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Courage is required all along the pathway of growth and develop-
ment. For the youth . . . courage is required to break from the ties of
infantile habits. For the person of more seasoned years . . . it takes
courage to break from the old and familiar. . . in order that the new
can be born. The crest of courage, in this age of conformity, is the
integrity to stand true to ones own convictions . . . not defiantly . . .
or in the posture of rebellion ... but, simply and steadfastly . . .
because this is what one believes.

I daresay there isn’t one among us here today who wouldn’t have
the courage to stand firmly for freedom of speech ... freedom of
assembly . .. freedom of worship ... these which we might label
“external freedoms.”

But do we have the courage to preserve our inner freedom . . . the
courage to be true and faithful to the innermost God given beliefs
and convictions within our hearts.

I like the way Theologian Paul Tillich expresses it when he
speaks of “The courage to accept one’s own finiteness.” He is speak-
ing of the courage to trust ones self . . . despite the acute awareness
that we are finite . . . that we do not have all the answers. . . that we
are not infallible, and that history may someday prove that what we
are doing or saying may be a mistake. However, my friends . . . it is
only from a courageous acceptance of finitude . . . and a responsible
action thereon . . . that one develops the powers that one possesses,
far from absolute though they be.

Let me leave one final crucial thought with you. As I confront you
to be people of inner courage ... I would also remind you that
courage apart from humble dedication to God ... with faith and
sensitivity to His leading, is pure arrogance. If we would be people
of courage . .. we must look to our God as the ultimate source of
courage . . . as well as the source of wisdom, judgment, and loving
compassion to match that courage.

No person can find true wisdom and courage . .. except on his
knees in the sight of God. It is only when people . . . on their knees
... are touched by the Divine. Then . . . and only then ... can they
rise up to find their true dimension . . . and find courage, the virtue
of maturity.

However carefully and candidly we may examine and evaluate
ourselves today . . . we can’t possibly determine what new strength
and courage God will awaken in us tomorrow, unless we earnestly
seek His guidance. On our knees (today) . . . let us dare to ask great
things of God; and let us rise from our knees (tomorrow) ... to
expect great things from God. May each one of us . . . in the grace of
humility . . . have the courage of mind and heart to keep the faith
that God does matter. . . that He has promised eternal life “Beyond
the Rainbow” . . . and that all things are made better by the simple
touch of the Master’s Hand.








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































