only, Grand Chapter should be reimbursed for the 
money given the member. This is a safeguard as well as to enable 
Grand Chapter to aid other members who may need help from the 
Fund. 

Early this year, your general chairman together with the San 
Francisco and East Bay Area Chairmen who are new members 
of this committee, met in San Francisco with the Worthy Matrons 
to discuss and explain the workings of this Committee and the 
dispensing of the Funds. The Worthy Matrons entered into a 
question and answer discussion which proved most interesting 
and enlightening. The next meeting was held in East Bay with 
the Worthy Matrons, Worthy Patrons and Area Chairman which 
also proved a success. 

The work of your Benevolent Committee for the year has had 
many interesting cases which have been recommended by the 
worthy appeal properly presented has been rejected and several 
Chapters and carefully investigated by the Area Chairmen. No 
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were aided in finding means of rehabilitating themselves. 
I shall briefly mention one unusual case of a Sister who is in 

the County Hospital and a sufferer of Parkinson Disease. Con- 
tacts were made so that this Sister could go to San Diego for 
special treatment by a Doctor who assisted in finding a relief 
for this dread disease. The Doctor and hospital gave us a very 
special rate for this delicate surgery. I t  was a successful opera- 
tion and later a check for $175.00 was returned to the fund. We 
are most grateful for the services and consideration extended 
to us by the Hospital and the Medical profession. 

There were two appeals for funeral expenses for members who 
had NOT received aid from the Benevolent Fund. According to 
our Constitution, i t  would have been necessary to deny these 
requests. Fortunately, after a thorough investigation sufficient 
funds were made available. Therefore, it is recommended that in  
Sec. 725,-Purpose of the Fund-the following be added: "And 
may be used to pay the funeral expenses in an amount not to ex- 
ceed two hundred dollars, of a member who has been receiving 
aid from the Benevolent Fund AND ANY MEMBER IN DESTI- 
TUTE CIRCUMSTANCES" on approval of the Committee. 

A total of $14,471.42 has been disbursed through our committee 
for Chapter members in good standing and in need of assistance 
which was used to supplement the Old Age pension and Social 
Security and for Doctor and Medical bills, and for daily susten- 
ance. When the members have received more than the $200.00 the 
rule of Grand Chapter has applied and 10% has been paid by 
the Chapters. 

The Committee thanks our very genial Grand Secretary, Sister 
Maud, and her fine office force for their assistance and prompt 
attention to the requests made by the members and for their 
willingness to be of service and answer all questions. 

Worthy Grand Matron, Sister Marguerite, when you asked me 
to accept this assignment, I was somewhat hesitant because of 
the nature of the work. Then, when I realized the wonderful op- 
portunity for service to my fellowman, I was most happy to ac- 
cept the appointment, for this is a great humanitarian service. 
"Life holds for us many opportunities for service and sacrifice 
in behalf of suffering humanity." I shall be grateful to you always 
for this appointment for it was a pleasure to serve you and Grand 
Chapter in this capacity. 

M y  Prayer 
My life shall touch a hundred lives 

Before this year is done, 
Leave countless marks for good will, 

Ere sets the evening sun. 
So this the thought I always wish, 
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The Prayer I always Pray, 
God let my life bless other lives 

It touches by the way. 
Fraternally submitted, 

Gladys Hart 
Hattie A. Ware 
Marie E. Smith 
Jane Cassidy 
Winifred Damgaard 
Alice Grohl 
Helen Lightfoot 
Sue Estelle Tuck 
Bessie Chism 
Daisy R. Mallory 
Clara J. Burch 
Adrienne Richardson 
E. Myrtle Glover 
Marguerite Okerstrom 
Christine Benjamin 
Kathryn Farwell, General Chairman 

Paid 
Area No. 1-Gladys Hart, Chairman 
Area No. 2-Hattie Ware, Chairman 
Area No. 3-Marie Smith Chairman 

St. Helena No. 274 $240.00 
Calistoga No. 189 30.00 
Valley of the Moon No. 85 245.00 

Area No. 4 Jane Cassidy, Chairman 
Lauralane No. 529 600.00 

Area No. 5-Winifred Damgaard, Chairman 
Ariel No. 42 225.00 
Silver Gate No. 30 200.00 
Elvesta No. 293 350.00 
Mary E. Partridge No. 308 5.00 
Rosa M. Shattuck No. 504 200.00 

Area No. &Alice Grohl, Chairman 
Area No. No. 7-Helen Lightfoot, Chairman 

Seal Rock No. 396 250.00 
Lebanon No. 374 200.00 
Sotoyome No. 82 315.00 
Olive Branch No. 169 308.32 
Imperial No. 229 90.00 
San Jose No. 31 500.00 

Area No. 8 S u e  Estelle Tuck, Chairman 
Lily of the Valley No. 18 56.00 
Ocean Spray No. 68 100.00 

Received Net 
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Paid Received Net 
Area No. %Bessie Chism, Chairman 
Area No.lO--Daisy Mallory, Chairman 

Norwalk No. 143 600.00 60.00 540.00 
Garden Grove No. 483 600.00 60.00 540.00 
Baldwin Park  No. 521 300.00 30.00 270.00 
Lexington No. 172 200.00 10.00 190.00 
So. Pasadena No. 212 60.00 60.00 

Area No. Il--Clara Burch, Chairman 
Betsy Ross No. 518 600.00 55.00 545.00 
Betsy Ross No. 518 75.00 75.00 
Ionic No. 446 300.00 17.50 282.50 
Esperanza No. 167 240.00 18.00 222.00 
Acacia No. 21 5.00 5.00 

Area No. l2-Adrienne Richardson, Chairman 
Area No. 13-E. Myrtle Glover, Chairman 

Parva Stella, U.D. 100.00 100.00 
Windsor No. 543 450.00 25.00 425.00 
Jordan No. 500 100.00 100.00 
Hawthorne No. 469 280.00 8.00 272.00 
Lynwood No. 438 200.00 200.00 
Triangle No. 456 180.00 18.00 162.00 
South Park No. 443 600.00 55.00 545.00 
Santa Monica No. 113 922.10 922.00 
Florence No. 477 600.00 50.00 550.00 
Santa Monica No. 113 922.10 922.10 
Florence No. 477 600.00 50.00 550.00 
Westlake No. 268 300.00 10.00 290.00 
Rising Light No. 286 250.00 5.00 245.00 
Culver City No. 395 250.00 250.00 
Culver City No. 395 316.00 8.00 308.00 
Nimshi No. 424 200.00 153.90 46.10 

Area No.14-Marguerite Okerstrom, Chairman 
Long Beach No. 113 240.00 24.00 216.00 
Searchlight No. 435 150.00 150.00 

Area No. 15--Christine Benjamin, Chairman 
Copa Del Oro No. 142 600.00 40.00 560.00 
Copa Del Oro No. 142 400.00 40.00 360.00 
Star  of the West No. 468 175.00 175.00 
Ungava No. 106 800.00 175.11 624.89 
Claremont No. 324 225.00 2.50 222.50 

Benevolent Fund Sept. 1, 1956 -August 31, 1957. 
Assistance to Members $14,471.42 
Committee Expense 532.66 
Reimbursement from Chapters 1,105.59 
Memorial 5.00 
Referred to Committee on Distribution. 

The Worthy Grand Matron thanked Sister Farwell and the 
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members of the Committee for all they had done in  this humani- 
tarian work. 

REPORT OF THE SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 
(Read by Elvetta Grohl, Past Grand Matron, Chairman.) 
To the Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, and Mem- 
bers of Grand Chapter of the State of California, Order of the 
Eastern Star. 
Greetings: 

Your Scholarship Committee has the pleasure of submitting 
the following report: 

In compliance with Sec. 194 (d) of our Constitution, in January 
a letter was sent to each Chapter Secretary to be read at  their 
next stated meeting, then to inform the Order of Rainbow for 
Girls, the International Order of Job's Daughters, and the Order 
of the De Molay in their area, concerning our Eastern Star Schol- 
arships, as we are especially interested in assisting these three 
Youth Organizations. 

Special mention was made that these awards are given to grad- 
uating Seniors. Consideration for granting these awards is based 
upon high scholastic record, outside activity, character recom- 
mendations from Principal, or Dean, but particularly the NEED 
FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 

The application forms are available to the Students by applying 
to our Grand Secretary's office. They must be filled out in  detail 
and accompanied by a small photograph and a health report from 
a Doctor, or School Nurse. 

The Committee met in  the Grand Chapter office in San Fran- 
cisco in  July with only three members present. We were saddened 
by the loss of one of our members, Sister Louise Thompson, who 
had left us to go to her Eternal Home. The other member of our 
Committee, Past Grand Matron Sister Grace Richardson Butter- 
field, was very ill in the hospital. 

We received 227 applications for Scholarships. We eliminated 
37 of these, because not all of the required information was given 
thus making them incomplete. 

Four re-grants were given: 
1. Mr. Alvin J. Opdyke, San Francisco, Minister, 

Westminister College, Salt Lake City, Utah .................... $300.00 
2. Mr. Charles H. Cutter, Merced, Social Science with 

Foreign Service as goal, Univ. Calif., Berkeley .............. $300.00 
3. Miss Cora J. DiUard, Biggs. Bacteriology, 

San Jose State 150.00 
4.  Miss Barbara A. 

150.00 

Eight awards for the Ministry were given: 
1. Richard Bastear, Berkeley. Pacific School of Religion ..$300.00 
2. Raymond Brown, Glendale. Whitworth College .............. $300.00 
3. David Crawford, Tulelake. Utah State College ............... $300.00 






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































